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Editorial   – Opoho Signal July 2016 

 
They say that in the shorter days of winter there is opportunity 
for each of us to examine life, to ponder the future and reflect 
on what has been.  I am not sure our busyness gives way to 
contemplative moments any more at this time of year than any 
other but, as with any good idea, it is worth bringing out of the 
cupboard from time to time. 
 
And my pondering this year has me looking back and forward – 
back four years to the early days of our getting to know each 

other as a church family and forward to where we might be in a 
few years.  And among the many amazing memories and 
expectant hopes for the future perhaps the one that is most 
occupying my thoughts at the moment is the turning around of 
the financial sustainability of this community of faith.  
  

Do we begin to realise how spectacular that is in a time when 
many are struggling to survive?  Have we fully appreciated the 
quiet generosity of the people of parish – not just in giving 
money but in the other ways in which many are able to 
contribute to the life of the church: fundraising, donating goods 

and skills to all aspects of our life that would otherwise entail 
additional costs? 
 
And the hard question is: are we willing to continue?   Over the 
last couple of years we have cut our budgeted deficit by two 
thirds and we will be asking at our annual meeting for you to 
endorse a budget that will aim for break even.  And that is not 
the end of it – the following year how about some surplus so that 
mission can be intentionally funded and responded to.  How 
awesome would that be?  Actually, how essential is that if we 
are to be the living embodiment of Christ speaking out and acting 

for the healing of the world? 
 
How sad that much of the energy of the wider church is going 
into ‘keeping head above water’ planning and that being active, 
missional, community facing is coming a poor second.  This 
needs to change – ‘whatever it takes.’ And Opoho church has 
taken a big step towards this changing this attitude and outlook. 
For the truth is, in the words of St Teresa of Avila: 



 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 
No hands but yours, 
no feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which 
Christ looks compassion on this world. 

Yours are the feet with which 
he is to go about doing good. 

Yours are the hands through which 
he blesses all the world. 

 

So we are on the right track at Opoho.  But we cannot, of course, 
just keep digging deeper and deeper into our pockets and so 
have to face the inevitable question: how do we balance who we 
wish to be as God’s people with the energy and resource to do 
so?  
 Do we look further afield for creative resourcing and, if so, 

what and who will do it? 
 Do we understand that offerings and fundraising are the 

primary (often only) source of income for a Presbyterian 
Church? 

 Have we regularly looked at our weekly offering and asked if 
we could give more or, if times are tough, if we can sustain 
what we give?  Do we give for every week, even when we are 
not at Sunday Service? 

 Do we truly believe that we are the body of Christ and that 
ours are the hands, the eyes, the feet through which Christ 
brings blessing to the world? If so what are we prepared to do 
and be to make that happen? 

 

The Leadership Retreat in July and the Annual Meeting at the 
end of August will both be opportunities to consider these 
questions and approaches. 
   

Together may we continue to be a vibrant and outward-facing 
community of faith actively pursuing God’s vision made known 
in Jesus Christ and guided by the Spirit and, by doing so, 
ourselves growing in faith and understanding. 
 
Margaret Garland 

Parish Council news 



It has been so pleasing to see so much life around the church.   

It didn't take long after the fair and art show for the pace to pick 
up again.  Regular services and events (movie night, Fellowship 
Group, Bible book of the month group) ticked along, and then 
we hurtled into another Wednesday worship series, Soulspace 
again and the Joy Cowley weekend. 

As Margaret said, it has been “an absolute delight” to see the 
response to Joy's Saturday sessions.  It is great to have to bring 
lots of extra chairs into the church to cope with the numbers. 

We also shared in the baptism of James Beyer. It is always lovely 
seeing three generations in the church.  Other family and friends 
made a special addition to the service. 

Notice has come from the Property and Finance Committee of 
plans for a noticeboard by our letterbox on Signal Hill Road.  This 
will complement the large signs and will contain church 
information with some detail.  A donation towards the costs was 
offered and gratefully accepted. 

There should be information elsewhere in the newsletter about 

a working bee, with inside as well as outside jobs needing 
attention. We look forward to the spirit that is engendered when 
we work together in common purpose. 

We know how spoilt we are in all our Opoho musicians.  The word 
of their talent has certainly spread, and they have been called 
on to provide music for an evening service in July at Knox 
Church.  

A retreat for parish council members is being held at the end of 
July.  

Philip Somerville 
 



Parish News 

 
Michael Ovens, who is involved with being the architect of the 
new one- and two-bedroom apartments at 97 Filleul Street, 
informs us that a large number of the two-bed ones have been 
sold even before they are built. 
 
By the time you receive this Signal, Joy Cowley will have been 
to Opoho and led workshops on "Approaches to Christian Living": 
titled "Coming home to the undivided self" and "When the well 
is empty".   Interest meant that there was a full church. 

 
Dr Peter Strang, a past member of our parish, wrote the Faith 
and Reason column of 27 May in the Otago Daily Times.   In a 
straightforward way, he wrote on snapshots of faith.   He 
mentioned looking after a United Church rural hospital in Papua 
New Guinea, a call up the road towards Riversdale and climbing 
in the Antarctic with Ed Hillary.  These experiences come from 
his life in all of its richness and indeed struggle at times. The 
original is in the 4th scrapbook in the Morrison Lounge. 
 
Incidentally his and Marion's son in law, the Rev. Dr Bruce 
Hamill, has moved on from Coastal Unity parish to Island Bay 
parish in Wellington.   
 
Isn’t it good that we can run and afford full-time ministry at 
Opoho!  The more we hear about other suburban parishes, the 
more it seems that many are struggling to maintain their 
ministry presence.  Churches in the north end, throughout South 
Dunedin and the Peninsula may be looking at different ways of 
being ‘church’. 
 

What is your view of the place of music in worship?  Our minister 
is going on well-earned study leave to study this topic.  Evidently 
it is a subject which has received little theological attention even 
though we sing four or more hymns every Sunday.  Have you a 
view on this subject that is worth sharing with Margaret?   Why 
not talk it over with her? 
 
We have noted that 24 Northfield Avenue, 41 Grandview 
Crescent and 161 and 176 Evans Street have been sold recently. 



 

Have you noted that the mail box on the corner of Blacks Road 
and Signal Hill Road has been removed?  To mail that envelope 
you need to go to the Gardens Shopping Centre.   Our belief is 
that New Zealand Post is a service and is there to serve the 
community.  We also note post boxes in Pine Hill, North East 
Valley and Brockville are being removed.  Is there anything that 
can be done to retain a portion of our community? 
 
Presbyterian Support Otago has an article in its latest magazine 
[June 2016] on the homeless in Otago. It’s worth reading.  And 

read about the first annual meeting of this organisation in 1907. 
 
In 2000 the General Assembly met for its biennial meeting in 
Dunedin.  It comes here again this year from 16 to 20 November.   
Let us pray that the spirit of unity is strong. 
 
The ODT Mix for Saturday 18 June included articles about music 
makers.  One musician who is mentioned is Cameron Monteath 
who lives in Opoho with his parents Susan and David. Cameron 
is 14 years old and is a pianist, violinist and a composer.  He 
attends Logan Park High School and is the only Otago musician 
among 16 entries in the original composition section of the New 
Zealand Community Trust Chamber Music Contest. 
 
Laurie Williams 
 
 
Movie group: The next movie group is Thursday 14 July at 
the Somerville’s, 39 Grandview Crescent at 7pm. Supper 
provided.  Information about movies to be shared will be 
available in the Sunday intimations closer to the time. Ring 

Shona for any enquiries telephone 4738862 or 
email shonahsomerville@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Soulspace. Come and join us in a warm candlelit church for 
some quiet and a time of contemplation. Sunday 17 July at 7pm. 
Ring Shona for any enquiries ph 4738862 or 
email shonahsomerille@gmail.com 

http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email(%27shonahsomerville%40gmail.com%27)
http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email(%27shonahsomerille%40gmail.com%27)


 

 
Fellowship Meeting 

 
At the July meeting of the Fellowship to be held on Wednesday 
27July the speaker will be the Rev. Alofa Lale.   She attended 
the United Nations’ 60th Commission on the Status of Women in 
March this year. She was a member of the Presbyterian Women’s 
delegation and has an interesting tale to tell. She met Helen 
Clark at the UN headquarters.  Our meeting will be held in 

Morrison Lounge and we hope that you can come. 
On behalf of the Fellowship, Val Williams 

 
 
 

Rubbish/Recycling 
 

It would be helpful if rubbish and recyclables could be separated 
in the same way we do at home. 
 

Remember - we pay for putting stuff out in the black bags, while 
the recycling is removed free. 
 

If paper, cardboard etc goes into the kitchen rubbish it becomes 
soiled or soggy - and becomes 'rubbish', and recyclable plastics 
can get lost in the bag. 
 

To save time, clean, dry recyclable material can be put in the 
blue bin to be sorted on collection morning (or put directly into 
the wheelie bin outside).. 
 

We don't get much glass, but recyclable bottles go in the blue 
bin.     It all helps.   Simon Rae 

 
 
 
 

Working Bee at the Church 
 
If you can find a spare hour or two please do come along and 
help at our working bee on Saturday 16 July.  It will be both 
inside and out (weather permitting) and is always a time of good 



fellowship as well as great work.  There is something about all 

coming together and getting stuck in to keeping our church safe 
and welcoming. 
 
Because it is winter we have decided to meet at 10am and if we 
are still there after 12 we will happily get some lunch together.   
 

We believe….. 
 
When Joy Cowley was here she asked those attending the 
Saturday sessions to think about articulating a creed that spoke 

into their relationship and journey with God.  Here is one for 
younger people written by Ruth Burgess as published in Acorns 
and Angels p.180.  The enthusiasm is wonderful…. 
 
We believe in God. 
What kind of God? 
A creative God who made the stars and the spiders. 
A warm God who is bright and full of colour. 
A God who is our friend, who loves us and knows us by name. 
 
We believe in Jesus. 
What is he like?   Tell me about him? 
He was exciting.  He told lots of stories.  He made people laugh 
and smile. 
He reached out to people: he listened to them and helped 
them. 
He asked people questions: he challenged them, made them 
think. 
Some people didn’t like Jesus.  They told lies about him and he 
was sentenced to death and killed.  But God brought Jesus 
back to life again.  Following Jesus is an adventure, a journey, 

a good surprise. 
 
 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit. 
What’s that? 
Maybe ‘who’s that?’  Someone who brings us to God. 
Someone who lets us know how much God loves us. 
Someone we can’t see but can feel. 



Like the wind blowing our hair. 

Like the warmth of a candle flame. 
 
 
We believe in the Church. 
This church or the one down the road? 
Every church, all of them together 
Not the buildings, but all the people who love God. 
All of us working together with God to make the world beautiful 
 
 

We believe God calls us. 
To do what? 
To love all people. 
To forgive them when they hurt us. 
To trust and not be afraid. 
To help make the world the place God wants it to be. 
to care for the world and enjoy it. 
Amen. 
Pardon? 
Amen. It means – so be it – let it happen. 
Oh!  OK – Amen 
Amen 
 



 

For the Fishermen in our church….. 
 

 
 

Opportunities for Service 
 

Rosters for the week leading up to, and including, the Sunday 
 

 

Morning 

Tea 
Door Duty Readers Prayers Music 

Flower

s 

Hall 

Cleanin
g 

Church 

Cleanin
g 

3 
Jul 

Jane Bloore 
Jenny 
Bunce 

Mike Garland 
Tertius 
Jacobs 

Gaynor 
Haig 

 
David 
Murray 

Winter 
Flowers 

Daniel 
Larsen 

Daniel 
Larsen 

10 
Jul 

Rodda & 
Hamilton 

Jane Bloore   
Maria Larsen 

Mike 
Garland 

Tertius 
Jacobs 

Mark 
Bevin 

Winter 
Flowers 

Jane 
Bloore 

Jenny 
Bunce 

17 
Jul 

Smith / 

Spencers 

Cunningham

s 

Tertius 

Jacobs 
 

Gaynor 

Haig 

Winter 

Flowers 

Jane 

Bloore 

Jenny 

Bunce 

24 
Jul 

Somervilles 
Tui Bevin 
Joseph 

Larsen 

Andrea 
Johnston 

Daniel 
Larsen 

David 
Murray 

Winter 
Flowers 

Mulders 
Michael 
Ovens 

31 
Jul 

Bronwen 
Strang 

Tony Parry 

Michael 
Ovens 

Andrew 
Smith 

Daniel 

Larsen 

Gregor 

Macaulay 

Music 

Group 

Winter 

Flowers 
Mulders 

Michael 

Ovens 

7 
Aug 

Fiona 
Stirling 
Chris 
Young 

Abby Smith 
Marian 
Weaver 

Gregor 
Macaulay 

 
David 
Murray 

Winter 
Flowers 

Andrew 
Smith 

Rodda / 
Hamilton 

14 
Aug 

Tui Bevin 

Kirsten 
Beyer 

Mike Garland 

Hamish 
Spencer 

Matthew 
Ogle 

Andrew 
Smith 

Mark 
Bevin 

Winter 
Flowers 

Andrew 
Smith 

Rodda / 
Hamilton 



 

If you have not already done so, please let me know of any 
dates between now and the end of October, when you know 
you will not be available.     Many thanks.     Andrea 
Johnston……Ph: 473-9473; Mobile: 021-516-275;  

Email: andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz 
 

 
 

Coming Up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church 
 

3 July ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion, 
the Rev. Margaret Garland  

5 July ~ Tuesday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion 
Second Kings at 129 Signal Hill Road 

6 July ~ Wednesday 6.00 pm: Light meal 
6.30 pm: Wednesday Worship. Finding our 
way around faith and religion 

10 July ~ Sunday 8.30 am: Pastoral Carers’ breakfast Morrison 
Lounge 
10 am: worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 

13 July ~ Wednesday 6.00 pm: Light meal 
6.30 pm: Wednesday Worship with 
Communion Sanctuary 

14 July ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group at 39 Grandview Crescent, 
Opoho 

16 July ~ Saturday 10 am: Working bee at Church – inside and 
outside 

17 July ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 
 
7 pm: Soulspace in the Church 

20 July ~ Wednesday Deadline for the August “Opoho Signal” 

24 July ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 

27 July ~ Wednesday 2 pm: Fellowship Group in the Morrison 
Lounge, the Rev. Alofa Lale on her trip to New 
York for the 60th Commission on the Status of 
Women at the UN 

28 July ~ Thursday  7.30pm: Christian Development Committee 
meeting at 39 Grandview Crescent 

30 July ~ Saturday 10 am to 3 pm; Opoho Leadership Retreat 

mailto:andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz


31 July ~ Sunday 10 am: worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 

and Music Group with Mavis Duncanson on the 
UN visit. 
11.30am Pot Luck meal in the Hall 

4 August ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion 
First Chronicles at 129 Signal Hill Road 

7 August ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion, 
the Rev. Margaret Garland 
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community 
Committee meeting at the back of Church. 

28 August ~ Sunday 10 am: worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 
and Music Group 
11.15 am: Opoho Church Annual Meeting 

 
 
 

Lectionary Readings for July 
 

3 July Pentecost 7 46C…………………………………………………………………….. 

2 Kgs 5: 1-14  Ps 30  Gal 6: (1-6), 
7-16  

Luke 10: 1-11, 
16-20 

10 July Pentecost 8 47C………………………………………………………………….. 

Amos 7: 7-17 Ps 82 
 

Col 1: 1-14 Lk 10: 25-37 

17 July Pentecost 9 48 C 

Amos 8: 1-12 Ps 52 
 

Col 1: 15-28 Lk 10: 38-42 

24 July Pentecost 10 49C………………………………………………………………… 

Hos 1: 2-10 Ps 85 Col 2: 6-15 
(16-19) 

Lk 11: 1-13 

31 July Pentecost 11 50 C………………………………………………………………. 

Hos 11: 1-11 Ps 107: 1-9, 

43 

Col 3: 1-11 Lk 12: 13-21 

7 August Pentecost 12 51 C…………………………………………………………… 

Is 1: 1, 10-
20 

Ps 50: 1-8, 
22-23 

Heb 11: 1-3, 
8-6 

Lk 12: 32-40 

 
 

Please have any articles for the August newsletter to the editor 
by 22 July: marian.weaver@clear.net.nz or 4730174 

mailto:marian.weaver@clear.net.nz

