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Editorial: The First Year of Our Bible Reading Quest 
 
Have you read the Bible in its entirety? I haven’t. Yet. Years ago 
I tried but like some others, I couldn’t get past the third book, 
Leviticus, that “graveyard of plans to read through the Bible”. 
Eventually I found a way past the graveyard by helping start a 
group to read the Bible with and by keeping a journal of the 
experience.  
 

A small but committed group of us at Church began to read and 
discuss the Bible in July 2015, one book a month from beginning 
to end ~ a 6½ year quest. We’ve allowed ourselves Januaries 

off. We began with Genesis when I was 60 and Rosalie was 2 ~ 
and we’ll finish with Revelation when I’m a pensioner and Rosalie 
will be 8½.  
 

Reading Genesis I realised I couldn’t approach reading the Bible 
the same way as I read other material. I can only concentrate 
for two or three chapters before my mind drifts off. I’ve found it 
helps to have pointers or reflections about the particular book to 
consider as I read.  
 

I typed “Why read Leviticus?” into Google and found “5 Reasons 

Why We Should Still Read Leviticus Today”, which provided 
helpful context and stimulus to keep reading it. I even found a 
book by a Boston minister who convinced eighteen parishioners 
to join him living Levitically for a month. Crazy, I know, but it 
helped me make it past Leviticus at last. 
 

I’m working out ways through stories that sound far removed 
from the New Testament God of love: stories of violence, 
sacrifice, genocide, and abuse of power and people. We regularly 
return to the question of why the early church fathers kept the 
Hebrew Scriptures in our Bible. I am slowly beginning to 

understand why. 
 

We each read the Bible differently. One of us reads regularly 
each morning, another reads a whole book on the day, or even 
the afternoon of the discussion while I take one or two weeks to 
read each book. We take note of particular passages for 
discussion, and we’re learning to sum up each book in a sentence 
or two.  
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Many people read the Bible more quickly than we are. When Joy 

Cowley spoke at Opoho Church recently she mentioned that as 
a ten-year-old child, the expectation in her family was that she 
would read the Bible, not just once, but once each year. Taking 
6½ years to read the Bible through once sounds leisurely, 
perhaps too spread out to keep up momentum, but it actually 
feels quite fast. It takes time to read each book and the related 
material that adds depth and enjoyment to the process. It takes 
time to reflect on the discussion and extra reading and write my 
journal. 
 

I’ve never kept a reflective journal consistently before and that 

has been an eye opener in itself. I’m surprised how much there 
is to jot down: Bible verses, thoughts, reactions, excerpts from 
books and articles, poems, prayers and observations of other 
group members. Looking back over my journal I’m reminded 
what a fruitful quest this is turning out to be. 
 

This year of Bible reading has also shown again how what you 
focus on is what you inevitably attend to. Filling in time between 
commitments in Scribes bookshop one day a month or two after 
we started this quest, my eyes fell on “Walking the Bible. A 

journey by land through the five books of Moses” by Bruce Feller. 
It was well worth the $12 I paid for it. 
 

Bruce Feller tells of meeting an Israeli archeologist who found 
two pieces of rolled silver the size of cigarette butts in a cave in 
1979. It took three years to unroll them and then three more to 
read them before discovering the ancient Hebrew was the 
beautiful words of what we call the Aaronic Blessing from 
Numbers 6: 24-26, that the Lord told Moses to tell Aaron and his 
sons to bless the people of Israel with. These words were written 
about 2,600 years ago, 300 years earlier than the Dead Sea 

Scrolls. They are the earliest biblical verses ever found, and have 
been used to bless countless generations. We sang the beautiful 
words at Kirsten and Florian’s wedding and again at Rosalie and 
James’s baptisms. Stumbling across the Aaronic blessing in 
Numbers made my Bible reading quest all the more worthwhile. 
 

This month we’re up to the 13th book of the Bible: 1 Chronicles.  
It’s not too late for anyone, even self-professed Old Testament 
avoiders, to join us in this quest and read through the Bible, one 
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book a month. There are companions for the journey and gems 

to be found.  
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

And give you peace. 
 

(Numbers 6: 24-26) 
Tui Bevin 
 

 
 

Opoho and Parish News 
 

Hamish Spencer has added to his responsibilities by being 
appointed as one of the two science advisors for the Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and Employment.   He takes a flight that 
leaves Dunedin at 6.25am. in the morning to Wellington once a 
week for regular meetings.  Congratulations! 
 

Home Made Blankets. There has been a large effort made by 
many people to create woollen blankets that are sent to Eastern 
Europe to be given to orphanages so that children can keep 
warm.   Thank you to those who give the wool, who knit the 
blankets and those who stitch the squares together in a 9 x 7 
pattern and then make sure that they are delivered to the 
delivery agent.  Our team made 5 colourful items as well as 
booties.   They were on display at our service on 19th July. 
 

Joy Cowley Visit. What an excellent weekend we had with Joy 
Cowley!  This lady was the speaker at a seminar that Opoho 

organised.  110 people came on the Saturday and willingly joined 
in the discussions.  here were 2 separate sessions and the 
subjects were based on approaches to Christian living. One was 
"Coming home to the undivided self" and the other was "When 
the well is empty".  In a gentle persuasive way, Joy brought 
these matters to ourselves where we had time to consider what 
they meant for each of us.  Then on the Sunday there was a very 
good attendance at worship.  It included 13 folk from the Port 
Chalmers parish and we appreciated that. Joy has a particular 
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orphanage in India [Karunai-Illam Children's Home in Nilakottai, 

Tamil Nadu, South India] that she supports and she invited 
everyone to give a donation to that organisation. The amount 
given was $1,101. 
 

Fiona Stirling’s Art Display: Moray Gallery was the venue for 
exhibiting works by Fiona in June.  Her display was called "Rangi 
and Papa".  It is a series of paintings based on carvings in the 
Otago Museum. 
 

Dr Judy Rodda: Dr Rodda who has been studying Hector's 
dolphins for 12 years has been to San Diego, California to 

present her research at an ESRI Education GIS conference. The 
study tracked about 120 dolphins in Te Waewae Bay, Southland. 
This is well earned honour and the result of plenty of hard work.    
Congratulations, Judy. 
 

Opoho Fellowship. At our June meeting we gathered at Marion 
and Simon Rae's home for a warm time together.  Our speaker 
was Mrs Jenny Roxborogh who is secretary of the Valley Project.  
Through very good photographs she illustrated the development 
of the block of land behind the North East Valley school.  It's 
about the size of a football field so there is plenty of space to 

develop a series of gardens over the last five years.  Gatherings 
are held on Saturday mornings and those who work are the ones 
who can take home the produce. 
 

In July the Rev Alofa Lale speaks about the 60th meeting of the 
United Nations Convention for Women. It was held at the United 
Nations headquarters in New York where 6,000 people were part 
of these meetings. One person, on seeing the size of the UN 
building, commented that the whole of her town could be fitted 
into it.  And we note that Mavis Duncanson is speaking at our 
Sunday service on 31st July. The Rev Carol Grant who is 

convener of the U.N. committee was recently at worship with her 
husband, Neil. 
 

Opoho School: We noted in the Otago Daily Times that Opoho 
School pupils won first prize in the spelling contest for year 5 
and 6 children who are 10 years old. The boys were Jimmy Muir, 
Felix Telfer and Nikau Edmond-Smaill.  It is the first time that a 
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team from Opoho has won so they will be training for another 

rewarding time next season. 
 

Miriam you’ve done it again! Miriam Vollweiler has been given 
a double pass to the competition on Grease: the Arena 
spectacular. 
 

Post Boxes. The ongoing saga of removing the local post box 
continues.  Interesting to read that every box must have at least 
30 envelopes posted in the box for it to be retained for its prime 
purpose.   Pity that people in Opoho were not warned of the 
potential removal of the Blacks Road box before it was shifted 

away. 
 

Brexit. Will the exit of Great Britain from the European Union 
affect we Dunedinites?   Watch this space and your newspapers/ 
Television. 
 

Council Elections. This year it is our turn to vote for city and 
regional councillors.  It is our understanding that each of us will 
be able to vote for the best persons for the whole of Dunedin 
City council and not for our local area as in the past.  Regional 
councillors will still be in wards.  The important point is that 

democracy depends on each of us voting so don't forget to vote. 
 
Laurie Williams 
 
 
 
 

Movie group 
 

Movie group is meeting this month at the Bevin's 129 Signal 
Hill Rd on Thursday 11th August at 7pm. A warm welcome and 

good company guaranteed. Light supper provided. Ring or 
email Shona for details ph 4738862 or 
shonahsomerville@gmail.com 

http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email(%27shonahsomerville%40gmail.com%27)
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Soulspace: Come and join us to experience the church in a 

different way. Spend time in the warm candlelit space for time 
just to contemplate on your own or follow the theme and 
stations for the night. Walking labyrinth available in the hall. 
Ring or email Shona ph 4738862 or 
shonahsomerville@gmail.com 

 
Winter 
 

Winter,  

a time of snow and wetness.   

The days are short and cold, 

the deciduous trees are bare. 
 

Winter,  

a time for cutting away  

dead wood from roses,  

and pruning unwanted branches 
from grape vines. 
 

Winter,  

a time of shaping things  

and tying up the waste.  
 

Winter,  
a time for clearing 
cool and passionless. 
 

Yet, in this time,  

there is still growth:  

the flower withers  

to form the seedcase,  

just as souls need to be empty 

before they can be filled to overflowing.  
 

Under the earth,  
tubers shrink  and turn inside out,  

sending up the shafts of stem  

and sending down  the anchoring roots.  
 

Underneath everything,  
in the darkness, 
new life is seething,  

http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email(%27shonahsomerville%40gmail.com%27)
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yearning to break through the surface. 
 

The husks fall away from the seed  

and the ticking kernel starts to shoot.  
 
Trisha Watts.  In T Watts and G Lord “Sanctuary Where Heaven 
Touches Earth”. Northstone, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lectionary Readings for August 
 

7 August Pentecost 12 51C 
Is 1: 1, 10-20 Ps 50: 1-8, 

22-23 

Heb 11: 1-3,  

8-16 

Luke 12: 32-40 

14 August Pentecost 13 52C 

Is 5: 1-7 Ps 80: 1-2, 
8-19 

Heb 11: 29-
12:2 

Luke 12: 49-56 

21 August Pentecost 14 53C 

Jer 1: 4-10 Ps 71: 1-6 Heb 12: 18-
29 

Luke 13: 10-17 

28 August Pentecost 15 54C 

Jer 2: 4-13 Ps81: 1, 10-
16 

Heb 13: 1-8, 
15-16 

Luke 13 

4 September Pentecost 16 55C 

Jer 18: 1-11 Ps 139: 1-6, 
13-18 

Philemon 1: 
1-21 

Luke 14: 25-33 
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Opportunities for Service 

 
Rosters for the week leading up to, and including, the Sunday 
 

 
Morning 

Tea 
Door Duty Readers Prayers Music Flowers 

Hall 

Cleaning 

Church 

Cleaning 

7 
Aug 

Fiona 

Stirling 

Chris 

Young 

Abby Smith 

Marian 

Weaver 

Gregor 

Macaula

y 

 
David 

Murray 

Winter 

Flowers 

Andrew 

Smith 

Rodda / 

Hamilton 

14 
Aug 

Tui Bevin 

Kirsten 

Beyer 

Mike 

Garland 

Hamish 

Spencer 

Matthew 

Ogle 

Andrew 

Smith 

Mark 

Bevin 

Winter 

Flowers 

Andrew 

Smith 

Rodda / 

Hamilton 

21 
Aug 

Rodda & 

Hamilton 

Tertius 

Jacobs 

Matthew 

Ogle 

Emma 

Hamilton 
 

Gaynor 

Haig 

Winter 

Flowers 

Cunning-

hams 

Somer-

villes 

28 
Aug 

Cloughley

s 

Jane Bloore 

Maria 

Larsen 

Christine 

Cleugh 

Tui 

Bevin 

Music 

Group 

Winter 

Flowers 

Cunning-

hams 

Somervill

es 

4 
Sep 

Smith/ 

Spencers 

Cunning-

hams 
Andrews 

Marian 

Weaver 

David 

Murray 

Allison 

Mulder 

Bronwen 

Strang 

Chris 

Young 

Christine 

Cleugh 

Fiona 

Stirling 

11 
Sep 

Murrays 

Tui Bevin 

Joseph 

Larsen 

Murrays 
Tertius 

Jacobs 

Mark 

Bevin 

Allison 

Mulder 

Bronwen 

Strang 

Chris 

Young 

Christine 

Cleugh 

Fiona 

Stirling 
 

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have 
contributed in the past, with all these activities. As the year 
proceeds, please continue to let me know of any dates between 
now and the end of January 2017, when you know you will not 
be available. You can contact me by phone, text or email. 
 

Printed copies of the roster schedule to the end of September 
are available at the back of the church. I have listed contact 

phone numbers on the back of the schedule. Please let me know 
also, if you would prefer a different phone number / contact 
method to be listed. 
 

Andrea Johnston 
Ph: 473-9473; Mobile: 021-516-275; Email: 
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz 

mailto:andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
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Coming Up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church 

 

4 August ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion 
First Chronicles at 129 Signal Hill Road 
 

7 August ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion 
Rev Margaret Garland 
 
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community 
Committee meeting at the back of Church 

11 August ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group at 129 Signal Hill Road 

14 August ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Margaret Garland 

18 August ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge. 
Business meeting  

20 August ~ Saturday Deadline for the September “Opoho Signal” 

21 August ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland 
 
7 pm: Soulspace in the Church 

24 August ~ 

Wednesday 

2 pm: Fellowship Group in the Morrison 

Lounge. 
Trish Scott: Working with People with Special 
Needs  
 
7.30 pm: Study Group in the Morrison 
Lounge. 
Rev John Franklin: Spiritual Direction and 
Contemplative Prayer 

28 August ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Margaret Garland and 
Music Group  
 

11.15 am: Opoho Church Annual Meeting in 
the Church. 

1 September ~ 
Thursday 

7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion 
Second Chronicles, 129 Signal Hill Road 
 

4 September ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion. 
Rev Graeme Munro 
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11 September ~ 

Sunday 

10 am: worship. Dr Abby Smith 

18 September ~ 
Sunday 

10 am: worship. Rev Graeme Munro 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please have any articles for the August newsletter to the editor 

by 22 August: marian.weaver@clear.net.nz or 4730174 

mailto:marian.weaver@clear.net.nz
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