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The Joy of Animals
Genesis 1:26

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness:
and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”

King James Version
There are times I wonder if the Lord truly meant “dominion over” our
own domestic animals, or at least the ones that we have in our
houses… After spending some time with my brother’s pets I feel this
passage needs a list at the end excluding certain animals from
“dominion over” - with cats being on that list of exclusions at least
twice, along with rabbits!
My brother wanted to get a pet as company for his cat, and he
settled on getting a rabbit. After looking around some different places
a couple of years ago he finally found one in a pet store that he really
liked. When asked, the store person said “Oh he won’t get too much
bigger, only about half a size more…”. Really wished I had thought to
Google the breed+Rex first, as the store person was rather wrong in
that assessment - he ended up doubling in size and then a smidgen
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over that. BG (better known as bunny) is the ruler of the house now,
he has such character, that if he were human I believe he would be a
paid standup comic, or perhaps a very successful criminal. There are
times I believe he thinks he is a cat: he even started digging wee
holes when he needed to relieve himself, he sleeps on the bed with
my brother and his cat, and has more than once had a go at climbing
the carpeted pole to a high platform the cat uses.
Bunny has his own pets now, 2 guinea pigs, Mel and Sue - however
since they arrived we have come to believe Mel is actually a Malcolm.
Bunny adores my parents, and I have seen Dad get down on the
ground more than once so that bunny can come and lick his arms.
When my parents are staying with my brother, bunny will jump up on
the couch between them and expect attention and pats and when my
parents first started staying with my brother, the rabbit dragged his
ceramic bowl into the lounge so he could eat with them. There are
many more stories that my parents, my brother and I could tell about
his escapades!
All of these animals, including my own cat, have brought a lot of joy
and laughter into our lives. I thank the Lord daily for having Missy in
my life, and for the animals in my brother’s life. I do wonder if God
could have foreseen that we would find such love and joy in his
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Parish Council Report
Many of you will have noticed all the work going on around the
church, and some serious maintenance is well in progress. There’s
been work on the vestry door, and Alan Cloughley and helpers have
painted the plaster wall between the garage and the gate. The real
biggie has been exterior woodwork repainting. Unfortunately, the
dreaded rot was found in a few windows. The finance and property
folk have been busy, busy, busy!
That’s included the working bees, with some good work outside and
a little indoors. But we haven’t managed the numbers to tackle long-
term, deep indoor cleaning. The kitchen is still on the radar for the
likes of cleaning around the windows, a thorough cleaning of the
inside and outside of the cupboards, work on the walls etc. If
anyone has a spare hour or two, please don’t hesitate to go on
down – or up as the case may be – and have a crack at a bit of that
work.
I’m (Philip) writing this because Tui was out of town for our last
meeting. We noted Tui has been featured again, this time with a
beautiful poem, in the Catholic magazine Tui Motu. The poem again
demonstrated her depth of thought and her skill with words.
This was written before the Climate Change seminar and our
exchange with Knox Church, Christchurch. We were conscious of
this coming up and the big efforts from several people. Bron Strang
has joined to help Margaret with much of the organisational work.

creatures, and that we would also see the quirkiness in some of
their designs - you have to admit, rabbits are interesting looking
creatures!
If you have had pets in your lives, can you think of a joyful moment
or moments with them?

Meegan Cloughley

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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High in our minds was the looming fair, and the massive commitment
that involves. Hopefully, it, too, will be a significant community event.
And, hopefully, we can raise a decent amount of money.
We’ve enthusiastically welcomed Jill Haldeman into membership at
Opoho one Sunday, and also noted at our meeting was the joy in
sharing the baptism of Ted Mander. It was lovely to see the Mander
grandparents here from the North Island as well as many of the
Broad/Calvert clan.
Margaret has been the convenor of the church’s Ministry Workgroup,
a big responsibility well carried out. Her term there is now finished.
Easter was busy as usual with good Opoho attendance at the shared
North End ecumenical events, the Walk of the Cross, the service in
the Gardens, the Easter Sunday dawn service. We were impressed
by the group who walked up Mt Cargill in the dark past the Organ
Pipes to reach the top in time for the sunrise over Otago Peninsula!
We have congratulated our former minister from the late 1940s, Sir
Lloyd Geering, on his 100th birthday.
We offer our condolences and prayers to Marian Weaver on death of
her mother, Doreen. And we offer these also to Margaret and Mike
Garland on the recent death of Margaret’s aunt, Beryl Miller.
The Karitane Presbyterian Church was flooded six months ago and
was unusable. The church has now been repaired and it was
reopened with a special ceremony on 15 April.
Did you know New Zealand has a Bibleworld Museum & Discovery
Centre? It shows what life was like in Bible times through scale
models, interactive activities and artefacts. It was founded by Ross &
Sarah Nightingale and has free entry for everyone. Contact: 021 909
842; 1141 Eruera Street, Rotorua. www.bibleworld.org.nz
Margaret’s report noted that many from Opoho attended the launch of
a book on Eugenics in which Hamish Spencer and John Stenhouse
had leading roles as editors and contributors. And we have had the
pleasure of the company and contributions of John and Diana Barclay
over the past six months. As Margaret put it, “John has shared his
knowledge and understandings of Bible and faith generously in the
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church and the city. We are blessed with the gifts these and many
others bring to our faith community and the wider world.”

Philip Somerville (for Tui Bevin)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Property and Finance Update
Current offerings until end of March 2018 $51,290, Budget $54,269
(Shortfall of $331 per month). Last year at this stage offerings were
$50,641 so we are slightly ahead and this continues the positive
trend of rising offerings, but we are well short of being in a positive
balance situation.
Receipts will soon be posted to those giving via internet banking or
envelopes and we are so grateful for those regular offerings. All
donations are eligible for a tax rebate of 33% and one-off donations
can also be treated the same way, so long as we can identify the
donor and give the appropriate receipt.
The fair is fast approaching and is the major fund-raiser of our year.
Please support it, tell others about the date, May 12th and let us
have any books, baking, fashionable clothes etc. The more people
that come, the better the result.
We are looking for other ideas for fund-raising so if you have a
brain-wave please talk to the property and finance members.
The church painting is progressing well. However three areas of rot
have been identified and repairs will be needed before the job can
be completed. Unfortunately this might be quite costly and is over
and above the budget.
Thank you to those who have turned out to recent working bees. A
great deal has been achieved, and the good news is that there will
be no further working bees until Spring.
For people wishing to start regular giving, bank details for direct
credit and internet payments are:

ANZ Branch: Otago University, P.O. Box 6374, Dunedin
North 9030
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Name of Account: Opoho Presbyterian Deacon’s Court Inc
Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 00

If you do set up a new automatic payment, or if you experience
any problems, please contact Brian Cunningham, phone 473 7204
or email: briancunningham@xtra.co.nz

Mark Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News from the Parish, and from the Wider Church
 Welcome home to those who have recently returned from

travels around New Zealand, and around the world. We are
delighted to see you safely home.
We look forward to welcoming Florian, Kirsten, Rosalie and
James home soon, just in time for Rosalie’s 5th birthday. They
report that they are over the ‘flu, and enjoying their time away.
It was lovely to catch up with Megan Somerville recently, and
to have the chance to meet Finn (fast approaching his 1st
birthday!)

 We remember in our prayers Marian Weaver and her family,
following the recent death of Marian’s mother, Doreen; and
also Margaret & Mike Garland following the recent death of
Margaret’s aunt, Beryl Miller.

 It was a pleasure to welcome Stephen Dewdney, from
Presbyterian Support Otago, and his wife Janet, to our
Harvest Festival service recently. We were delighted to hear
from Stephen about YouthGrow, and to have the opportunity
to talk more to Stephen and Janet over lunch. You can read
more about PSO, including YouthGrow, here:
https://psotago.org.nz

 Andrea Johnston was recently welcomed into her new role at
the Otago Community Hospice. Some people from Opoho
were delighted to be part of Andrea’s mihi whakatau at the
Hospice.

 Did you have a close look at the flyer for Voices for the Earth?
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Voices for the Earth: A Climate Change Initiative
Many people were struck by the wildly swinging weather conditions
we experienced at the end of January - 30+ degree temperatures
one day and cold rain and flooding and snow the next, while
Canterbury was battling wild fires and scorching temperatures.
Out of this came a conversation between Opoho Church and Knox
Church in Christchurch about climate change and our response to it.
On Sunday 29 April, people from Knox Church came south to join
with us in the morning service at 10 am. In the afternoon we hosted
a seminar called "Voices for the Earth: A Climate Change Initiative".
On Sunday 6 May, people from Opoho Church will travel to

A very big Thank You to Fiona Stirling for the design of the
notice outside the church, especially as the seminar has come in
the midst of the work preparing for the Fair. Look out for a report
on Voices for the Earth in the next issue of the Opoho Signal.

 The Autumn edition of SPANZ is at the back of the church.
There are always a number of interesting articles about people
and parishes around New Zealand.

 We offer our prayers and support to the Rev Wayne Te Kaawa,
who has been appointed as the first Maori chaplain at a New
Zealand university.
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/campus/university-of-otago/
chaplain-humbled-new-role

 It has been a delight to see the Lent and Easter banners
remaining up in the church over the few weeks immediately after
Easter. The banners have become very much part of Easter at
Opoho - next month, we will look back at Easter 2018.

from our Correspondents
Please do pass on to Andrea Johnston any news and snippets you come
across, for inclusion in Parish News.

Andrea’s contact details are on Page 19.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opoho Church Fair 2018

11 am to 2 pm - Saturday 12 May
This year we are making a special feature of the Clothes Sale by
holding it in the church.
Bronwen and Miriam put such care into the presentation of the
clothes that with the extra space, they will be able to have fun
displaying clothes of all colours, shape and texture - as good as an
art show!
It will be a celebration of recycling. So go to your wardrobe now and
pull out all the stuff you no longer want – because we want it!
Ring Fiona on 473-0024 if you would like things collected.

Fiona Stirling

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Christchurch. We will share in morning worship at Knox Church. In
the afternoon, Knox will host the seminar.
The speaker for the first part of each afternoon is Bronwyn Hayward,
speaking on her book: Sea Change: Climate Politics and New
Zealand. Bronwyn is an Associate Professor at Canterbury
University's Political Science Department.
The second part of the afternoon includes a panel of local people
sharing thoughts from a city, church, personal and arts perspective
with a discussion time to follow.

Road trip to Knox Church
Do you fancy a road trip to Knox Church for Sunday 6 May? We will
probably go up on the Saturday and back on Monday, although as
there is nothing planned for the Sunday evening, travelling home then
would be fine. If we had enough people we might look at a people
mover as a more sustainable option. Please talk to Margaret if you
are interested.

Margaret Garland

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities.

Thank You!!
To all who helped at the pot luck lunch on 22 April - bringing food, setting out, and cleaning up in the hall and the kitchen.
To all who brought contributions for Harvest Festival. We understand that over 100 items were delivered to Presbyterian Suppo
To all who helped with, and took part in, the services at Opoho during Holy Week. Look for more about Easter 2018 at Opoho in
Signal.

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers Music

6-May
Bronwen
Strang

Jenny Bunce

Gregor Macaulay
John Somerville

John
Stenhouse — David Murray

13-May
Marian Weaver

Christine
Cleugh

Smith/ Spencers Mike Garland — Mark Bevin

20-May
Jenny

Roxborogh
Tony Parry

Cunninghams
Shona &

Philip
Somerville

— Gaynor Haig

27-May Smith /
Spencers

Andrew Smith
Tui Bevin

Hamish
Spencer

Gregor
Macaulay

Music Group

3-Jun Cunninghams John Somerville
Michael Ovens

Christine
Cleugh — David Murray

10-Jun Shona & Philip
Somerville

Mike Garland
John Stenhouse Gaynor Haig — Mark Bevin
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Opportunities   for   Service

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities.

bringing food, setting out, and cleaning up in the hall and the kitchen.
To all who brought contributions for Harvest Festival. We understand that over 100 items were delivered to Presbyterian Support Otago.
To all who helped with, and took part in, the services at Opoho during Holy Week. Look for more about Easter 2018 at Opoho in next month’s Opoho

Music Flowers Sunday
School

Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning

David Murray Winter Flowers
Activities at

back of church
Gregor Macaulay Jenny Bunce

Mark Bevin Winter Flowers Church Fair, Sat
12 May Michael Ovens

Gaynor Haig Winter Flowers Cunninghams Michael Ovens

Music Group Winter Flowers Andrew Smith Bronwen Strang

David Murray Winter Flowers
Activities at

back of church
Andrew Smith Bronwen Strang

Mark Bevin Winter Flowers Shona & Philip
Somerville Christine Cleugh
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Call for Photographs
The Presbyterian Archives is asking for photographs of churches
to create a visual record of churches around New Zealand. The
Archives collects photographs that reflect the life and faith of
parishes, and photographs that come from parishes and
individuals, especially ministers.
For Opoho Parish, the Archives has a collection of eighteen
photographs, ranging from a photograph of the Opoho PWMU in
1914, provided by Jean Vivian and Margaret Robertson
(remember them?), to the group photograph, taken by the Church
of those who attended the 2009 Centennial. This means that there
are a lot of gaps in the collection of events that haven’t come into
the collection: church services, church fairs, camps, election
meetings, and people doing things.
What have you got in your collection? Take a look. What can you
provide to the Archives?  We accept both physical and digital
copies. Descriptions of images naming people and places, and
what they are doing, and when the photograph was taken will
preserve the memory of an occasion and make the photograph
more valuable as a memory of a moment in time. Come and talk
to us if you want your privacy respected. We will listen. The
Archives is in the Hewitson Wing of Knox College. Our email
address is pcanzarchives@prcknox.org.nz and our phone number
is 03 473 0777.
And keep taking photos, especially of the church, so we have a
good record of its architecture, and the life and faith of the people
here.

Andrew Smith

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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May Study Group

Rev John Roxborogh

The Christian Journey in Asia

7.30 pm Wednesday 23 May

Morrison Lounge ~ All welcome

Study Nights take the form of a talk, approximately 1 hour long,
followed by a short time for discussion - and of course the
discussion continues over cups of tea or coffee.
Do come along if you are able!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Group photograph, taken beside the Church, of Ministers who attended
the Opoho Presbyterian Church, Dunedin Centennial Service.

Including: (left to right)
- Back row: Rev. A. P. Ranby, Rev. S. Si’itia-Asi, Rev. D. W. Livesay,

Rev. P. G. Gardner.
- Front row: Rev. L. G. Geering, Rev. S. M. Jones, Rev. D. R. Madill
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The Separateness of our Togetherness

Loving God, you call us to be a gathered people
we find many ways of being your people:

some worship openly, some can’t
some want church buildings, some don’t
some have inclusive leadership, some don’t
some want Holy Communion every day, some never
some take a Lenten journey, some don’t
some celebrate Easter, some don’t
some celebrate Christmas, some don’t
some hear your voice, some don’t.

Loving God, you call us to be a gathered people;
we need your help:

help us live in community, not isolation
help us see commonalities, not differences
help us walk beside others, not ahead or behind
help us be the Good News, not another damning voice
help us prioritize the important, not the diversionary
help us hear your word, not what we want to hear
help us find cause to include, not exclude

Loving God, you call us to be a gathered people
you know everything there is to know about us:

so we pray for your help and guidance
that we may become the people
only you know we can be
to work together
to be the face of Christ in our world
in this time and place.

Thanks be to God

Tui Bevin
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
7.30 pm Thursday 3 May ~ Obadiah
7.30 pm Thursday 7 June ~ Jonah

The May Bible Discussion is on the book of Obadiah.
We meet at 7.30 pm at 129 Signal Hill Road and everyone is welcome,
even if you can only make an occasional evening, or are new to the
Bible.
Please read the month’s book beforehand if possible. For more
information please ask Margaret the minister, or John Stenhouse the
discussion leader.

Tui Bevin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Movie Group
The next movie group meeting is at 49 Signal Hill Road on Thursday
10 May at 7 pm. Details of the month’s movie will be included in the
Sunday notices.
Movie nights are an opportunity for people to gather in someone’s
home, to watch a movie together, and afterwards reflect together
over a cup of tea or coffee, on anything that particularly struck them
as they watched.
The group is very informal. All are welcome to come along as and
when they are able, with different people hosting as they are able.
The gatherings are usually on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7
pm, although the day is flexible.
If you would like to know more, if you have a movie to suggest, or
you are interested in hosting, contact Shona Somerville, email
shonahsomerville@gmail.com or phone 473-8862.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Do Dogs go to Heaven?

As a small child, I anguished over the question:
“Do dogs go to heaven when they die?”
People told me they didn’t; but one day
I met a woman who lived very close to heaven
and just as close to earth, and she said:
“Now, moko, just you listen to me.
God made everything in this world
out of his aroha. And I mean everything.
Flies, ducks, mozzies, whitebait, cats and dogs.
Every single creature’s got a pinch of God in it,
and like you’ve always been told,
there’s just no way God can die.
When a creature’s life runs out
that little pinch of God goes right back
to God’s great loving heart.
That’s how I reckon it’s always been
and how it’ll always be.”

I was eight, and I went away comforted,
knowing that my closest friend,
a dog called Don who’d been killed by a bus,
was now living happy and safe with God
who would feed him and take him for walks.

Now, understanding less than then,
but touching from time to time
that “pinch of God” in all things,
I give special thanks to my creator
for the friendship of animals in my life.
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Reminders!
Saturday - Sunday 5 and 6 May
Voices for the Earth Road Trip from Opoho to Christchurch. Talk to
Margaret if you are interested.

From now until Friday 11 May
Look out anything you can contribute to the Opoho Fair. Ring Fiona
if you would like anything collected.

Saturday 12 May, 11 am to 2 pm
Opoho Church Fair. Come along, bring your wallet, bring your
friends.

Wednesday  23 May, 7.30 pm - approx. 9 pm
Study Night with John Roxborogh in the Morrison Lounge. The
Christian Journey in Asia.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I can’t count the times God has loved me
through small furred and feathered things,
how often I’ve been taught through them,
lessons of trust and playfulness,
simplicity and self-acceptance.

And since I do believe that heaven
is not so much a place as a state of being,
I can say to my own mokopuna,
“Yes, there are dogs in heaven.”

Joy Cowley
No 9 in Aotearoa Psalms, Catholic Supplies (N.Z. Ltd

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Calendar for early June
The calendar for May is on the back page.

3 June ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship Mary Somerville

6 June ~ Wednesday 7.30 pm Christian Development
Committee. 111B North Taieri Road

10 June ~ Sunday 10 am: Quarterly Communion: Rev
Margaret Garland
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee meeting

17 June ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship: Rev Margaret Garland

24 June ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship: Rev Margaret Garland

5 pm: Children’s Church for Pentecost with
tea

7 June ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Jonah
129 Signal Hill Road

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent
sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two
most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and
an on-line version of the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to
Facebook to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
Copies of the Parish Directory, with contact details of parishioners,
are available on the back pew in the church.
This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this
way. If you are not already on the email list, and would like to be,
please send an email either to Andrea
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz or to Margaret
marg.garland@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lectionary readings, 6 May 2018 to 10 June
in Year B, the Year of Mark

Sunday 6 May - 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 10: 44-48 Ps 98 1 Jn 5: 1-6 Jn 15: 9-17

Thursday 10 May - Ascension
Acts 1: 1-11 Ps 47 or Ps 93 Eph 1: 15-23 Lk 24: 44-53

Sunday 13 May - 7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 1: 15-17,
21-26

Ps 1 1 Jn 5: 9-13 Jn 17: 6-19

Sunday 20 May - Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21 or
Ezek 37: 1-14

Ps 104: 24-34,
35b

Rom 8: 22-27
or Acts 2:
1-21

Jn 15: 26-27, 16:
4b-15

Sunday 27 May - Trinity
Is 6: 1-8 Ps 29 Rom 8: 12-17 Jn 3: 1-17

Sunday 3 June - 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Sam 3: 1-10
(11-20)

Ps 139: 1-6,
13-18

2 Cor 4: 5-12 Mk 2: 23 - 3: 6

Sunday 10 June - 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
1 Sam 8: 4-11
(12-15), 16-20
(11: 14-15)

Ps 138 2 Cor 4: 13-
5:1

Mk 3: 20-35

Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual
authors, unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Wednesday 16 May
Please send all material for the June Opoho Signal to:

Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010
phone 473 9473 mobile 021 516 275

email andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
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Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in May

3 May ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Obadiah
129 Signal Hill Road

6 May ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship with Holy Communion. Rev
Peter Wishart

Voices for the Earth trip to Knox Christchurch

10 May ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group. 49 Signal Hill Road

12 May ~ Saturday 11 am - 2 pm: Opoho Church Fair
13 May ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship: Rev Margaret Garland

16 May ~ Wednesday 8 pm: Property & Finance Committee meeting.
Venue TBC

Deadline for June Opoho Signal

17 May ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge

20 May ~ Sunday 10 am Worship for Pentecost. Rev Graeme
Munro.

23 May ~ Wednesday 2 pm: Fellowship Group. Morrison Lounge
Speaker: Judy Rodda Aloha and Mahalo.

7.30 pm: Study Group: John Roxborogh The
Christian Journey in Asia

The calendar for the early part of June is on P. 18

27 May ~ Sunday 10 am Worship with Music Group. Rev John
Roxborogh.

Don’t miss the

Opoho Church Fair!

Saturday 12 May

11 am - 2 pm
21
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