
Living Saviour,  

we want to hear your voice above all others,  

now, and always. 

Speak into our deepest places, we pray,  

so that we can be in no doubt about what you require of us. 

Open our hearts, and our spiritual eyes and ears to see you, 

Lord Jesus, in opportunities, disappointments and daily routines. 

May my small words reflect your Big Word of Life, 

In Christ, in whose name we pray, 

Amen 

 

Scripture Readings: Psalm 66: 8 – 20, John 14: 15 - 21 

I don’t remember the 60s too well – and not for the reasons that many people can’t 

remember the sixties! (I turned eight in 1970.) 

What I hear of that era and witnessed to a degree in the lifestyle of my two young uncles, 

who were teenagers through that decade, speaks more of love then obedience! 

Jesus, however, in the words of promise and comfort for his disciples we’ve read from John 

chapter 14, prior to his arrest, sentencing, crucifixion and glorious resurrection, challenges 

them also “If you love me, keep my commands ….. Whoever has my commands and keeps 

them is the one who loves me.”(John 14: 15 & 21a)) 

In other words, with love come responsibilities. Dwelling in our loving God, we also listen 

and obey. We are not alone. We are not ‘our own boss’. God did not intend us to live 

independently from one another. Our God is in the business of uniting rather than dividing. 

Wonderfully, we are created in the image of God, as God’s eternally loved children, to obey 

God’s will and the rules which God gave us as a gift, as a way of keeping us safely in God’s 

love.  

Jesus’ instructions to his disciples to love one another shows that the love they have for one 

another will be an enduring sign of Christ’s followers. The sign of Christ’s disciples is 

therefore the manner of community they produce amongst themselves and the love which 

they manifest for one another within it. Jesus’s teachings in these next few chapters are 

focused on building ‘God’s Kingdom on earth’ or, in other words, bringing heaven to earth.  

 

Living kingdom values in this time of recovery from the ravages of COVID-19 coronavirus  , 

when many people feel fragile, and will for some time as economic damage spreads, and 

corporate grief grows  is ‘an essential service’. Surely this is a most opportune time to live 

and pass on bucketloads of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control. 

 



We are lovingly and purposefully called to be part of a ‘chain reaction’. Love for our Saviour 

leads us to keep Jesus’ commandments which in turn is the condition that Jesus prescribed 

for receiving the ministry of the Holy Spirit, which then produces the miscellaneous sweet 

fruits of the Realm of God. We’re in the business of sharing around these ‘fruit of the Spirit’. 

Surely, this time of global pandemic presents a key opportunity for such a response.  

Our Church Family, and our local community  are both ideal contexts in which to ‘practise’ 

living out these fruit of the Spirit, ultimately changing hearts, of both whose who share 

them as they live in Christ, and those who receive them.  

 

 

Right now, and over the months ahead we won’t have any trouble identifying those who 

could so benefit from some sharing of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

Our God is in the business of transformation, and graciously beckons us to jump on in and 

help disperse these Kingdom attitudes.  We remember all too well how we used to live and 

think and act. We understand now how our thoughts and actions affected others. 

We, then, like the Russian novelist, pacifist and reformer, Leo Tolstoy, can identify with the 

feelings of the thief on the cross beside Jesus. Only then do we comprehend the experience 

of being ‘born again’ which Jesus described  

‘I, Like the Thief’, by Leo Tolstoy 

“Five years ago I came to believe in Christ’s teachings, and my life suddenly changed. I 

ceased to desire what I had previously desired, and I began to desire what I formerly did not 

want. What had previously seemed to me good seemed evil, and what seemed evil seemed 



good. It happened to me as it happens to a man who goes out on some business and 

suddenly decides that the business is unnecessary and returns home. All that was on his 

right is now on his left, and all that was on his left is now on his right; his former wish to get 

as far as possible from home has changed into a wish to be as near as possible to it. The 

direction of my life and my desires became different, and good and evil changed places…. 

I, like that thief on the cross, have believed Christ’s teaching and been saved. This is no far-

fetched comparison, but the closest expression of the condition of spiritual despair and 

horror at the problem of life and death in which I live formerly, and of the condition of 

peace and happiness in which I am in now. I, like the thief, knew that I had lived and was 

living badly. I, like the thief, knew that I was unhappy and suffering. I, like the thief on the 

cross, was nailed by some force to a life of suffering and evil. And as, after the meaningless 

sufferings and evils of life, the thief awaited the terrible darkness of death, so did I await the 

same thing. 

In all this I was exactly like the thief, but the difference was that the thief was already dying, 

while I was still living. The thief might believe that his salvation lay there beyond the grave, 

but I could not be satisfied with that, because besides a life beyond the grave, life still 

awaited me here. And I did not understand that life. It seemed to me terrible. But suddenly I 

heard the words of Christ and understood them, and life and death ceased to seem evil, and 

instead of despair I experienced happiness and the joy of life undisturbed by death.”  

Leo Tolstoy, 1828 – 1910, included in Bread and Wine, Readings for Lent and Easter 

 (The Plough Publishing House, 2003). 

 

Such deep gratitude for transformation only possible by God’s hand, revitalises our lives, 

motivating us to be as D.T. Niles described evangelism “one beggar telling another beggar 

where to find food.” The Psalmist has much to sing of, in witness to God’s saving 

interventions in our lives, and so do we, even and especially through our current world-wide 

health crisis  

“Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 

He has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping.”  

(Psalm 66: 8, 9) 

 

Benediction 

God of all beginnings and endings, 

As we go, in your name, grant us the faith to follow you empty-handed, not knowing where 

we go, but confident in the truth that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us. 

And now, may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you, 

inside you and all around you, everywhere you go, today, tomorrow and for ever, 

Amen. 

 


