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What Christians can do when they are
world-changing not in-fighting

First Church Papakura still has a large palm tree on its road frontage.
In the 1960’s it was said that hardly a session meeting went by
without some debate about having it removed. They also had some
very real theological differences, yet for many that era was a golden
age when they got on with changing the world in terms of the issues
of the day. But for them as for others, there also came a time when
commitment to mission proved inadequate on its own for processing
sincerely-held differences about both mission and theology, which
needed to faced. The palm tree survived, and so has the
congregation – but as a church, like most, it went through some
difficult times.
The joy of sharing in something together when you are on the same
page is exciting stuff. It can seem as though it will go on forever. But
there are also times when issues need to be faced. The question is
how to do this. As with farming and road maintenance, when the
weather is fine, getting the right balance between planning (including
getting consents sorted) and action makes a difference when
weather events hit.
Recalling the Reformation may help us here. The Reformers had to
make decisions as stuff happened. They also spent plenty of time
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reworking their theology. That task could not be wished away by the
need to get on and do something. At times a call to action is an
escape from responsibility and a failure to address sources of in-
fighting. At other times, a call to action is absolutely what we need to
heed.
Some calls to action in the history of the Church have been a disaster,
as in the Crusades - which were in part designed to stop Christians
fighting each other.
More recently, the saying associated with the founder of the Life and
Work Movement, Archbishop Nathan Söderblom, that “Doctrine
divides, service unites” was a needed corrective to theological
debates which could not be resolved quickly in post World-War I
Europe, a time when action was needed both in mission and in the life
and work of European churches. But attention to doctrine could not be
avoided either. Time has also proved that there are times when in fact
service divides even though doctrines unite.
Being familiar with the way in which calls both to action, and to sorting
out our theology, are used as excuses for facing responsibilities might
tell us that:
a) the church has to do both;
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b) different people are gifted more in one than the other and do
not always recognize the validity of the other; and

c) there are times when it is more appropriate to focus on one
rather than the other.

We may not see much “overseas” or “intercultural” mission in the
Reformation, but we do see attention to both theology and action in
the face of informed awareness of complex and rapidly changing
circumstances. Both agree about being “world-changing”. Christians
have a message that makes a difference. It changes the world. The
problem with in-fighting, is not the existence of differences – that is
the nature of the case, with a faith which crosses boundaries of time,
space, culture, personality, class and gender. The problem lies with
how we in practice go about handling differences. If we want to have
some sort of sense of shared purpose and renewal, what might we do
better? Perhaps three areas are worth noting:
1) Accept that we cannot make decisions involving groups of

people, without some sort of political process.
2) Recognize that the reality of politics requires attention to the

needs and views of cultural and other minorities. It presents
both the benefits of good governance and the temptations of
power.

3) Acknowledge that we easily confuse differences arising from
the diversity of God’s creativity with those arising due to ideas/
beliefs that at the end of the day are not acceptable. Here too
we pray for the wisdom to know the difference. If nothing else
we need to take seriously what Jesus said about letting wheat
and the tares grow together.

“Always reforming” means changing ourselves as well as the world.
We not only need to get on with it, we also need to process our
differences about what this means in our time and place.

John Roxborogh

John Roxborogh is a retired minister/historian and has taught at the Knox Centre.
We heard from John in person, on 29 October, Reformation Sunday.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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News from the Parish, and from the Wider Church
 Welcome home to those who have recently returned from

travels around New Zealand, and around the world. We are
delighted to see you safely home. To those who are away from
Dunedin, we keep you in our prayers, and look forward to your
safe return, when the time is right!

 The October issue of Valley Voice magazine includes a report,
on page 6, of the Dunedin North candidates’ meeting at Opoho.
If you missed the story, have a look on-line at
http://www.northeastvalley.org/. Recent issues of Valley Voice
are under the ‘Our Services’ menu option
http://www.northeastvalley.org/valley-voice-1 (and you may

recognise some familiar Opoho faces in the pictures displayed
on the web page!).

 SPANZ is the quarterly magazine of the PCANZ. Copies are on
the back pew in the church.
Every issue includes an update from PCANZ Global Mission.
Recently the update featured, among others, the Rev Helen
Harray and her husband Wayne, who are now in Myanmar.
Helen was very involved with Student Soul here in Dunedin.
The Global Mission Coordinator is the Rev Phil King, from
Mornington.
In the Spring 2017 issue there is a report on the United Nations
61st Commission on the Status of Women. A delegation of 12
women representing Presbyterian Women Aotearoa New
Zealand (PWANZ) attended the Commission, with the
delegation led by the Rev Carol Grant.
Another article features lay pastor Hokyee (Daniel) Sun from
Hong Kong, who arrived in Dunedin in January this year with
his wife Chinhung Ng and their daughter Omega Sun. Daniel is
the assistant pastor at the Dunedin Chinese Presbyterian
Church, and will work particularly with Chinese students here.
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 Department of Theology & Religion, Otago University
Enrolments for the Department of Theology and Religion
courses at the University of Otago, Semester 1, 2018, are now
open. You can find more information in the notice on Page 14.

 The scrapbooks in the Morrison Lounge are a treasure trove of
stories about Opoho people – thank you Laurie Williams! It’s
well worth having a look every few weeks, to see articles you
may have missed when they first appeared in the news media.

from our Correspondents
Please do pass on to Andrea Johnston any news and snippets you come
across, for inclusion in Parish News.

Andrea’s contact details are on Page 19.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Property and Finance News
We have several things on our plate at present including
addressing the drooping panels in the church ceiling, repair of the
vestry door, and gearing up for the working bee. Recently we had
all the church and hall electrical equipment tested and certified, with
several older heaters not making the cut, and we are looking more
critically at the church wiring overall. To some extent the timing of
capital expenditure on the church and hall is dependent on the
engineer’s report regarding earthquake resilience of the buildings,
and this is in the pipeline.
Please speak to Michael Ovens, Brian Cunningham, Alan
Cloughley or myself if you see anything amiss that needs timely
attention.
And of course…
See you at the working bee!

Mark Bevin
Property and Finance Committee

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Working Bee!!

Saturday November 4th

9 am until about midday
It is time for a spring clean and there are tasks inside and
out, so the effort will not be weather dependent. We try to
limit working bees to twice a year so please, if you can
make it, come along and pitch in. Help with morning tea
is also much appreciated. We will start at 9.00 am. Bring
a bucket and gloves for the inside cleaning work, a fork
and other gardening implements for outside.
Michael Ovens is coordinating overall, and Shona
Somerville has a list of tasks for the kitchen area.

See you there!

Let’s Stand and Sing…!!
These familiar words from our Minister came as part of a recent
funeral service in our church. But what came next was entirely
unfamiliar. All the people around me stood up! And right throughout
the packed church, people got to their feet. It felt as though people
really wanted to sing.
Fast forward to worship at Opoho the following Sunday. Again, the
Minister’s words: “Let’s stand and sing…” This time, our usual
response – staying sitting, and then when it seemed as though the
music introduction was coming to an end, or when some brave person
stood up - slowly getting to our feet. It was the end of the first line of
singing, before all those of us who were physically able, managed to
get to our feet. It felt as though people were reluctant to sing.
But I know that’s far from the truth. I appreciate being part of a singing
congregation, where there is a wide variety of hymns and songs, and
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The Spring Wednesday Worship Series
Teach us to care... was the first service in the Spring Wednesday
Worship series. In it we looked at the way God calls us to care for
creation. Beginning with excerpts from the first chapter of
Genesis, where God saw what had been created and saw that it
was good, the discussion explored how very entwined we are with
our natural surroundings and how whenever we do harm to one
part of creation, inevitably there is a ripple effect with other
aspects. John Hunt, speaking from the viewpoint of Celtic

where people are ready to participate in traditional and modern
hymns, and to have a go at less familiar, even unknown, words or
melodies.
In days gone by, it might have been much easier to predict what the
introductory music would be e.g. first and last lines of a familiar tune,
but this is a much bigger gamble with the wonderful variety we enjoy.
Also, in some churches, there was an official or unofficial person at
the front, whose standing was the sign for the congregation to follow
suit.
But at that funeral, people just stood up straight away, and it felt
good.
This comment has been discussed with our Minister, who supports
the move, and has indeed offered subtle verbal encouragement of
her own for this change. But changing an ingrained habit is hard
work and feels unnatural. (Think how odd it can feel to sit in a
different part of the church!) The good news is, that with some
perseverance and lots of repetitions, it can become the new normal.
Are we up for the challenge?
(It’s not as if I am suggesting something really profound, like fighting
for the front row, or sitting on the opposite side of the church…!)

Jenny Bunce
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Christianity, talks of the Gaia principle, which propounds that all
organisms are interdependent and the earth is a complex system of
relationships that co-evolve and need each other. We are part of this
mix and God asks us to live in harmony not only with each other and
God but also with our neighbours of water, air, land and animals. Let
us give thanks for the gift of creation, let us give thanks that all things
hold together in Christ! Amen.
The second Wednesday Worship service in this series, had the theme
of Walking the Desert. The conversation was based on an essay
written for the Christian Journal “Stimulus”. The essay describes the
experience of encountering the absence of God in faith and in life.
This theme led to some puzzlement and discussion before we found
ourselves back in community and everyday living.
The Wednesday Worship service entitled Good News was led by
John Stenhouse. We explored a series of questions: what is the Good
News? What sorts of people in our lives have embodied good news?
How can we be good news for others? Most people agreed that it was
good news that God in Christ forgives us our sins - especially for
those of us who tend to be very conscious of  our sins, faults and
failings. The discussion leader asked: are we as willing to forgive
others their sins against us as we are to have God forgive our sins?
Several people commented on aspects of traditional Christian
doctrine, such as Christ’s atoning death for the sins of the world, that
seemed to them difficult to understand, if not Bad News. As someone
commented, ‘It’s as if Jesus was saying to an angry God: “Calm
down, Dad, if you’re looking for somebody to kill, kill me.”’ That can’t
be right. Although many of us found these issues complex and
difficult, it was good to be able to discuss our difficulties honestly and
openly.
The final service of the Wednesday Worship series was titled We are
fearfully and wonderfully made and was based on verses 13 to 16 of
Psalm 139. It explored our value as unique and precious individuals
in the eyes of God – and the ways in which our society tells us that
we are only of value if we conform and succeed and behave in
particular ways. We were challenged to accept self, to be thankful for
who we are and that our striving to be the best we can be for God is
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities.

Can you help?
It is inevitable, as people come and go, and circumstances change, that our list of people available to help in various areas
you are wondering ‘how can I help?’, more hands will be very much appreciated helping with morning tea, door duty, arranging
church and Morrison Lounge, and cleaning the hall and kitchen, and also being
If you can help, please talk to Andrea Johnston or Margaret.
The frequency with which your turn will come around depends to some extent on the time of the year, and also on how many peop
particular area.

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers

5-November Smith/ Spencers Andrew Smith
John Stenhouse Tui Bevin — David Murray

12-November
Alaina O’Byrne

Jenny
Roxborogh

Shona & Philip
Somerville

Marian
Weaver

John
Roxborogh

Mark Bevin

19-November Cunninghams Jane Bloore
Mike Garland

Christine
Cleugh — Gaynor Haig

26-November Bronwen Strang
Tony Parry

Michael Ovens
Ned Spencer

Jenny
Roxborogh

Daniel
Larsen

Music Group

3-December Judy Rodda
Jane Bloore

Daniel Larsen
John Somerville Jane Bloore — David Murray

10-December Tui Bevin
Kirsten Beyer Cunninghams

Shona &
Philip

Somerville
— Mark Bevin
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Opportunities   for   Service

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities.

It is inevitable, as people come and go, and circumstances change, that our list of people available to help in various areas can become out-of-date. If
you are wondering ‘how can I help?’, more hands will be very much appreciated helping with morning tea, door duty, arranging flowers, cleaning the
church and Morrison Lounge, and cleaning the hall and kitchen, and also being on call to step in for any of these areas.

The frequency with which your turn will come around depends to some extent on the time of the year, and also on how many people are available for the

Music Flowers Sunday
School

Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning

David Murray Judy Rodda
Activities at

back of church
Mulders Gregor Macaulay

Mark Bevin Judy Rodda Cunninghams Christine Cleugh

Gaynor Haig Jane Bloore Cunninghams Christine Cleugh

Music Group Jane Bloore Michael Ovens Judy Rodda

David Murray Fiona Stirling
Activities at

back of church
Michael Ovens Judy Rodda

Mark Bevin Fiona Stirling
Activities at

back of church
Shona & Philip

Somerville Jenny Bunce
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From the Right Rev Richard Dawson,

Moderator of the PCANZ
In the Moderator's message to all churches, as we approach the
Christmas season, he asks us to pray together for any in our
communities for whom Christmas is a time of distress rather than
joy; and for all who work through the Christmas season, including
our ministers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Blue Christmas Service

7.00 pm, Sunday 10 December
Our Blue Christmas Service this year is at 7.00 pm on Sunday 10
December. For some people, Christmas is a reminder of recent,
and less recent, bereavements; a time of missing those dear to us;
a time of loneliness; a time when 'good cheer' feels exceptionally
absent.
This service is a time to remember, and a time to share our
prayers with those who do not necessarily experience Christmas
as a bundle of joy.
The service is followed by an Opoho 'cuppa'.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

built on a foundation of being fearfully and wonderfully made by God
– ‘intricately woven’ as a wonderful work of God. When we shared in
communion we were reminded of the way in which Jesus embraced
all those who felt inadequate, displaced, marginalised, and affirmed
these and our worth to God.
The next Wednesday Worship series will be during Lent 2018. See
you then!

Margaret Garland, John Stenhouse, Andrew Smith and
Tui Bevin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Spring comes
imperceptibly, then unpredictably
days lengthen, earth warms
sensory overload, sneezing.

Season of new beginnings
colours and albatross return
daffodils cheer, ducklings waddle
season of new birth.

Time for fresh air, spring cleaning
planting, weeding
dreaming, planning
meanwhile the year flying by.

Creation relentlessly pulls us
full of faith in its own future;
season for growth and greening
bursting with hope.

We give thanks for spring.

There can be no spring without winter;
there can be no winter without autumn;
there can be no autumn without summer;
there can be no summer without spring

The cycle of seasons beginning nowhere
ending nowhere, one after another –
the seasons come spilling into each other
life without end, thanks be to God.
.

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Spring Psalm
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Movie Group
The next movie group meeting is on Thursday 9 November at 7.00
pm, at 39 Grandview Crescent. Details of the month’s movie will be
included in the Sunday notices, closer to the time. Contact Shona
Somerville for information, email shonahsomerville@gmail.com
phone 473-8862.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Interfaith Matters
The November meeting for the Dunedin Interfaith group is to take
place at 2.30 pm on Sunday 5 November, at the Dhargyey Buddhist
Centre, 22 Royal Terrace.
As it is Parihaka Day (also Guy Fawkes Day!) the theme for the
meeting is non-violence.

Bronwen Strang
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Department of Theology and Religion at the University of
Otago

The Department of Theology and Religion at the University of
Otago offers many opportunities for the study of Christian
Theology, both on-campus and to many students across New
Zealand through its successful distance study programme. We
are committed to serving Christian communities throughout New
Zealand.
Enrolments for Semester 1, 2018 are now open.
For details of papers go to: www.otago.ac.nz/theology/study
To enrol go to http://www.otago.ac.nz/study/enrolment/
For enquiries, write to theology@otago.ac.nz or phone
03 479 8901.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Used Stamps are Useful!

With the Christmas season approaching, many of us will be
sending and receiving cards, letters and parcels by mail. Please
save the used postage stamps!
We deliver our collections of used stamps to Presbyterian Support.
The stamps are then sold to philatelists, and the revenue is used
for PCANZ Global Mission outreach, as featured in SPANZ.
Cut the stamps from envelopes and packages, leaving a 1 cm
margin of paper around the stamps. Bring them to church, and put
them in the box in the foyer.
Thank you!

Vetia Sheat

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Community Advent Service

2 pm Wednesday 22 November

followed by afternoon tea

For the November meeting of the Fellowship Group, we once
again invite our community to join us for our Community

Advent Service.

All welcome - invite your neighbours and friends!

If you can help with setting up, in the kitchen or with providing
baking, could you please let either Val Williams or Margaret

know.
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
7.30 pm Thursday 2 November ~ Ezekiel
7.30 pm Thursday 7 December ~ Daniel

The November Bible Discussion is on the book of Ezekiel.
We meet at 7.30 pm at 129 Signal Hill Road and everyone is
welcome, even if you can only make an occasional evening, or are
new to the Bible.
Please read the month’s book beforehand if possible. For more
information please ask Margaret the minister, or John Stenhouse
the discussion leader.

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Continuing Psalm Writing for Today

6.30pm Wednesday 1 November
Recent study nights have been spent looking at Psalms in all their
biblical and modern day shapes and sizes. A group of us have
penned our own psalms. Two psalms have been printed in
previous issues of the Signal, and Spring Psalm is printed on P. 13
of this issue. There are more to come!
We will meet again on Wednesday 1 November at 195 Signal Hill
Road, with shared takeaways for tea. Please RSVP to Margaret or
Tui that you are coming, by 4 pm that day.
It is not too late to decide to come along - you might have a psalm
to share or perhaps you would like to simply sit in, and join in the
conversation. If you have any questions, or would like to come
along this month, please talk to the Minister.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The 2017 Moore Lectures
Fifty Years of Religious Studies at Otago.

In 2013, the Department of Theology and Religion established a
biennial lecture series in honour of Professor Albert Moore. Albie
was a member of Opoho for many years, and ran a weekly study
group for about 40 years.
In 2017, the Religion programme celebrates the 50th anniversary of
the establishment at Otago of the first formal programme in the
academic study of religion anywhere in Australasia. To mark the
anniversary, the department has invited leading international figures
in the academic study of religion to reflect on the discipline’s history,
its contemporary practice, and its future prospects. Full details are
here: http://www.otago.ac.nz/religion/moore/lectures.html
Some of this year’s lectures have needed to be re-scheduled, so the
remainder of the current programme is:

2 November
2017

Professor Greg Dawes, University of Otago
To Bear the Fate of the Times: Resisting the
Seductions of Myth

23 November
2017

Professor Joseph Bulbulia, Victoria University of
Wellington
Religious Studies in New Zealand: The Last
Twenty Years?

February
2018

Professor Kate Crosby, King’s College London
The Changing Relationship between Academia
and the Higher Levels of the Buddhist Path
(originally scheduled for 5 July 2017)

19 March
2018

Professor Aaron Hughes, University of Rochester
Rethinking the Study of Islamic Origins
(originally scheduled for 10 Aug 2017)
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Calendar for early December
The calendar for November is on the back page.
3 December ~ Sunday 10 am: Quarterly Communion. Rev

Margaret Garland

11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee at back of church

7 December ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Daniel
129 Signal Hill Road

10 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

7.00 pm: Blue Christmas Service

17 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

5.00 pm: Children’s Christmas Church
Service and tea

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent
sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two
most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and
an on-line version of the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to
Facebook to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
Copies of the Parish Directory, with contact details of parishioners,
are available on the back pew in the church.
This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this
way. If you are not already on the email list, and would like to be,
please send an email either to Andrea
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz or to Margaret
marg.garland@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lectionary readings, 1 November to 26 November 2017
in Year A, the Year of Matthew

Wednesday 1st November - All Saints
Rev 7: 9-17 Ps 34: 1-10, 22 1 Jn 3: 1-3 Mt 5: 1-12

Sunday 5th November - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Josh 3: 7-17 Ps 107: 1-7,

33-37
1 Thes 2: 9-13 Mt 23: 1-12

Sunday 12th November - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Josh 24: 1-3a,
14-25

Ps 78: 1-7 1 Thes 4: 13-18 Mt 25: 1-13

Sunday 19th November - 24th Sunday after Pentecost
Judg 4: 1-7 Ps 123 1 Thes 5: 1-11 Mt 25: 14-30

Sunday 26th November - 25thSunday after Pentecost
Ez 34: 11-16,
20-24

Ps 100 Eph 1: 15-23 Mt 25: 31-46

Lectionary readings, 3 December to 17 December 2017
in Year B, the Year of Mark

Sunday 3rd December - 1st Sunday in Advent
Is 64: 1-9 Ps 80: 1-7, 17-19 1 Cor 1: 3-9 Mk 13: 24-37

Sunday 10th December - 2nd Sunday in Advent
Is 40: 1-11 Ps 85: 1-2, 8-13 2 Peter 3: 8-15a Mk 1: 1-8
Sunday 17th December - 3rd Sunday in Advent

Is 61: 1-4, 8-11 Ps 126 1 Thess 5: 16-24 Jn 1: 6-8,
19-28

Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual
authors, unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Wednesday 15 November
Please send all material for the December / January Opoho Signal

to:
Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010

phone 473 9473 mobile 021 516 275
email andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
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Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in November

Every Tuesday 3.30 pm Tuesday Prayer Time,
Minister’s Office

1 November ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Psalm Writing (with food) 195
Signal Hill Road

2 November ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month.
Ezekiel
129 Signal Hill Road

4 November ~ Saturday 9.00 am - 12.00 pm: Working Bee at the
church

5 November ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Holy Communion. Rev
Margaret Garland

9 November ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group. 39 Grandview
Crescent

12 November ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret
Garland

15 November ~
Wednesday

December / January Opoho Signal
deadline

16 November ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council business
meeting. Morrison Lounge

19 November ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret
Garland.

22 November ~
Wednesday

2.00 pm: Community Advent Service

7.30 pm: Study Group. Morrison
Lounge. Speaker: Ann Gilroy RSJ,
Editor, Tui Motu

26 November ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship Rev Margaret
Garland with Music Group.

The calendar for the early part of December is on P. 18
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