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Editorial
I thought that, as the new editor of the Signal, I should write an
editorial.
I have inherited the job, or parts of it, from Andrea Johnston.  As a
parish, we are grateful for her tenure as editor and I in particular am
grateful that she will continue to be involved with layout work and the
physical and electronic production and distribution of future issues.
But it is not just the editor that is new.  We have begun a new year.
Around the world, fireworks and excessive consumption of alcohol
marked the anniversary of the last time that the earth finished circling
the sun.  It was actually a stunningly banal event to celebrate.
Nothing happened except a renumbering of a period of time –
important for practical reasons but scarcely an obvious cause for
revelry.
Other cultures and religions mark the beginning of a new year at
different times – think of Matariki (the modern celebrations appear to
be something of an invented tradition), the Chinese New Year, and
the Jewish New Year – and 1 January was fixed as New Year’s Day
in Scotland only in 1600 and in England in 1752.  Our tax year
begins on 1 April, and the liturgical year for most Christians begins
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with the first Sunday of Advent, in late November or early
December – but for Orthodox Christians the liturgical year begins in
September.  And our personal new years begin on our birthdays or
other anniversaries, scattered throughout the calendar year.
In reality, therefore, the first of January is not of enormous
significance, unless you have a special wish to remember particular
saints whose feast day it is, such as St Fulgentius of Ruspe[1] and
the equally exotic St Zdislava of Lemberk[2] (patron of difficult
marriages and of people ridiculed for their piety).
Christianity looks back to actual events in history (admittedly with
mythical elements at times), rather than to completely unhistorical
myths, such as those of the Greeks and Romans.  It is a religion
based on accounts of real people being called, of being rescued, of
being resurrected, of new beginnings.  The dates of such events
are immaterial – a new year can begin at any time.
We both look back in history and look ahead with hope and faith to
a time when “when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God as
the waters cover the sea”.  Yet we also see around us a world of
Brexit and Trump and Putin, of tsunamis and famine, of wars and
rumours of wars.  Whatever the circumstances, whatever the date
or season, it is encouraging to recall the words of Minnie Louise
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Parish Council Report
Welcome to the New Year and all that it will bring to us as
individuals and as the church community.  We hope you have
found rest and renewal over the Christmas season.

Opoho Church People News

Congratulations to Lydia White, daughter of Marian Weaver and
former Sunday School member at Opoho, and William Wood who
married in Dunedin on 14 January. William is from Auckland and
they will honeymoon in the Bay of Islands and visit some of his
family before heading back in early February to Berlin where they
live.
The Parish Council agreed to the request that I baptise my great-
niece on 8 December – this was held in the family’s home and
attended by three of the elders of Opoho Church to represent the
congregation.  The family have both New Zealand and Icelandic
traditions and one from Iceland is that the name of the child is not
known by anyone apart from the mother and father until the
moment of baptism – a very difficult thing to keep quiet about and
a very good reason to have a baptism sooner rather than later.
Everyone was delighted with the choice: they are family names
on both sides. So, at the age of 6 weeks, Anna Margret was

Haskins (1875-1957), quoted by King George VI almost 80 years
ago in his Christmas broadcast in 1939: I said to the man who
stood at the Gate of the Year, “Give me a light that I may tread
safely into the unknown.” And he replied, “Go out into the darkness,
and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better
than light, and safer than a known way.”

Gregor Macaulay
[1] www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=3485 St Fulgentius

[2] www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=5969 St Zdislava

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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named and welcomed into the body of Christ.  Anna (pronounced
with short a’s) was presented with a candle and a Bible by the
church – a special moment indeed.
We offer our sympathies to the friends and family of Kim Edwards
Cox who died unexpectedly and suddenly over the holiday period.
Kim and her daughter Nicole attended Opoho Church in the
1990s and early 2000s and Kim taught Sunday School.
It is a time of change for two members of our congregation who
have recently chosen to retire from their professional work.
Miriam Vollweiler finished at Mercy Hospital as their Occupational
Health and Infection Prevention Nurse and Gregor Macaulay is
finishing at the end of January from his position as Calendar
Editor and Regulations Adviser at the University – both have a
wealth of experience that they will take with them but there is a
strong hint that both are also really looking forward to the
opportunities that this change will bring.

Reflecting back on Christmas

We had a brief meeting of the Parish Council in December and
want to share some of the things that have happened over the
Christmas season.
Our Advent, Christmas and New Year services were, as always,
full and busy.  The community Advent service at the end of
November was our entrance into the season and it was wonderful
to welcome visitors from Ross Home, other churches and the
children of Liberton Christian School.  Thanks to all who
participated and prepared.  $200 was raised for the Hospice.
As well as the normal Sunday services we included a children’s
evening service and Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services.
We enjoyed a great deal of music and must thank musicians and
choir for their contribution – thanks especially to Mark and to
Abby.  Thanks also to Abby taking the Sunday service before
New Year.
For the first two Sundays of January we shared in worship with
the members of the Pacific Island Presbyterian Church in the
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Valley.  At the beginning of the month they came to worship at
Opoho and it was a wonderfully full church that day.  It was so good
to be able to greet each other in the name of Christ and, as you can
imagine, the singing was superb.  We were also delighted to
welcome some people from the Brockville community and the Rev.
Andrew Scott who led worship.
On the second Sunday the Opoho congregation was warmly
welcomed to the PIPC on North Road where our Minister led the
service.  It was interesting for us to see the similarities and
differences – none of which distracted us from the delight of being
able to share in worship together.  Again the singing was amazing –
at the combined services they sing a hymn each from the Cook
Islands, Niue, Tuvalu and Samoa as well as an English one so we
exercised our voices well.  The hospitality after the service was
abundant and the palagi Minister found herself asked to lead in
prayer for the blessing of the food and the going out from the
morning tea.  A very special time and we look forward to continuing
to build relationship with them and other churches in North Dunedin.

Sunday School

It has been of great concern to both families and church members
that we have been unable to provide a Sunday School option of any
worth in 2018 and we are hoping to take some steps to address that
this year.  To begin the year we are planning to have Sunday School
on the second Sunday of the month where activities and teaching
will be provided during the Sunday morning service.  It is hoped that
this will provide a focus for the families to come to and from this that
we might be able to grow the opportunities to celebrate the presence
of the children in our congregation.
Each Sunday we will continue to provide Chat Times, activities at the
back of the church, and generally welcome and delight in the
ministry that is children in our midst.
Don’t forget too the evening services we have for the children and
families four times a year as we come together at Advent, Easter,
Pentecost and the season of Creation.  In songs, crafts, stories and
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Presbytery Gathering
At least twice a year the Southern Presbytery meets as a full body
to discuss what is happening within the bounds of Otago and
Southland, to share in worship, to meet and get to know those of
other churches and regions and to discern directions for mission
and ministry within the region.

… cont P. 10

food we enjoy learning more about our special seasons as a
Christian church and getting to know each other.  We look forward to
the year ahead and hope you do too.

Coming Up

Church Picnic @ Tumai. Thanks again to the generous hospitality of
Fiona Stirling and Henrik Moller, we are able to invite you all to a
picnic at their house at Tumai, just north and east of Waikouaiti – the
date is set for Saturday 23 March, so pop that in your diary.  Details
of how to get there and what to bring will be send out closer to the
time.
As mentioned previously there were a number of suggestions for
ways in which we can encourage our church and the engagement
with community that came out of the ‘Taking the Pulse’ discussions.
These will all be considered by the Parish Council over the next few
months and we will let you know where we could do with some
helping hands.
The ecumenical ‘World Day of Prayer’ service will be held on Friday
1 March at 7 pm at Sacred Heart Catholic Church on North Road.
All are welcome and it is a wonderful opportunity to share with our
sisters and brothers in the north end of Dunedin.  The service this
year is prepared by the women of Slovenia and gives us an insight
into the realities of other Christian communities throughout the world.
Please do come and support it if you can.

Margaret Garland

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week
leading up to, and
including, Sunday:

Sunday Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers

February 2019

3-February Jenny Bunce
Christine Cleugh

Mike Garland
Gregor Macaulay

Gregor
Macaulay --

10-Februrary Tui Bevin
Tony Parry Cunninghams John

Stenhouse Abby Smith

17-February Jane Bloore
Jenny Roxborogh

Shona & Philip
Somerville Jenny Bunce —

24-February Shona & Philip
Somerville

John Stenhouse
Jane Bloore

Maurice
Andrew Marian Weaver

March 2019

3-March Smith / Spencer John & Mary
Somerville Jane Bloore —

10-March Bronwen Strang
Marian Weaver Smith / Spencer Gaynor Haig Andrew Smith

17-March Rodda / Hamilton Tui Bevin
Marian Weaver Andrew Smith —

24-March Jane Bloore
Tony Parry

Michael Ovens
Andrew Smith Mike Garland John

Roxborogh

31 March Shona & Philip
Somerville Cunninghams Hamish

Spencer —
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Opportunities   for   Service

Prayers Music Flowers Hall
Cleaning Church Cleaning

-- David Murray Allison Mulder Bronwen Strang Mulders

Abby Smith Mark Bevin Allison Mulder Bronwen Strang Mulders

— Gaynor Haig Jenny Roxborogh Fiona Stirling Andrew Smith

Marian Weaver Music Group Jenny Roxborogh Fiona Stirling Andrew Smith

— David Murray Shona Somerville Cunninghams Shona & Philip
Somerville

Andrew Smith Mark Bevin Shona Somerville Cunninghams Shona & Philip
Somerville

— Gaynor Haig Jane Bloore Christine Cleugh Jane Bloore

John
Roxborogh Mark Bevin Jane Bloore Christine Cleugh Jane Bloore

— Music Group Judy Rodda Gregor Macaulay Rodda / Hamilton
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Presbytery Gathering (cont)

At this gathering there will be a presentation of the work carried
out to date on the future shape of a sustainable presbytery that will
be better able to work within resources and vision for our church in
the south.  An elder and the minister from our church will be going
as will any others who are members of Presbytery.
We are meeting in Mataura this time on Saturday 23 February.
Please pray for wisdom and discernment on this day – there are a
number of important decisions to make and a need for some fresh
approaches to how we are the church here in the south.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Living the Christian Life
TED talks (‘ideas worth spreading’) are a fascinating and varied
series of short lectures by a wide range of speakers – scientists,
politicians, celebrities, academics, religious leaders, inventors, and
more – that deal with an equally wide range of topics within the
research and practice of science and culture, often through
storytelling.  Speakers are given a maximum of 18 minutes to
present their ideas in the most innovative and engaging ways they
can.  TED is an acronym for Technology, Entertainment, Design, but
that early emphasis (the first TED conference was held in 1984) has
long since been broadened considerably.
Judy Rodda has drawn attention to a TED talk by Christine Porath,
an associate professor at Georgetown University's McDonough
School of Business, Washington DC, with the title Why being
respectful to your co-workers is good for business.  As Judy points
out, being civil is the basis of living the Christian life – "Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you".
For a video and transcript of the full talk, visit

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

www.ted.com/talks/christine_porath_why_being_nice_to_your_coworkers_is_good_for_business/
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A Prayer for the New Year
The words of this hymn by Shirley Murray are worth pondering as
we begin another new year – they encourage us to have our eyes
open to new possibilities and that hope and peace will be our
byword this coming year.

Come in, come in New Year with shining summer day!
Your promise calls us here to celebrate and pray,
through January’s open door to stride with hopeful step once more.

Come in, New Year, and sell your wares of chance and change:
engage us with your spell to risk and re-arrange,
to feel the Spirit’s impulse beat, to follow down a different street.

For though December dies, still Christmas keeps the light,
the hope in children’s eyes, the star that shatters night;
now Simeon and Anna see the child who rules all time to be.

The calendar of Christ will mark the seasons’ turn,
his story claim our trust, his love be ours to learn,
For all the world, for young and old, we pray a year of peace
unfold.
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Psalm Writing Group

6.30pm Wednesday 20 February 2019
The last meeting of the psalm writing group offered a very rich
breadth of material from those who were there.  It was intriguing that,
although written without any consultation, there was an amazing
crossover of thinking in the pieces presented on the night.  These
psalms will be added to the book in the Morrison Lounge - please do
have a look.
Some of the psalms written by members of this group have also been
published on the Church’s web page:
www.opohochurch.org/psalms

We will meet again on Wednesday 20 February, with BYO takeaways
for tea.
It is not too late to decide to come along - you might have a psalm to
share or perhaps you would like to simply sit in, and join in the
conversation.  If you have any questions, or would like to come along
this month, please talk to the Minister.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About Movie Group
Movie nights are an opportunity for people to gather in someone’s
home, to watch a movie together, and afterwards reflect together
over a cup of tea or coffee, on anything that particularly struck them
as they watched.
The group is very informal.  All are welcome to come along as and
when they are able.
The gatherings are usually on the second Thursday of the month at
7.00 pm, between May and October.
Details of the month’s movie are included in the Sunday notices.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
After meeting now for 3½ years, the Bible Book of the Month study
group discussed Haggai in December.  Counting forwards, it looks
like we’ll finish the Old Testament at the beginning of Lent 2019.
If you need some reading, you might like to read ahead on the books
we will be looking at in the new year!

7 February ~ Zechariah
7 March ~ Malachi
4 April ~ Matthew

We continue to meet on the first Thursday of the month at 129 Signal
Hill Road and encourage you to join us.  For more information please
ask Margaret, the minister, or John Stenhouse at phone 473-8028 or
john.stenhouse@otago.ac.nz

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Interfaith Matters
The first week of February is World Interfaith Harmony Week,
officially on the United Nations calendar.  In Dunedin we will be
celebrating this with a dinner on Thursday 7 February, 6.30-8.30 pm:
Celebration of Harmony Dinner 2019.  Everyone is welcome!  It is a
wonderful chance to meet Dunedin people of many different faiths.
Initially you will know at least me (!), but you may be surprised by
whom you know.
It will be held at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
Fenton Crescent, St Clair.  It is vegetarian “potluck” (part of a main
meal or dessert), with the Most Rev. Michael Dooley, the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Dunedin, as the keynote speaker as well as
musical entertainment and activities for children.  The keynote
speaker is being confirmed – I will be able to tell you who it is well
before the evening.  If you would like to come and would prefer to go
with someone, or need a lift, just tell me and we can go together.

Bronwen Strang
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Calendar for the latter part of March 2019
The calendar for February and early March is on the back page.
10 March ~ Sunday 8.15 am: Pastoral Carers’ Breakfast,

Morrison Lounge
10.00 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret
Garland, with Sunday School

17 March ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship, Mary Somerville

23 March ~ Saturday Parish Picnic at Tumai - details to follow

24 March ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret
Garland
7 pm: Evening Service for Lent

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent
sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two
most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and
an on-line version of the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to
Facebook to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
Copies of the Parish Directory, with contact details of parishioners,
are available on the back pew in the church.
This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it
this way.  If you are not already on the email list, and would like to
be, please send an email either to Andrea
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz or to Margaret
marg.garland@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lectionary readings, 3 February - 24 March 2019
in Year C, the Year of Luke

Sunday 3rd February - 4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Jer 1: 4-10 Ps 71: 1-6 1 Cor 13: 1-13 Lk 4: 21-30

Sunday 10th February - 5th Sunday after Epiphany
Is 6: 1-8 (9-13) Ps 138 1 Cor 15: 1-11 Lk 5: 1-11

Sunday 17th February - 6th Sunday after Epiphany
Jer 17: 5-10 Ps 1 1 Cor 15: 12-20 Lk 6: 17-26

Sunday 24th February - 7th Sunday after Epiphany
Gen 45: 3-11, 15 Ps 37: 1-11,

39-40
1 Cor 15: 35-38,
42-50

Lk 6: 27-38

Sunday 3rd March - Transfiguration
Ex 34: 29-35 Ps 99 2 Cor 3: 12-4: 2 Lk 9: 28-36,

(37-43)

Wednesday 6th March - Ash Wednesday
Joel 2: 1-2, 12-
17 or Is 58: 1-12

Ps 51: 1-17 2 Cor 5: 20b-6: 10 Mt 6: 1-6,
16-21

Sunday 10th March - 1st Sunday in Lent

Deut 26: 1-11 Ps 91: 1-2, 9-16 Rom 10: 8b-13 Lk 4: 1-13

Sunday 17th March - 2nd Sunday in Lent
Gen 15: 1-12,
17-18

Ps 27 Phil 3: 17-4:1 Lk 13: 31-35
or
Lk 9: 28-36

Sunday 24th March - 3rd Sunday in Lent

Is 55: 1-9 Ps 63: 1-8 1 Cor 10: 1-13 Lk 13: 1-9

Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual
authors, unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Wednesday 20 February 2019
Please send all material for the March Opoho Signal to:

Gregor Macaulay, 88 Forfar Street, Mornington, Dunedin 9011
Email gregor.macaulay@outlook.com
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Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in
February and early March 2019

3 February ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland
and the Rev. Wayne Te Kaawa.
St Mark’s, Pine Hill will be joining us for
worship.

6 February ~ Wednesday Waitangi Day

7 February ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Zechariah
129 Signal Hill Road

10 February ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland
with Sunday School
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee, Minister’s Study

12 February ~ Tuesday 7.30 pm: Christian Development Committee,
195 Signal Hill Road

13 February ~
Wednesday

7.30 pm: Property and Finance Committee,
venue TBC

17 February ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland

20 February ~
Wednesday

6.30 pm to 8 pm: Psalm writing with BYO
takeaways, 129 Signal Hill Road.
March Opoho Signal deadline

21 February ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council Business Meeting
Morrison Lounge

24 February ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland

27 February ~
Wednesday

2 pm: Fellowship Group meets in the Morrison
Lounge with Margaret Garland

1 March ~ Friday 7 pm: World Day of Prayer from Slovenia,
Sacred Heart Church, 89 North Road

3 March ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland,
Quarterly Communion

6 March ~ Wednesday Ash Wednesday - first day of Lent

7 March ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Malachi 129
Signal Hill Road

The calendar for the remainder of March 2019 is on P. 14
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