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Editorial  - Holy Communion – Gathering at Christ’s Table 

 
As part of the Reformed tradition the Presbyterian Church 
celebrates two Sacraments, those of Baptism and Communion. 
 

Baptism welcomes us into the family of Christ, Communion 
invites us to be fully participative, coming together as one people 
around the table where Christ is the host.  The words of invitation 
that we use at Opoho Church speak of a welcome for all who 
seek Jesus, including (and especially) the doubters and 
questioners, the strangers and outcasts, those who have been 
away and those beginning.  We believe that Christ is present at 
the table with us and that hospitality as shown around the table 
is at the core of Christian living.  
 

Traditionally Presbyterian Churches have adhered to a Quarterly 
Communion, expressing the specialness of the sacrament in the 
occasional rather than the frequent.  However, an increasing 
number within the tradition would now question that, 
recognising that the celebrating of Holy Communion is in fact an 
integral part of a worship service as we respond to God’s Word. 
 

Last year the Parish Council at Opoho agreed to the request from 
the Minister, for a trial period, to begin monthly Communion at 

‘first Sunday of the month’ services –we would continue with the 
more formal Quarterly Communion every third month beginning 
March and experience different ways of gathering around the 
table at the other times.  And so:   
 We have gathered together at the front of the church, 

together around the table. 
 We have come forward to the front of the church to be 

served. 
 We have learned to be patient and be prepared for the 

unexpected and slightly awkward. 
 We have different types of bread, sometime cut, sometimes 

to be torn from a loaf. 

 We have recognised that there are those who need an 
alternative to wheat bread. 

 We have seen the awe of the moment reflected in the faces 
of the young people of the church, aware of the import and 
delighting in the participation. 



 We have, at Wednesday Worship, had freshly baked home-

made bread, glasses not thimbles, and happy conversation 
as we shared the meal at the table that Christ calls us to. 

 
It has, I hope, been a time for everyone of revisiting the 
understanding and experiences that are part of sharing in the 
sacrament of Holy Communion with each other and in the 
presence of God.  
  
And included in that is, I hope, a questioning of some of the less 
helpful understandings that seem to have become synonymous 
with communion, some of which are: 
 Only the worthy might take Communion. It would be a 

rather empty table. 
 Only those who ‘properly’ understand can be served. Again 

many empty spaces. 
 That it is something of a ritual (with scary ritualistic 

language) rather than an experience of God’s love and 
presence with us.  

 That it is a reward rather than a need, a place of 
choreographed perfection rather than stumbling brokenness 
and delighted gathering. 

 

And so it is that we have decided to continue with these more 
regular Communion Services, including the retaining of the 
formal Quarterly Communion and a variety of other approaches 
to the sacrament on the other months.  May we continue to 
experience and explore hospitality both round Christ’s table and 
in our community.   
 
Margaret Garland 

 
 
 

Parish Council news 
 
Church life stepped on the accelerator in February.   A keen crew 
enjoyed the parish picnic at Brighton, with several taking to the 
ocean to swim, movie group resumed and the Bible Book a 
Month discussions got under way again. 
 



Of special significance was the resumption of the Wednesday 

Worship series, on foremothers and forefathers. 
 

Opoho this Easter is hosting the north end churches’ breakfast 
after the dawn Sunday service atop Mt Cargill.   Last year we 
enjoyed the hospitality at Sacred Heart Church hall in the valley.  
About 30 people were there.  This year, thanks to an early Easter 
and daylight saving continuing, the dawn service will be at a late 
time of 7.30am and breakfast beginning at 8am. 
 

We learned from Margaret at our February meeting that 
Presbyterian Support actually counts (most of the time) the 
number of food bank items we donate with our other offerings 

each week.  So I rang to check. The tally last year was 644, and 
the woman I spoke to at PS said that was “awesome”.  I agree!  
We have also received a letter of thanks and a certificate for the 
donations.  This, obviously, is in addition to what parishioners 
give to PS individually. 
 

Last year we decided, at least for a while, to switch the small 
bowl on the offering trolley with targeted giving from 
Presbyterian Support to the Dunedin Night Shelter.  There’s 
usually several dollars there each week.  The Parish Council 
wondered whether this should continue or whether that 

collection should go back towards the food bank.   It decided to 
ask parishioners what they thought.  Feedback on this to me 
(473 8862 or psomer39@gmail.com) or Mark Bevin (473 8677 
or mark.bevin@gmail.com). 
 

While we're on the subject of generosity, Christian World Service 
have been in touch with thanks and with receipts.  The amount 
collected through our offerings in the CWS special envelopes was 
$995.  Parishioners might also have given more without the 
specific Opoho church identification. 
 

What makes such giving the more special is because of the 

demands of our own church finances.  We need so much to stay 
viable as a congregation with a full-time minister (which we think 
is essential for our future), that there must often be little left 
over. 
 

Yet, to remain a healthy parish carrying out our mission in Christ, 
we must always also be looking outside ourselves to others and 
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the community. 
 

By the time this newsletter appears, the Meet the Neighbour 
morning tea will have been held.  It is another example where 
we can be part of the community. 
 

Margaret and Mark are among those who have been attended 
meetings about the arrival of Syrian refugees to Dunedin. It is 
slowly becoming clearer about how churches might be able to 
help, and more will emerge about what is useful and possible. 
Margaret has now officially finished as Interim Moderator and 
Settlement Board Convenor for Waikouaiti, with Jin Sook Kim 
becoming the parish's minister. The Southern Presbytery, 

however, is always very keen to use people as talented as 
Margaret, and she is now the Ministry Workgroup Convenor (I 
won't try to explain what that means!). 
 

We are thrilled to have Fiona Stirling and Shona Somerville co-
ordinating the fair (with the community art exhibition), with the 
date of 7 May.  This is both a vital fund raiser and an important 
community event. 
 

And what a treat it will be to have Joy Cowley here on 25 June.  
Details on that are just beginning to be worked out. 
 

Thanks to those who put together the flyer and who distributed 
it in early to mid-February. 
 
Philip Somerville 
 

 

Opoho News 
We are sad to record the death of Eoin Macaulay who was the 
father of Gregor Macaulay, on 5 February.  He was 100 and 
was residing at Montecillo Veterans’ Home and Hospital.   His 
service was conducted by the Rev John Sinclair. 
 

We report that Julie Culpitt won a silver medal at the Masters' 
Games.   She is very good at playing euchre. 
 

And Matthew Ogle continues on his leading way in athletics.  At 
a recent tournament in Dunedin he won the 400m race for 15 to 
17-year-old athletes and was second in the 100m.   He also plays 



the clarinet with the Music Group at our services of worship from 

time to time. 
 
Alan and Pam Cloughley will be away for about four months.  
They are travelling with their caravan and the last time they 
enjoyed being in Tauranga.   We will look forward to their stories 
when they return. 
 

Our architect friend, Michael Ovens, is designing 25 apartments 
in Filleul Street, near London Street. It is planned to be four 
storeys high and have 15 one-bedroom and 10 two-bedroom 
apartments.    We will watch with much interest the growth of 
this enterprise. 
 

On the wider scene, we noted that a derelict house was burnt 
down on Signal Hill about 4.00am on Saturday, 13 February.   
Fire engine crews from 4 centres attended.  There were no 
injuries. 
 

Our minister has been the Nominator and Interim Moderator of 
Waikouaiti parish.  So it is satisfying to report that the Rev Jin 
Sook Kim has been ordained and inducted as the minister there.   
She will lead two services a month. 
 

We have some excellent jigsaws for you to borrow.   They are in 

Morrison Lounge and will keep you busy for a long time.  Try a 
Wasgij [back to front jigsaw]. 
 

The Rev. Alofa Lale has had some good publicity in her quest to 
attend the 60th Commission on the status of women.  It is being 
held at the United Nations headquarters from 12 to 24 March.   
She is one of 10 delegates from the Presbyterian Church in New 
Zealand. 
 

And there was some very good publicity about the North East 
Valley Community Garden in the Star on 18 February.   With 
much hard work and planning there is an strong result in 

vegetables, such as carrots, asparagus, fennel and tomatoes.   
The secretary is Jenny Roxborogh.  And North East Valley is 
having a "commercial resurgence as new businesses set up...". 
 

Opoho Playcentre at 28A Signal Hill Road is open Monday to 
Friday from 9.00am to 12 noon.     If you have any eligible 
children, they would love to meet you.  Phone 473-0819. 



 

The Director of the Otago Museum, Dr Ian Griffin is a very 
accomplished astronomer. In his article on 10 February, he 
shared the information that there is to be a total eclipse of the 
sun on 22nd July 2028 in Dunedin from 4.15pm.   The last one 
was on 27 December 1163 and the next one will be on 12 May 
2431.   We hope that many of us will be alive to join in this 
amazing event. 
 
Laurie Williams 
 
 
 

Join us reading the book of Ruth this March 
 
Even if you aren’t interested in reading the Bible from cover to 
cover, why not join us and read Ruth this month. The book of 
Ruth is very accessible, as it is a story with universal appeal, and 
is only is only 3¼ pages in my Bible.  As one commentator said 
“The book of Ruth tells a touching story of the love and devotion 
of an ancestor of David and Jesus Christ. It also reminds us of 
what is important to God. The story of Ruth offers vital lessons 
to every generation and has enjoyed nearly universal acceptance 
by biblical scholars and critics throughout the centuries. All seem 

to be captured by its timeless message of faith, personal 
sacrifice, and the deeper issues of life and human fulfillment” 
(Rob Demarest @ http://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible/holy-
bible/old-testament/the-writings/the-book-of-ruth/) 
 

People are most welcome to pop into the Bible Book discussions 
when we are discussing a book of particular interest to them, as 
Ruth may be for some.  
 

This month we meet at 7.30 pm on Thursday 10 March at 129 
Signal Hill Road and everyone is welcome, even if you can only 
make an occasional evening or are new to the Bible.  
 

Please read Ruth beforehand if possible. For more information, 
please ask Margaret the minister, or John Stenhouse the 
discussion leader. 
 



 
 

Movie Group 
The March movie is one especially suited to Lent – Chocolat – 
and tells the story of a chocolate shop opening in the middle of 
Lent in a French village that is traditionally expected to be 
focused on abstinence and self-denial.  The owner of the 
chocolate shop is a woman, a single parent and atheist, the 
mayor a strictly traditional observer of Lenten self-restraint. 
If you haven't seen it, well worth it, and if you have then you 
will know how good it is. Note that it on the first Thursday of the 

month –3 March at 7pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Coming Up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church 
2 March ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 

7 pm: Wednesday Worship An Unlikely Friendship 

3 March ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Night Chocolat 
195 Signal Hill Road 

4 March ~ Friday 7 pm: World Day of Prayer at Sacred Heart Church, 
North Road 

6 March ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Quarterly Communion 
the Rev. Margaret Garland  

9 March ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 
7 pm: Wednesday Worship Generational Influences 

10 March ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion: Ruth 
129 Signal Hill Road 

13 March ~ Sunday 8.30 am: Pastoral Carers’ breakfast meeting.  
Morrison Lounge 
10 am worship: the Rev. Margaret Garland  

16 March ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 
7 pm: Wednesday Worship with Communion. Ruth 

17 March  ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge 

20 March ~ Sunday 10 am: worship for Palm Sunday. 
the Rev. Margaret Garland  
Deadline for the April Opoho Signal 

23 March ~ Wednesday 2 pm: Fellowship Group in the Morrison Lounge 
the Rev. Graeme Munro on an Easter theme 

24 March ~ Thursday 7 pm: Maundy Thursday service 
Morrison Lounge 

25 March ~ Friday 7 pm: Good Friday service in the Church 
Note the different time 

27 March  ~ Sunday 7.30 am:  North East Valley churches’ Easter Morning 
service at Mt Cargill 
8 am: Breakfast at Opoho Church  
10 am worship: the Rev. Margaret Garland  
and Music Group 

3 April ~ Sunday Daylight saving finishes. Clocks go back one hour. 
10 am: worship with Holy Communion 
the Rev. Margaret Garland  
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community Committee 
meeting at the back of Church. 

7 April ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion.  
1 Samuel at 129 Signal Hill Road 

Lectionary Readings for March 
 



6 March Lent 4 22C………………………………………………………………………….. 

Josh 5: 9-12 Ps 32 2Cor 5: 16-21 Lk 15:1-3, 11b-

32 

March 13 Lent 5 23C ……………………………………………………………………… 

Is 43: 16-21 Ps 126 V Phil 3: 4b-

14 

Jn 12: 1-8 

March 20 Lent 6 24C Palm Sunday or Passion Sunday………………….  

Is 50: 4-9 V None or Ps 
118: 1-2, 19-

29 or Ps 31: 

9-16 

None or Phil 
2: 5-11 

Palm Lk 19: 28-
40 Passion Lk 

22: 14-23: 56 or 

Lk 23: 1-49 

March 21 Monday 25C  ………………………………………………………………… 

Is 42: 1-9 Ps 36: 5-11 Heb 9: 11-15 Jn 12: 1-11 

 

March 22 Tuesday 26C  Jn 12: 20-36…………………………………………… 

Is 49: 1-7 Ps 71: 1-14 1 Cor 1: 18-
31 

1 Cor 1: 18-31 

March 23 Wednesday 27C  …………………………………………………………….. 

Is 50: 4-9 Ps 70 Heb 12: 1-3 Jn 13: 21-32 

 

March 24 Maundy Thursday 28C ……………………………………………………. 

Ex 12: 1-4, 

(5-10), 11-14 

Ps 116: 1-2, 

12-19 

1 Cor 11: 23-

26 

Jn 13: 1-17, 

31b-35 

March 25 Good Friday 29C……………………………………………………………. 

  Is 52: 13- 
53: 12 

Ps 22 Heb 10: 16-25 
or Heb 4: 14-

16, 5: 7-9 

Jn 18: 1- 19: 42 

March 26 Holy Saturday 30C  ………………………………………………………… 

  Job 14: 1-14 
or Lam 3: 1-

9, 19-24 

Ps 31: 1-4, 
15-16 

1 Peter 4: 1-8 Mt 27: 57-66 or 
Jn 19: 38-42 

March 27 Easter Dawn 31C ……………………………………………………………  

Ex 14: 10-31, 

15: 20-21 

Ps 114 Rom 6: 3-11 Lk 24: 1-12 

March 27 Easter Day 31C  ………………………………………………………………. 

Acts 10: 34-

43 or Is 65: 

17-25 

Ps 118: 1-2, 

14-24 

1 Cor 15: 19-

26 or Acts 10: 

34-43 

Jn 20: 1-18 or Lk 

24: 1-12 

April 3 Easter 2 32C  ………………………………………………………………………. 

Acts 5: 27-32 Ps 118: 14-29 
or Ps 150 

Rev 1: 4-8 Jn 20: 19-31 

 
 



United Nations 60th Commission on the Status of Women 

From 14 to 24 March, the Rev. Alofa Lale of Dunedin, along 
with a number of other NZ Presbyterian women, is attending 
this meeting in New York.  On Sunday 6 March at 6pm there is 
a special screening of the highly acclaimed Three Wise Cousins 
at the Rialto cinema to help her raise money for this trip.  You 
need to pre-buy tickets – there are no door sales.  They cost 
$20 adult, $35 double, $15 students and unwaged and can be 
booked by contacting Alofa Lale at 0276616478 or 
alofa.lale@gmail.com or Jules Kesha Aiau on 0212679588  
 
Having seen the movie myself I can thoroughly recommend it – 
hilarious, poignant, with social commentary and a bit of 
slapstick all in one.  No. 4 on the Listener Top 10 Movies with 
the tiniest budget and relatively unknown actors – just goes to 
show. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Opportunities for Service 
 

  6-Mar 13-Mar 20-Mar 27-Mar 3-Apr 10-Apr 

Morning 

Tea 

Graeme 

Munro 

Tui Bevin 

Bronwen 

Strang 

Jenny 

Bunce 

Christine 

Cleugh 

Rodda &  

Hamilton 
Cunninghams Murrays 

Door 

Duty 

Hamish 

Spencer 

Jane Bloore 

Cunninghams 
Graeme 

Munro 

Gregor 

Macaulay 

Andrew 

Smith 

Ned Spencer 

Mike Garland 
Somervilles 

Readers 
Gaynor 

Haig 
Tui Bevin 

Matthew 

Ogle 

Andrea 

Johnston 

Gregor 

Macaulay 
Andrew Smith 

Prayers   
Marian 

Weaver 

Tui 

Bevin 

Kirsten 

Beyer 
  Gregor Macaulay 

Music 
David 

Murray 
Mark Bevin 

Gaynor 

Haig 

Music 

Group 
David Murray Mark Bevin 

Flowers Judy Rodda Judy Rodda 
Phyllis 

Sinclair 

Phyllis 

Sinclair 

Shona 

Somerville 

Shona 

Somerville 

Hall 

Cleaning 

Michael 

Ovens 

Michael 

Ovens 

Andrew 

Smith 

Andrew 

Smith 
Somervilles Somervilles 

Church 
Cleaning 

Rodda / 
Hamilton 

Rodda / 
Hamilton 

Smith / 
Spencers 

Smith / 
Spencers 

Fiona Stirling Fiona Stirling 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Please have material for the April newsletter to the Editor by 
20 March: marian.weaver@clear.net.nz 


