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Putting Our Mouths to the Dust
A few weeks ago the lectionary took us into Lamentations. In
preparing for that Sunday’s sermon, I was struck by a particular
phrase. “It is good to put one’s mouth to the dust,” it says, “there may
yet be hope.”1 The phrase almost seems to contradict itself. Putting
one’s mouth to the dust is a reminder that one is mortal. It echoes
those familiar words proclaimed often at a graveside: “Earth to earth,
ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” Yet we’re told it’s good to remind
ourselves of our transience. It’s good to recall our miraculous coming
… and our tragic going. Why? Lamentations tells us it is because the
Lord will not reject forever. When all else passes away, the steadfast
love of the Lord remains.
We return to the earth because we come from the earth. “Then God
formed man from the dust of the ground,” Genesis tells us, “and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.”2 We are not gods, we are
created. More than that, we are created from the stuff of the world.
Human beings live and exist in the midst of nature. But the body
alone does not make a human being. She is also filled with the
lifegiving breath of God. One is human - body and soul together.
They are inseparable.
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The Genesis account challenges two commonly held views today.
The first is a kind of crude scientism that reduces reality down to
what can be empirically investigated. For instance, this view asserts
that the mind is nothing more than electronic connections in the
brain; emotions are nothing more than a Darwinian survival instinct;
human beings are nothing more than animals; and believing
humans to be somehow different from the other beasts is nothing
more than speciesism.
The second view is that humans have a right to do with the world as
they please. The world is, as Shakespeare termed it, one’s oyster,
existing to sustain our comfortable lifestyles and ever-increasing
wealth. It is the philosophy behind our neo-liberal economic system
that thrives on unbridled and constant growth. It is good to put one’s
mouth to the dust every now and again to remind ourselves that
constant growth is not a viable option. We are part of a finite and
fragile world. From dust we came and to dust we shall return.
When it comes to caring for our environment amidst our current
climate crisis, I do not think either view is adequate. The second, for
the clear reason I’ve already mentioned: infinite growth in a finite
world is a contradiction. Something has to give. The first view,
though, is a little less obvious. It is often assumed that, because
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humans caused all these environmental issues, any view that sets
humanity apart as something special must be rejected. But the one
doesn’t necessarily follow the other. Genesis tells us for instance,
that Adam was set apart by God to till the garden and keep it. The
human being is created to be a gardener, a caretaker. Her special
relationship with God takes place in the midst of nature, never apart
from it. As a partner of God, she is tasked with cultivating what God
has made, nourishing it, and bringing it to fulfilment.
Putting one’s mouth to the dust is a reminder that one is mortal. We
are not gods. We cannot save ourselves. Our current climate crisis
brings a new sobering meaning to the words of Lamentations. Yet
there may yet be hope, we’re told. There is hope because in Jesus
Christ, God too has touched lips to the earth. In Christ, God has
come to us, taken on human flesh, eaten bread from the dust, drunk
wine from the soil, been laid under the earth. Earth to earth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust. Yes, there may yet be hope, for Christ has
entered into the earth and has come out again. The very ground
beneath us has known the vivifying and renewing life of God.
In worship, we too put our mouths to the dust. We are reminded of
our failure and our mortality. We recall and lament that the earth is
sick because of us. And yet it is good to do so, because in doing so
there is the hope of new life. In doing so there is the reminder that
God is with us here. When everything else ceases the steadfast love
of the Lord remains, renewing all things. May we once again become
partners with God in seeing creation come to its fulfilment.

Rev Jordan Redding
[1] Lamentations 3: 29
[2] Gen 2: 7
Jordan Redding is a minister in the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand. He is
currently a doctoral candidate at the University of Otago. Supervised by Murray Rae, he is
studying the theological anthropology of Swiss Reformed theologian, Eduard Thurneysen.
Jordan also serves on the Combined Churches Climate Change Network.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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From Parish Council

Taking the Pulse at Café Church
The article in the July issue of the Signal offered some thinking on
'Taking the Pulse' of the church in Opoho - looking to find the ways in
which we can resource and sustain the ministry that is Opoho
Presbyterian.
We defined our purpose as being a place of spiritual nourishment, of
community and of support for one another both within and outside
the church.
By the time you read this Opoho Signal, the leadership (elders and
parish councillors) will have held discussion at their retreat on just
how we can balance the purpose of our church with our ability to
resource and sustain that purpose.
On Sunday 5 August our 10 am Communion Service will be held in
the (warm) hall and, as part of the service, we will engage in a
broader conversation on that balance and how we might continue
sustainable yet vibrant ministry in Opoho.
We hope you are able to join us for this service.

Opoho Church Parish Council
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

News from the Parish, and from the Wider Church
 As always, we welcome home to those who have recently

returned from travels around New Zealand, and around the
world. We are delighted to see you safely home.
We are especially pleased that Abby has made it home,
together with her purple cast, crutches, and the plates and
screws in her ankle.

 To those who are away from Dunedin, or about to set out on
journeys near or far, we keep you in our prayers, and look
forward to your safe return, when the time is right!
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Voices for the Earth
Two consecutive Sundays recently saw a pulpit exchange with a
difference for Opoho Church, and Knox Church in Christchurch. On
Sunday 29 April, Opoho Church hosted Voices for the Earth, a day
of reflection and conversation on Responding to Climate Change.
Matthew Jack, from Knox Church, Christchurch, preached at the 10
am service, and at the afternoon seminar the speakers were
Bronwyn Hayward, Henrik Moller, Bridie Lonie, Maureen Howard
and Peter Matheson. On the following Sunday, Knox Church,
Christchurch hosted a further day of reflection and conversation.

 We remember in our prayers all those who have recently had
bouts of illness and hospital stays.

 Congratulations to Henrik Moller. Henrik’s work on the Flip the
Fleet project was recognised at the recent ODT Regional
Science Awards. Henrik gained the Otago Polytechnic
Sustainability Award, which recognises sustainable practices.

 Did you see the obituary for Betty Macara, in the ODT on
Saturday 14 July?. Written by Philip Somerville, the obituary
sets out Betty’s life and times since she was born at the
beginning of the First World War in 1914. There is a copy in
Scrapbook No. 4 in Morrison Lounge. Thank you, Philip.

 Some people at Opoho may remember the Rev Andrew Brown,
who died recently here in Dunedin. He was the minister of St
Andrews, Balclutha from 1977 to 1988 before moving to the
Epsom parish in Auckland. During his time in Balclutha he was
a staunch member of the Synod and the local Presbytery. We
remember in our prayers Andrew, his wife Marjorie and all their
family.

from our Correspondents
Please do pass on to Andrea Johnston any news and snippets you come
across, for inclusion in Parish News.

Andrea’s contact details are on Page 19.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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[1] United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-
agreement

Margaret preached at Knox in the morning, and that afternoon the
speakers were Bronwyn Hayward, Bruce Hamill, Francesca Bradley
and Katherine Peet.
Andrea Johnston and Andrew Smith have reflected on the Opoho
seminar, and Tui Bevin on the Knox, Christchurch seminar
While some of what we heard at Opoho was undoubtedly familiar,
some was new, and throughout the afternoon there was much food
for thought.
The central aim of the UNFCCC[1] Paris Agreement 2015, is to
strengthen the global response to the threat of climate change by
keeping a global temperature rise this century well below 2 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels, and to pursue efforts to limit the
temperature increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
In addition to this aim, signatories (including New Zealand) agreed to
support this aim in the context of addressing sustainable
development and the eradication of poverty. Nevertheless, within
New Zealand the focus has been on 1.5 degrees, without much
reference to sustainable development and the eradication of poverty.
Our lifestyle comes from energy sources laid down in an age older
than the dinosaurs, and our lifestyle is consuming it pretty quickly.
Our market economies have allowed the expansion of populations
beyond the resources of the earth. We cannot be blasé about the
situation we are facing.
Reducing carbon emissions matters; but we also need to consider
how our communities can adapt to climate change. Ordinary people
need to be involved in studying and discussing the issues, if we are
to achieve the extraordinary transformations in policy that are
needed to address climate change. If our global economy is
dominated by twelve major companies bigger than nations in their
scale, then we need to be strategic in motivating citizens, in finding
the people and opportunities to be the future ‘Rosa Parks’ who will
be catalysts for progressive change.
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Sustainability is a social contract, and we are asked to think globally,
act locally. Actions to consider include eating less meat, flying less,
planting trees, using solar energy, taking public transport, and
switching to an electric vehicle, or a hybrid vehicle. The cost
effectiveness of electric vehicles is already high, and is increasing.
Nissan are no longer carrying out research and development
activities on combustion technologies. The Chinese symbol for crisis
is made up of the symbols for danger and for opportunity.
Many artists are talking about the climate in their art. Locally, Awa
HQ acknowledges Toitū stream, hidden within Dunedin’s CBD, and
provides a vital connection to Dunedin’s environment and heritage.
The project looks at the history, condition and relationships of the
stream by gathering together diverse stories, experiences and
responses. As we consider and plan for the adaptations we need to
make, artists have valuable contributions to make - at the beginning
of the conversation, not at the end.
Around Dunedin, we are seeing the growth of the skills and
resourcing we need in order for our communities to adapt.
Community Gardens are flourishing, a range of resources is
available at the Valley Community Workshop, there are now 149
Lilliput Libraries around Dunedin, the Open Valley Urban
Ecosanctuary project (OpenVUE) is a local biodiversity project.
We desperately need a new language to talk about the environment.
Are we ‘post-everything’ cynics still capable of outrage? We need to
be! Apocalypse can mean ‘the end is at hand’ - but can also mean
‘crazy, daring, hope’!
Six people  from Opoho attended the morning service and seminar
at Knox Church in Christchurch the week after the Opoho service
and seminar, for another stimulating and challenging day on
Responding to Climate Change .
Matthew Jack spoke with the children at Knox Church about food.
He had a basket of foods from his kitchen: focaccia bread he had
made for his dinner last night, olives from a branch of a neighbour’s
tree that hangs over the fence, a feijoa from a friend’s tree, an apple
with a sticker saying it was from New Zealand and a lemon that was
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from the US according to the sticker. While Matthew valiantly tried to
keep the fresh olives out of reach of a youngster who loved olives,
he discussed the significance of the various origins of the foods, and
he summed up his talk with the memorable “Shop locally, think
carefully and eat well!”
Following Bronwyn Hayward’s talk, three other speakers
approached the issue of responding to climate change from quite
different perspectives again to those in the Opoho seminar.
Francesca from Generation Zero spoke about their Zero Carbon Act
campaign. The Zero Carbon Act is intended to drive meaningful
climate change action in New Zealand. The Act will commit New
Zealand to zero carbon by 2050 or sooner, set a legally binding
pathway to this target, and require the Government to make a plan.
Two years ago the Zero Carbon Act was just the seed of an idea
and now the Government has committed to passing a Zero Carbon
Act into law.
The Rev Dr Bruce Hamill spoke by phone and Skype from
Wellington about his experience along with Rev Anne Thompson of
presenting a proposal to the 2014 General Assembly. The proposal
that the Assembly request that the Church’s Property Trustees, who
manage the major funds of the church, divest from fossil fuel
investments was agreed by majority vote. The General Assembly
declared investment in the fossil fuel industry to be unethical,
socially irresponsible and contrary to the Church’s mission of “caring
for creation”, and encouraged all congregations and members of the
Church to seriously consider the same action in relation to their own
investments. However it transpires there is no compulsion for the
Church’s Property Trustees to act on this decision. At the very least
though, this proposal does encourage others to become more
educated about the issue and to look at what they are doing in this
regard.
Katherine Peet from One Voice Te Reo Kotahi was also a dynamic
speaker. One Voice grew out of the aftermath of the Christchurch
earthquakes to be a nonprofit, third sector voice for organisations
that haven’t been formed by Government or commerce. She
referred to the book No More Throwaway People: the Co-Production
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities.
Can you help?
If you feel able to help regularly, or occasionally, in any of the areas mentioned here, please talk to Andrea Johnston or to

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers

5-Aug Shona & Philip
Somerville

Marian Weaver
Hamish Spencer

Christine
Cleugh — David Murray

12-Aug Smith / Spencer Cunninghams Marian
Weaver

Andrew
Smith

Gaynor Haig

19-Aug Hamilton / Rodda Jane Bloore
John Somerville Mike Garland — Gaynor Haig

26-Aug Jenny Bunce
Jane Bloore

Shona & Philip
Somerville

Andrea
Johnston

Gregor
Macaulay

Music Group

2-Sep Christine Cleugh
Tony Parry

Mike Garland
Gregor Macaulay

Maurice
Andrew — David Murray

9-Sep Bronwen Strang
Marian Weaver

Mary & John
Somerville Gaynor Haig

Mary
Somerville

Mark Bevin

16-Sep Shona & Philip
Somerville

Michael Ovens
Andrew Smith Daniel Larsen — Gaynor Haig

23 September Tui Bevin
Jane Bloore

John Stenhouse
Marian Weaver

Gregor
Macaulay

John
Roxborogh

Mark Bevin
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Opportunities   for   Service

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities.

If you feel able to help regularly, or occasionally, in any of the areas mentioned here, please talk to Andrea Johnston or to Margaret.

Music Flowers Sunday
School

Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning

David Murray Winter
Flowers

Activities at
back of church

Christine Cleugh Rodda / Hamilton

Gaynor Haig Winter
Flowers Christine Cleugh Rodda / Hamilton

Gaynor Haig Winter
Flowers Bronwen Strang Cunninghams

Music Group Winter
Flowers Bronwen Strang Cunninghams

David Murray Winter
Flowers

Activities at
back of church

Fiona Stirling Michael Ovens

Mark Bevin Winter
Flowers Fiona Stirling Michael Ovens

Gaynor Haig Allison Mulder Chris Young Mulders

Mark Bevin Allison Mulder Chris Young Mulders
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Imperative by Edgar Cahn, and talked about looking at what people
really value, and the need to move from representative democracy
to relational politics. She suggested politics was about issues of
power and not about priorities and had some useful sayings worth
remembering such as “A good listener has two ears and one mouth”
and “Even a jar of jam is political.”
http://onevoicetereokotahi.blogspot.com
Margaret’s and Matthew’s services and sermons from the Climate
Change services are available on our website.
The question now for each of us, is what should I do, and what
might Opoho Church do, about responding to climate change?

Tui Bevin, Andrea Johnston, Andrew Smith
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children’s Church for Pentecost
The second of our children's services for this year was held on
Sunday 15 July at the church. Pentecost Day is long past but we
enjoyed remembering it and celebrating what was, in effect, the
birthday of the Christian Church.
The food was prepared, the church sanctuary filled with chairs and
cushions, the last minute details ironed out and then it was time.
The families arrived, the helpers took some time out to welcome
everyone and so we were all ready to begin. We sang a couple of
songs - with Mark playing a lively tune alongside; then we talked
about the wind and the flames and the voices all raised together in
praise.
What better to make the sound of the wind than a whole bunch of
red balloons let loose? Bubbles helped us think of the mingling of
the people and the sharing of the moment, and the streamers were
the best for dancing and celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit.
The birthday cake and candles were an absolute highlight - and
there was not much cake left at the end!
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A Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession
On Sunday 17 June, the readings were from 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10,
14-17, and Mark 4: 26-34. People have asked John Roxborogh to
share the Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession from that day.

Lord we thank you for timely help; for places of shelter in trees
grown through the faith of others; for seeds planted in our lives
which have been important in ways those who planted them never
imagined; for the opportunities to plant seeds of faith and wisdom in

Thanks so much to all who came (it’s not always easy getting children
and yourself out at that time on a winter’s evening) and a special
thanks to all who helped with setting up and the food etc.
Once again, a special time!

Margaret Garland
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Study Night - Colours of Belief
7.30pm Wednesday 22 August

Morrison Lounge ~ All welcome

It is never an easy task to articulate your belief in God, the meaning
of life, or where you are on your journey of faith.
Equally it is apparent that, through our individual on-going journeys,
we are shaped differently and at different places.
This study night is an opportunity to hear some exploration of what
belief in God looks like to a few individuals - within a company that
respects the diversity of belief and does not challenge or rebut
anyone else's journey.
As always at Opoho, we will have many vibrant and interesting
perspectives - you are welcome to come along, to listen, to engage
as you wish.
Supper to follow.

Margaret Garland and Philip Somerville
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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the lives of others. Thank you for the grace to let go and let things
happen in their own good time, that while we are sleeping you are
still working – in creation, in us, in our children and our children’s
children.
We remember words spoken at the right time, gestures of
acceptance and understanding, healing and hope, nudges of love in
times of difficulty, the assurance that it is going to be all right.
Thank you for places where it is safe to be, to explore the mysteries
of life, the untidy joys of love, and the gift of patience for ourselves
and for others.
May your church be a place where good things still happen. Where
the example of Jesus and of generations of faith give guidance in the
moral messiness of life. Help us sow seeds in our time that make it
possible for future generations to see the fresh colours of spring and
the harvest of faith.
Lord help us never underestimate the goodness found in surprising
places, but there is also darkness and evil and destruction. We bring
to you situations where other seeds have been sown, and are being
sown, and where good people are deceived. It is easy to feel
helpless in the face of stories which play on our fears and exploit our
hopes. Show us how to keep a perspective of faith and not give up
the struggle. Lord teach us to pray. Lord energise us and all who
work for peace, for justice, for healing, and for redemption.
We pray for those in prison and those seeking ways of reducing our
dependence on more and larger prisons in our need for a safer
society. Lord have mercy.
We pray for those addressing our housing crisis, and for those who
cannot wait for a safe, dry, affordable place to live.
We pray for those preparing for adult life and its responsibilities of
relationships, work, and a sense of purpose in life; those struggling
for direction, and those needing models and values which seem in
scarce supply. Bless parents, teachers, those in leadership in
government and local bodies, in the media, business, science,
education, finance and industry. Those making laws and sharing
ideas and stories which give word and shape to our better selves.
Help us have a better idea how to live in love for God and neighbour
in a changing world.
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Movie Group
The next movie group meeting is at 49 Signal Hill Road on Thursday
9 August at 7 pm. Details of the month’s movie will be included in
the Sunday notices.
Movie nights are an opportunity for people to gather in someone’s
home, to watch a movie together, and afterwards reflect together
over a cup of tea or coffee, on anything that particularly struck them
as they watched. All are welcome.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Interfaith Matters
The next Interfaith meeting, on Sunday 5 August at 2.30 pm will be
at St Patrick’s Basilica, 34 Macandrew Rd, with reports from those
who by then will have attended the National Interfaith Forum in
Wellington, plus a short talk on Scientology.
On Wednesday 15 August at 7.30 pm, Paul Gourlie will give a talk
on modern Islam, as part of the Methodist Open Education
programme, at the Mornington Methodist Church.
On Monday 20 August at 6 pm, the Annual Peace Lecture will be
given by Rachel Kohn, a deeply committed Jewish woman from
Australia, sponsored by the Dunedin Abrahamic Group. This will
be in the St David Lecture Theatre at Otago University.

Bronwen Strang
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

We give thanks for hopes for peace in Korea, but we also bring our
mixed feelings about the leadership involved. Lord may the hopes
and prayers of your people not be disappointed, whatever the other
concerns we may have.
We remember those who have been in hospital. We commit to you
our personal needs, our worries, and our fears, and our memories -
all that gives us insight into the needs of others and the work you
still have for each of us to do. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
7.30 pm, Thursday 2 August ~ Micah

7.30 pm, Thursday 6 September ~ Nahum

The next Bible Discussion is on the book of Micah.
We meet at 7.30 pm at 129 Signal Hill Road and everyone is
welcome, even if you can only make an occasional evening, or are
new to the Bible.
Please read the month’s book beforehand if possible. For more
information please ask Margaret the minister, or John Stenhouse the
discussion leader.

Tui Bevin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Psalm Writing Group
6.30pm - 8 pm Wednesday 5 September

A small group of people at Opoho have been meeting over the last
year to share psalms they have written. Some are based on the
psalms from the Bible, others speak into the issues of today as a
conversation with God, others are forms of prayer and
contemplation. We meet monthly and listen to each other, provide
feedback and encouragement.
Some of the psalms we share are posted on our website and some
are used in services or on other occasions.
Would you like to join us? Our next gathering is at 6.30 pm on
Wednesday 5 September, in the Morrison Lounge at Opoho Church.
We bring our own takeaways and eat together before we share the
psalms. If you have a psalm you would like to share, or if you would
like to come and just listen you are most welcome.
If you have any questions, please talk to Margaret.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Dunedin North Otago Resource Group
(sub-region of the Southern Presbytery)

Tuesday 14 August, 6 pm to 8.30 pm
Stuart Hall, Knox Presbyterian Church

449 George Street, Dunedin
Main Speaker: Prof. Jonathan Boston.
Jonathan is a member of St John’s Presbyterian Church Wellington
and one of New Zealand’s leading social policy commentators. He is
a prolific author and brings a strong Christian perspective to his
work. He has been an active contributor to discussions regarding
climate change. Jonathan is Professor of Public Policy at the
Victoria University of Wellington School of Government.
Jonathan will offer some specific Christian reflections on the proper
role of the state in the funding and provision of social assistance and
assess the current New Zealand government's welfare reform
agenda, including its goals to reduce child poverty and enhance
child wellbeing.
September 2018 marks the 80th anniversary of the enactment of the
Social Security Act which Michael Joseph Savage called “applied
Christianity”.
Interacting with Jonathan, we will talk together about how Christians
and congregations can remain informed and active in advocacy
regarding social policy in our country.
We will also spend time in prayer and encouragement of each other.
All are very welcome to come along.
Meal provided - $10 per person.
The meal will be from approximately 6.10 to 6.45, at which time the
meeting proper will begin.
RSVP to admin@knoxchurch.net by Sunday 12 August 2018.

Kerry Enright
For the Dunedin North Otago Planning Team

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Calendar for early September
The calendar for August is on the back page.

2 September ~ Sunday 10 am: Quarterly Communion. Rev
Margaret Garland

5 September ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Psalm Writing. BYO Takeaways.
Morrison Lounge

6 September ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Nahum
129 Signal Hill Road

9 September ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship: Rev Margaret Garland

5 pm: Children’s Church for the Season of
Creation, with tea.

13 September ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge

16 September ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship: Rev Margaret Garland

11.15 am. Annual Meeting in the church.

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent
sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two
most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and
an on-line version of the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to
Facebook to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
Copies of the Parish Directory, with contact details of parishioners,
are available on the back pew in the church.
This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this
way. If you are not already on the email list, and would like to be,
please send an email either to Andrea
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz or to Margaret
marg.garland@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lectionary readings, 5 August 2018 to 16 September
in Year B, the Year of Mark

Sunday 5 August - 11th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Sam 11: 26-12:
13a

Ps 51: 1-12 Eph 4: 1-16 Jn 6: 24-35

Sunday 12 August - 12th Sunday after Pentecost
2 Sam 18: 5-9, 15,
31-33

Ps 130 Eph 4: 25-5: 2 Jn 6: 35, 41-
51

Sunday 19 August - 13th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 2: 10-12,
3: 3-14

Ps 111 Eph 5: 15-20 Jn 6: 51-58

Sunday 26 August - 14th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 8: (1,6,
10-11), 22-30,
41-43

Ps 84 Eph 6: 10-20 Jn 6: 56-69

Sunday 2 September - 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Song Sol 2:
8-13

Ps 45: 1-2,
6-9

James 1: 17-27 Mk 7: 1-8,
14-15,
21-23

Sunday 9 September - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Prov 22: 1-2, 8-9,
22-23

Ps 125 James 2: 1-10,
(11-13) 14-17

Mk 7: 24-37

Prov 1: 20-33 Ps 19 James 3: 1-12 Mk 8: 27-38

Sunday 16 September - 17th Sunday after Pentecost

Season of Creation

Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual
authors, unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Wednesday 15 August
Please send all material for the September Opoho Signal to:
Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010

phone 473 9473 mobile 021 516 275
email andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
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Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in August

1 August ~
Wednesday

7.30 pm: Christian Development
Committee Meeting. 111B North Taieri
Road

2 August ~
Thursday

7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Micah
129 Signal Hill Road

5 August ~ Sunday 10 am: Café Church with Holy Communion.
Rev Margaret Garland. More on P. 4

11.30 am Pastoral Care and Community
Committee meeting at back of church

8 August ~
Wednesday

8 pm: Property and Finance Committee
meeting

9 August ~
Thursday

7 pm: Movie Group at 49 Signal Hill Road.

12 August ~ Sunday 8.15 am: Pastoral Carers’ Breakfast .
Morrison Lounge.
10 am: Worship: Rev Margaret Garland

15 August ~
Wednesday

Deadline for the September Opoho Signal.

19 August ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

22 August ~
Wednesday

2 pm: Fellowship Group. Morrison Lounge
Speaker: Margaret Garland on Women in
Ministry.

7.30 pm: Study Night. Morrison Lounge.
Colours of Belief led by Margaret Garland
and Philip Somerville. Supper to follow

The calendar for the early part of September is on P. 18

26 August ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship with Music Group. Rev
Margaret Garland

16 August ~
Thursday

7.30 pm Parish Council Business meeting.
Morrison Lounge
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