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Editorial
Within our church the tradition, if not always the practice, is to follow
a calendar of readings (called the lectionary) through the church year
and, within this, to celebrate the Sundays that have a particular
focus. In late October and early November we have a series of three
services that sequentially focus on the Reformation, All Saints, and
Remembrance. And it struck me how they together form a template
for being Church in the 21st century.
Reformation Sunday reminds us of our heritage, our valuing of
education, the ministry of all believers, our commitment to social
justice and of diversity within the body of Christ. All Saints brings us
into the stories of our faith shared through time and across all the
lands, stories that help us learn and grow in our understanding
alongside our own immediate church experience. Remembrance – a
time to be still and remember how much our voice is needed
alongside all who work for peace in a world that hurtles towards ever
-increasing inhumanity. A world heading towards self-destruction in
its determination to live in the ‘now’ and pursue individual rights at all
costs.
Along the spectrum of a faith journey, these three expressions of
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living in faith sit towards the ‘well matured’ marker – full of
responsibility, hope vying with despair, wounds alongside treasured
experiences of the love of God. These are closer to the cross, we
might say. Yet we visit them in our church year just before we enter
into the Advent time, the other end of the spectrum perhaps, where a
simple story of the birth of a tiny baby and angels glorifying God
invites us to sit for a while in amazement and awe.
It is refreshing, is it not, to release for a little while the complexities of
being a ‘grown up’ in the faith and become instead the child watching
and waiting along with the rest of the world for one of the most
ordinary and yet so precious events – the birth of a child. And this
child would turn the world on its head, show us a new way, teach us
about God. So while we cannot completely put aside the knowledge
of the harsh world this bairn is born into, let us see if we can take time
to recover our childish dreams about the hope… and the peace… and
the joy… and the love that fills our hearts and guides our living as a
people of God made known in Jesus Christ.
Perhaps you might like to consider the words of Joy Cowley in her
psalm Nativity, in which she encourages us to immerse ourselves in
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the amazement, the awe, the blessing that is the birth of Jesus in our
lives. Nativity is printed on Page 15.

Margaret Garland
Margaret is writing this editorial as she approaches her eighth year in ministry at
Opoho. Now a very content resident of Opoho along with husband Mike, she
continues to appreciate and be nurtured by this community. She is a coffee devotee
and is learning to weave in the hope that one day she might know enough basics to
design something of her own creation. Watch this space!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Parish Council Report
Congratulations to Adam Currie who received a Blake Ambassador
Award, and over the summer will conduct research on NZ’s native
freshwater fish and be involved in fishing surveys in the Waikato.
Adam preached at church recently on the role of Christian
discipleship in the context of the ecological crisis and the sermon is
available on our website. Adam is the NZ representative on the
youth campaign at the United Nations Climate Change Conference
in Katowice, Poland, from 2 to 14 December.
Thank you to all who helped at the working bee and those who keep
popping in and working on their own, as our gardens and grounds
are now looking particularly lovely. Our garden is there to be enjoyed
and we encourage people in the community to use it.
Thank you to all who helped with the spring Wednesday Worship
series based on the familiar passage 1 Corinthians 13:13 about faith,
hope and love and the greatest of these being love. As always there
was a broad range of approaches to the services and thoughtful
responses in the discussions. The relationship between faith, hope
and love was of particular focus throughout the series. If you are
interested in reflecting further on this passage there are copies of the
small booklet Faith Hope and Love Reflection Pages from the UK
Anglicans on the back pew in church.
We had a good turn out with 43 attending the Annual Meeting at the
end of October. I found it interesting to prepare for my parish clerk’s
report for it, discovering that we held 80 worship services, 30 Parish
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Council and committee meetings and 37 education and fellowship
opportunities last year. The discussion around the church’s Media
Policy, which is currently being developed, was most useful. It is
hoped to be finished this early next year.
The editorship of the Opoho Signal changes with this issue as
Andrea Johnston finishes and Gregor Macaulay commences as
editor with the February issue. A huge thank you to Andrea for
her enthusiasm and commitment to producing a quality interesting
newsletter every month. The Signal isn’t losing Andrea completely
as she is carrying on with it’s layout and production.
The Psalm Writing Group has produced a folder of Opoho Psalms
written over the last 18 months. It is in the Morrison Lounge and
will be updated with new psalms from time to time.
The November parish council meeting was held at Filadelfios.
This was a pleasant change and our meeting was as full and
lively as usual.
The new Parish Directory is just out and is available at the back of
the church. Do pick up your copy – the new one is lemon
coloured.
Have you noticed a change in our hall? The honours boards of
the Opoho Indoor Bowling Club were recently removed. The club
met in the hall for 47 years, from 1957 to 2004. Parish Council
recently offered the boards to former members of the club, in
consultation with the Otago Indoor Bowls Association. They have
taken the boards away and intend to rehome or repurpose them.
We have kept one of the smaller 'Singles Champions' boards as a
link to our community history, and photographs were taken. This
means there is a big blank space at the end of the hall, and an
opportunity to do something new and interesting with it. Watch
this space! Thanks to David Murray for ensuring the boards went
to a suitable home.
I wish you all a reflective Advent, a happy Christmas and a safe
and refreshing summer holiday.

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Property and Finance Update
I am told that when we start the day with thoughts of gratitude
wonderful things will follow! So in the hope that one or two more
regular givers will join the many supporting the work of the
church, the Property and Finance Committee would like to
celebrate and give thanks for the many positive things happening
at our church.
The gardens are looking lovely and well cared for, community
groups are using the complex, people sit in the garden on the
book bus day, baptisms and weddings add colour to parish life,
the drains are still operational despite some issues (despite many
attempts we never succeeded in getting a quote for the repairs
and now that the road is covered in there is no saving to be had
by doing it now), and the borer are slightly less active in the pews
(although they are our most regular attenders at Sunday
worship!).
Property and Finance will be meeting on Wednesday 5
December, reviewing giving so far, looking at options to bring
fibre and broadband into the church office, reviewing all the
suggested donation charges for the building use, and considering
options for additional seating in the garden courtyard and how to
fund this.  A hexagonal table would cost $874 and if you would
like to contribute towards this, please talk to Alan Cloughley or
myself. Other options might include a two seater Jack and Jill
seat (small table built in to the middle of the seat) or just some
bench seats.
Lastly, a big thanks to all those who pitch in to do the myriad
tasks that help keep us running. Although committees and
working bees stop over the Advent season and New Year, these
many tasks carry on.

Mark Bevin
Regular Giving
Our church, local and national, is entirely financed by the giving
of its members. If you wish to commence a regular contribution,
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News from the Parish, and from the Wider Church
 Did you spot the story in the ODT about the formal opening of

Hanover Hall… featuring our own Eve Murray!
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/hanover-hall-opens-pms-
tributes

 Here is the link to Adam Currie’s sermon from 4 November,
which Tui mentioned in her Parish Council Report.
http://opohosermons.blogspot.com/2018/11/sermon-opoho-
church-sunday-4-november.html

 Read about the Armistice Commemoration at Opoho on 11
November, on Page 9.

 On Sunday 18 November, we were delighted to share in the
baptism of Fergus Ranby. Read about this very special
occasion on Page 10.

 Joy Cowley has just had a new book published: Veil Over the
Light, Fitzbeck Publishing, 2018. It covers some of the
material she talked about at her workshop here at church, so
if you missed writing down some her key ideas at her
workshop here in 2016, many of them are nicely all together
here in this book. Joy is a wonderfully generous person and
about ten years ago said that we at Opoho Church could use
any of her writings in our publications and services.

however small or large, the banking details are as follows:
ANZ Branch: Otago University, P.O. Box 6374, Dunedin North 9030
Name of Account: Opoho Presbyterian Deacon’s Court Inc
Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 00
Please add your name in the details and “giving” in reference
If you do set up a new automatic payment, or if you experience any
problems, please contact Brian Cunningham, phone 473 7204 or
email: briancunningham@xtra.co.nz

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Two of her Psalms are on Pages 15 and 17 in this issue.
 Invitation to a Book Launch at UBS, 378 Great King Street,

5.30 pm on Tuesday 4 December: Slippery Jim or Patriotic
Statesman? James Macandrew of Otago by R. J. Bunce. Jo
is a former Opoho parishioner.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

General Assembly 2018

This year, after being an elder at several churches over the last 18
years, marked my first trip to General Assembly (GA). Over the
years I had heard many stories about what GA was like and the
majority of them were not glowing reports. Yet I found I was amidst
loving, caring and wonderful people of the body of Christ who
genuinely wanted to seek the leading of the Spirit of God and help
make important decisions that would impact our churches in
Aotearoa New Zealand.
Our former moderator, the Very Reverend Richard Dawson,
handed the role of moderator of GA over to the Right Reverend
Fakaofo Kaio, whose opening devotions centred on the scripture in
Mark about the great commission to “Love One Another”. This was
the foundation for the days spent together in prayer and voting at
General Assembly.
Many decisions were made and all the main decisions are listed on
the Assembly Web Site[1]. There were a few that stood out as
major decisions that will make a great impact on our church in New
Zealand.
First there was the decision about Euthanasia. As our government
processes a bill that would allow people to choose the right to end
their lives, the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand
voted unanimously to not support any bill that supports the taking
of human life. The presentation on this paper was well put together
and well presented.
One paper presented was that we continue our mission to care for
creation by making changes in our church lives and in our daily
lives to show that we as Christians are leading the way to caring
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Armistice Commemoration
On Sunday 11 November, the end of hostilities in the Great War (the
First World War) one hundred years previously at the eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918 was remembered
around the world.
At Opoho, the roll of honour that normally hangs in the Morrison
Lounge was displayed at the front of the church and  the significance
of the day for all countries involved in the conflict was referred to in
the service.
Just before 11 o’clock, everyone went outside and, at the hour, two

Continued on P. 14

for God’s creation. Some of the many ideas presented were: Sunday
morning carpooling or riding bicycles to church, having bicycle racks
outside churches to encourage utilising bicycles, setting aside part of
the church properties to establish church gardens to service those in
the church and the surrounding community.
Another important paper discussed how we could be more flexible in
utilising the money we have in our churches. This paper especially
addressed those funds that are earmarked for property but may be
needed for other purposes such as ministry and mission. It was
decided that we begin to look at how we might be ministry and
mission centred with our funding, and how we might find ways to
make the funds more accessible.
The most important things that happened at General Assembly were
the loving, caring relationships that were inspired by the Right
Reverend Fakaofo Kaio and others. There was a sense of
forgiveness, togetherness, love and care for each other and all God’s
creation. So, I was pleased to be at a General Assembly that was
Spirit-filled and full of love.

Mary Somerville
2018 Commissioner from Southern Presbytery

[1] https://www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/general-assembly/general-
assembly-2018

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Baptism of Fergus Ranby
We celebrated joyously the baptism of Fergus Ranby at the church
on Sunday 18 November, with parents Mark and Sarah and brother
Thomas.
It was wonderful that Fergus' grandfather, the Rev Paul Ranby (a
former Opoho minister), could baptise Fergus and in that way
share the service with Margaret. It was also wonderful to have
many from Sarah and Mark's families there, including all four of
Fergus' grandparents.
Fergus wore the Hallagan Christening Gown, which is 135 years
old and was handmade for Fergus’ Great-Great Grandfather in
1883. Sarah’s mother, Bridget, is a Hallagan from Waipukurau.
Bridget and all her five siblings were baptised in the gown, along
with all of their children (15).
Paul observed that the gown and its history could be seen to be
symbolic of and representative of the wider whanau, now departed,
who in their living made it possible for us to be doing what we were
about to do today - baptise young Fergus.
Aunt Pip Ranby, from Christchurch, led the prayer of thanksgiving
(printed on Page 14). She herself was baptised at Opoho in the

minutes’ silence was observed – broken by a lawnmower in the
distance. At 11.02, we changed to a celebration of peace and hope
with the ringing of the church bell and a handbell (from a
Congregational church attended by Val Williams in earlier years)
and with the children (and others) making a joyful noise with various
instruments.

Gregor Macaulay
During the service, Tui led our prayers of Confession, Thanksgiving
and Intercession. They are published here:

http://opohosermons.blogspot.com/2018/11/prayer-litany-for-
remembrance-sunday-by.html

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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mid-1970s, by parishioner and family friend Prof Frank Nichol.

Philip Somerville, Paul Ranby, Mark Ranby

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advent and Christmas @ Opoho Church
As we come again to the season of Advent, to the stories of angels
and shepherds and wise ones from the east congregating around a
little baby born in a manger, we sometimes struggle to hold the
Jesus focus against the 'happy holiday' understanding of the world
around us. We can hope that somewhere on the way, perhaps
during our 8 services in December we find some new insight into
the amazing gift that is Jesus to this world.
So this year the ongoing theme through the services is to create a
Jesse tree - and by Christmas Day we will be able to place the
baby Jesus' name on the tree along with all his many ancestors all
the way back to the creation stories. Our first Advent service will
include Quarterly Communion in the morning and in the evening
that day is the Children's 5 pm service for Advent, our second
Sunday will focus on peace, our third will be a family service where
the joy of Christ's birth is celebrated, and the fourth will be our
annual Nine Lessons and Carols service with the Opoho Choir.
This year we have three services in three days - Sunday, Monday
(Christmas Eve) and Christmas Day on the Tuesday.
I truly hope that you are able to be a part of the Christmas story
this year and that you are able to find time to reflect on this truly
remarkable event in our Christian journey.

Margaret Garland
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers

2-Dec Tony Parry
Bronwen Strang Cunninghams Andrea

Johnston --

9-Dec Jenny Roxborogh
Christine Cleugh

Mary & John
Somerville Judy Rodda Abby Smith

16-Dec Smith /  Spencer Mike Garland
Andrew Smith Daniel Larsen Andrew Smith

23-Dec Rodda / Hamilton Smith /  Spencer Andrew Smith --

24-December
11.30pm -- Tui Bevin -- --

25-December
Christmas

Day
-- Smith / Spencers Mike Garland --

30-Dec Jane Bloore
Jenny Roxborogh

John Stenhouse
Gregor Macaulay

Hamish
Spencer --

2019

6-January Shona & Philip
Somerville

Mary & John
Somerville Abby Smith --

13-January Cunninghams Shona & Philip
Somerville Tui Bevin Gregor

Macaulay

20-January Bronwen Strang
Marian Weaver

Michael Ovens
Jane Bloore

Jenny
Roxborogh --

27-January Rodda / Hamilton Marian Weaver
Andrew Smith Marian Weaver John

Roxborogh

3-February Jenny Bunce
Christine Cleugh

Mike Garland
Gregor Macaulay

John
Stenhouse --

10-Feburary Tui Bevin
Tony Parry Cunninghams Gregor

Macaulay Abby Smith
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Opportunities   for   Service

Prayers Music Flowers Hall
Cleaning Church Cleaning

-- David Murray Shona Somerville Chris Young Shona & Philip
Somerville

Abby Smith Mark Bevin Fiona Stirling Christine Cleugh Cunninghams

Andrew Smith Gaynor Haig Fiona Stirling Christine Cleugh Cunninghams

-- Mark Bevin Jane Bloore Andrew Smith Jane Bloore

-- Mark Bevin -- --

-- Mark Bevin -- --

-- Gaynor Haig Jane Bloore Andrew Smith Jane Bloore

-- David Murray Judy Rodda Michael Ovens Rodda / Hamilton

Gregor
Macaulay Mark Bevin Judy Rodda Michael Ovens Rodda / Hamilton

-- Gaynor Haig Fiona Stirling Chris Young Gregor Macaulay

John
Roxborogh Music Group Fiona Stirling Chris Young Gregor Macaulay

-- David Murray Allison Mulder Bronwen Strang Mulders

Abby Smith Mark Bevin Allison Mulder Bronwen Strang Mulders

Jane Bloore
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Prayer for ourselves and for others

We pray this morning for ourselves,
that we might embody the love we are made for,
and be sources of joy and balm for each other, others and for
the world:

On this morning, in this place, may we know ourselves to be blessed
by and never separate from your abiding spirit, your abiding love;

May we know ourselves as thresholds of the revelation of your
presence;
A place in the world where you come alive.

Abiding in your spirit, in your love, may we know the amplitude of our
hearts, and our hearts as the home of divine imagination;

May this imagination be a flagrant fire that incinerates our
humanly proscribed dimensions of your holy activity,
And a light by which we discern your God-shaped movement and
change.

Abiding in your spirit, in your love, may expectancy be fostered in us,
so we are on the lookout for this movement and change and can throw
our weight behind it;

When this takes us in directions we’d rather not go,
Free us from our insistence on the conditions of our comfort,
from the project of finalizing who we are,

And create in us clean hearts.
Abiding in your spirit, in your love, may we recognize and be drawn by
the deepest desiring in us, rather than trivialising it;

May we know our yearning as the divining of the deepest truths
our lives have given us, a path to slowly discovering the context
in which we will grow as you mean us to.

Abiding in your spirit, in your love,
Feeling we are held, even when we can’t hold on
Feeling we are met, even when we can’t show up
May we know ourselves to be held and met in your tender gaze
of love,
Recognizing our coherence in this gaze, in the presence of this
undivided, loving attention;

15

Nativity

Look now! It is happening again!
Love like a high spring tide is swelling to fullness and
overflowing
the banks of our small concerns.

And here again is the star, that white flame of truth blazing
the way for us
through a desert of tired ways.

Once more comes the music, angel song that lifts our hearts
and tunes our ears to the harmony of the universe, making us
wonder how we ever could have forgotten.

And now the magi within us gathers up gifts of gold and
myrrh,
while that other part of ourselves, the impulsive, reckless
shepherd,
runs helter skelter with arms outstretched to embrace the
wonder of it all.

We have no words to contain our praise. We ache with awe,
we tremble with miracle, as once again, in the small rough
stable of our lives, Christ is born

Joy Cowley
Page 8 In Psalms Down-under, Pleroma Christian Supplies, 2004

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

And may we and our church, as thresholds of your Living Presence,
gaze in this way, with this quality of attention, this love on others and
on the world.
Because of and in your Holy Presence we pray,
Amen.

Pip Ranby

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Prayer for ourselves and for others

Let us pray together.

All over the world people are busy. They are planting,
harvesting, cleaning, selling, cooking, ordering, putting things
away, taking things out, filling in forms.
Lord, Bless us all in our busy-ness.

All over the world people are creating. They are painting,
singing, writing, sculpting, designing, filming.
Lord, Bless us all in our creativity.

All over the world people are interacting. They are hugging,
arguing, loving, ignoring, fighting, helping, talking, meeting,
governing.
Lord, Bless us all in our relationships.

All over the world people are suffering. They are hungry,
homeless, voiceless, poor, exhausted, hurting, losing, dying.
Lord, Bless us all in our misery.

All over the world people are worshipping. They are praying,
singing, listening, talking, hoping, learning, wondering,
doubting.
Lord, Bless us all as we try to understand you.

We pray together.
Amen.

Abby Smith
Sunday 28 October 2018

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

17

An Irish Prayer for Advent/ Christmas

May you be blessed
With the spirit of the season, which is peace,
The gladness of the season, which is hope,
And the heart of the season, which is love.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Advent

Jesus, you remind us
that Advent fills all time
and the journey is everywhere.

Like the Magi we travel
from the head to the heart;
from the city of learning
to the fields wide open to the sun;
from the meaning of words
to the knowledge beyond them;
from the music notes on paper
to the sound of the concerto;
from the smallness of the manger
to the Love that holds the universe in being.

Joy Cowley
In Veil Over the Light, Fitzbeck Publishing, 2018

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Psalm Writing Group

6.30pm Wednesday 20 February 2019
The recently-held meeting of the psalm writing group offered a very
rich breadth of material from those who were there. It was
intriguing that, although written without any consultation, there was
an amazing crossover of thinking in the pieces presented on the
night. These psalms will be added to the book in the Morrison
Lounge - please do have a look.
Some of the psalms written by members of this group have also
been published on the Church’s web page:
https://www.opohochurch.org/psalms
We will meet again on Wednesday 20 February, with BYO
takeaways for tea.
It is not too late to decide to come along - you might have a psalm
to share or perhaps you would like to simply sit in, and join in the
conversation. If you have any questions, or would like to come
along this month, please talk to the Minister.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The theme for this year’s Christian World Service Christmas appeal is

http://christmasappeal.org.nz/
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
After meeting now for 3½ years, the Bible Book of the Month study
group discussed Zephaniah in November. Counting forwards, it
looks like we’ll finish the Old Testament at the beginning of Lent
2019.
If you aren’t sure what to read for your summer holiday reading,
you might like to read ahead on the books we will be looking at in
the new year!

6 December ~ Haggai
7 February ~ Zechariah

7 March ~ Malachi
We continue to meet on the first Thursday of the month at 129
Signal Hill Road and encourage you to join us. For more
information please ask Margaret, the minister, or John Stenhouse
at phone 473-8028 or john.stenhouse@otago.ac.nz

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday 2 December 10 am: Advent 1: Hope, with Holy
Communion
5 pm: Children’s Christmas Service with
tea

Sunday 9 December 10 am: Advent 2: Peace

Sunday 16 December 10 am: Advent 3: Joy, a Family Service

Sunday 23 December 10 am: Advent 4: Love , Nine Lessons
and Carols with the Opoho Choir

Monday 24 December 11.30 pm: Christmas Eve, Candlelight
Service

Tuesday 25 December 10 am: Christmas Day, Welcome the
Christ Child

Remember:

Advent and Christmas Services
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Interfaith Matters
You possibly have no idea that each main monthly meeting
of the Dunedin City Council is opened with a prayer from
one of the faith traditions in Dunedin. This means that by the
end of each year the groups: Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, Baha’i, Hindu, Tibetan Buddhism, Theravadan
Buddhism, Hare Krishna, Brahma Kumari, Scientology ,
Islam, Catholics and Methodists, will all have been involved.
Everyone who has done this has talked of the respectful
atmosphere there and what a privilege it was to be invited.
Our December meeting is always a social time and this year
will be held in the indoor / outdoor space of the Baha’i
Centre in Shetland St, Wakari. It has been changed from the
first Sunday of the month to the second Sunday, i.e. 9
December at 2.30 pm, because of people who would like to
take families to the Christmas Parade on Sunday 2
December.
A small group however, will still meet on the 2 December to
talk about plans for a multi-faith space at the new hospital,
and what would be needed to bring peace to people of all
faiths and none – so important in a hospital. This will take
place in the Meditation / Prayer Room at the University.
During holidays and at weekends access is an issue, so if
you are interested get in touch with Bronwen.

Bronwen Strang
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual
authors, unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Tuesday 15 January 2019
Please send all material for the February Opoho Signal to:

Gregor Macaulay, 88 Forfar Street, Mornington, Dunedin 9011
Email gregor.macaulay@otago.ac.nz

About Movie Group
Movie nights are an opportunity for people to gather in someone’s
home, to watch a movie together, and afterwards reflect together
over a cup of tea or coffee, on anything that particularly struck them
as they watched.
The group is very informal. All are welcome to come along as and
when they are able.
The gatherings are usually on the 2nd Thursday of the month at
7.00 pm, between February and November.
Details of the month’s movie are included in the Sunday notices.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Used Stamps are Useful!

With the Christmas season upon us, please remember to save any
used postage stamps from cards, letters and parcels!
We deliver our collections of used stamps to Presbyterian Support.
The stamps are then sold to philatelists, and the revenue is used
for PCANZ Global Mission outreach, as featured in SPANZ.
Cut the stamps from envelopes and packages, leaving a 1 cm
margin of paper around the stamps. Bring them to church, and put
them in the box in the foyer. Thank you!

Vetia Sheat

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Calendar for the early part of February 2019
The calendar for December 2018 and January 2019 is on the back page.

3 February ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship with Holy Communion. Rev
Margaret Garland
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee, Minister’s Study

7 February ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month.
Zechariah 129 Signal Hill Road

10 February ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

15 February ~ Friday March Opoho Signal deadline

17 February ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

20 February ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm to 8 pm: Psalm writing with BYO
takeaways.

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent
sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two
most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and
an on-line version of the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to
Facebook to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
Copies of the Parish Directory, with contact details of parishioners,
are available on the back pew in the church.
This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this
way. If you are not already on the email list, and would like to be,
please send an email either to Andrea
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz or to Margaret
marg.garland@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lectionary readings, December 2018 and January 2019
in Year C, the Year of Luke

Sunday 2 December - 1st Sunday in Advent
Jer 33: 14-16 Ps 25: 1-10 1 Thes 3: 9-13 Lk 21: 25-36

Sunday 9 December - 2nd Sunday in Advent
Bar 5: 1-9 or Mal
3: 1-4

Lk 1: 68-79 Phil 1: 3-11 Lk 3: 1-6

Sunday 16th December - 3rd Sunday in Advent
Zeph 3: 14-20 Is 12: 2-6 Phil 4: 4-7 Lk 3: 7-18

Sunday 23rd December - 4th Sunday in Advent
Mic 5: 2-5a Ps 80: 1-7 Heb 10: 5-10 Lk 1: 39-45,

(46-55)
Monday 24th December - Christmas Eve
Is 9: 2-7 Ps 96 Titus 2: 11-14 Lk 2: 1-14,

(15-20)

Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Dawn
Is 62: 6-12 Ps 97 Titus 3: 4-7 Lk 2: (1-7),

8-20

Tuesday 25th December - Christmas Day
Is 52: 7-10 Ps 98 Heb 1: 1-4, (5-12) Jn 1: 1-14
Sunday 30th December - 1st Sunday after Christmas

1 Sam 2: 18-20,
26

Ps 148 Col 3: 12-17 Lk 2: 41-52

Sunday 6th January - Epiphany
Is 60: 1-6 Ps 72: 1-7, 10-14 Eph 3: 1-12 Mt 2: 1-12

Sunday 13th January - 1st Sunday after the Epiphany

Is 43: 1-7 Ps 29 Acts 8: 14-17 Lk 3: 15-17,
21-22

Sunday 20th January - 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Is 62: 1-5 Ps 36: 5-10 1 Cor 12: 1-11 Jn 2: 1-11

Sunday 27th January - 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Neh 8: 1-3,
5-6, 8-10

Ps 19 1 Cor 12: 12-31a Lk 4: 14-21

Sunday 3rd February - 4th Sunday after the Epiphany

Jer 1: 4-10 Ps 71: 1-6 1 Cor 13: 1-13 Lk 4: 21-30



24

Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in
December 2018 and January 2019

2 December ~ Sunday 10 am: Quarterly Communion. Rev Margaret
Garland. Advent 1: Hope
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee, Minister’s Study

5.00 pm: Children’s Christmas Church Service
and tea

6 December ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Haggai 129
Signal Hill Road

9 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland.
Advent 2: Peace

13 December ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council meeting with dessert.
39 Grandview Crec

16 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Family Service. Rev Margaret
Garland. Advent 3: Joy

23 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Nine Lessons and Carols with Opoho
Choir. Rev Margaret Garland. Advent 4: Love

30 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Abby Smith

6 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship with Holy Communion.
Presbytery Moderator Rev Andrew Scott

13 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
15 January ~ Tuesday February Opoho Signal deadline
20 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

28 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
11.30 am: Shared lunch in the hall

The calendar for the early part of February 2019 is on P. 22

24 December ~ Monday 11.30 pm: Christmas Eve Service by
Candlelight. Rev Margaret Garland

5 December ~
Wednesday

8 pm: Property and Finance meeting

25 December ~
Tuesday

10 am: Christmas Day Service. Rev Margaret
Garland
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Opoho Signal

December 2018 - January 2019

via email


