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October Editorial

What’s good about the Good News?

Several months ago Tui Bevin asked me to write the editorial for the October
issue of the Opoho signal. I agreed. Andrea Johnston reminded me at church
on Sunday morning [18th Sep] that my article was due on the following
Tuesday. Here goes….

Has anybody ever asked themselves, as I have, what’s good about the Good
News? Christians are supposed to believe in it, to be inspired by it, and to offer
it to the world. But what is it exactly? Perhaps those of us who have been
battered and bruised by life find this question more pressing, and the answer
harder to hang on to, than others. The great American philosopher William
James famously contrasted the once-born—even-keeled people happy
enough with themselves and the world as they find it—with the twice-born—
restless souls who see the world as out of joint, not what it should be. James
described the latter as ‘sick souls’. He identified with them, having experienced
serious depression as a young man. He also considered the twice-born more
interesting, though often more difficult to live with. Which kind of person do you
identify with?

Some of us have been part of the church Bible study. In recent months we’ve
been going through some of the most violent, bloody and difficult Old
Testament stories. When the text says that God was furious with King Saul for
failing to kill all the Amalekites’ animals along with their men, women and
children (1 Samuel 15: 2-3, 11), for example, it’s hard to see good news in that.
I have come to have a certain sympathy with Richard Dawkins, who in The
God Delusion calls the God of the Old Testament ‘the most unpleasant
character in all of fiction.’ I have also come to understand why some early
church leaders, such as Marcion, wanted to dump the Old Testament with its
wrathful Creator in favour of the merciful Father of Jesus Christ of the New
Testament. As we’ve wrestled with Scripture, however, some understanding is
slowly dawning. I take inspiration from learning that Jewish rabbis and their
students have always wrestled with God, previous interpreters and one
another in the course of striving to understand tricky texts. I like that model and
find it useful. I’ve also found help and inspiration in contemporary Jewish
teachers such as Rabbi Jonathan Sacks. His 2015 book, Not in God’s Name:
Confronting Religious Violence, is helpful not only in understanding biblical
‘texts of terror’ but also in understanding those who do what he calls ‘altruistic
evil’ in God’s name. Secondly, wrestling with the Old Testament helps me
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understand better than I used to why early Christian teachers such as Origen
of Alexandria argued that ultra-literal readings of Scripture inspired many of the
most dangerous and misleading interpretations. I also understand better than
before why the early church decided it ought to interpret the whole Bible
through Christ. The problem with Marcion’s short sharp solution to the
Scripture problem, though, is that the Old Testament, as we Christians call it,
was the only Bible that Jesus and Paul knew. They respected and cited
Scripture repeatedly. The early church surely made the right decision to keep it.
That meant not cutting off Christianity from its Jewish roots.

I’ve come to love and find inspiring New Testament passages such as
Colossians 1:22:

‘But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death
to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from
accusation.’

Since I identify strongly with the twice-born, my default psychological setting is
to be highly conscious of my sins, faults, failings and inadequacies. That can
be really debilitating, not only for me but also for those close to me. To read
and meditate quietly on passages like this I find really helpful. I don’t need to
justify myself. That’s a heavy burden from which Christ in his kindness wants
to free me. The church ought to be a place where we can experience that kind
of freedom. I find it in the Opoho congregation. And that’s Good News.

John Stenhouse

A member of the Department of History at the University of Otago, John teaches courses in
New Zealand and European history, religious history, intellectual history, the history of
science and historiography. His current research focuses on the eugenics movement in
New Zealand and other British colonies, missionaries and science in the modern world, and
southern Presbyterian history. He is married to a lovely Chinese-Canadian, LaDonna Loo, a
talented pianist and amazing cook who teaches at the School of Dentistry. They have four
children: Natasha, at Otago Medical School; Amberleigh, who is planning to do speech
therapy; Sean, studying physiology at Otago; and Allegra, in Year 12 at Logan Park High
School. John likes fly-fishing, gardening, Clint Eastwood movies and most sports.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Parish Council News

With our Minister, Margaret, being away on study leave, we appreciate having
Graeme Munro and Abby Smith and others taking our Sunday morning
worship. Thank you to everyone who is helping out with services and other
duties in Margaret’s absence.
We will not be holding the usual fifth Sunday lunch this month, as we have
decided to postpone it a week until Sunday 6th November. Margaret and Mike
will be back from their travels by then and we can welcome them back over
lunch.
Judy Rodda was welcomed to Parish Council at our recent Annual Meeting. At
the same time Kirk Hamilton was farewelled as he has stepped down from
Parish Council after three years, however he will continue on the Pastoral Care
and Community Committee in the meantime.
A big thank you goes to Marian Weaver and Ross White for editing the Opoho
Signal for the last three years. It is a huge job and their contribution has been
very much appreciated. Andrea Johnston has taken over the editorship and we
wish her well in this important role.
Tertius Jacobs, who has been worshipping with us this year, is leaving us to
pursue his call within the Reformed Church. We have enjoyed getting to know
Tertius and wish him well.  He hopes to maintain his connection with Opoho
Church.
Now that the days are lengthening again, Soulspace is over for the year.
Shona Somerville and her helpers deserve a big thank you for providing this
unique, contemplative experience for us for another season.
Philip Somerville, Hamish Spencer, David Spencer, Abby Smith, Andrew Smith
and their helpers deserve a big thanks for the hugely successful local body
candidates’ meetings in September. The church was full on both nights. The
meetings even made it into the Otago Daily Times two days running (19 and
20 September), with two big photos each time. Opoho Church certainly does
its bit to encourage participatory democracy.
Thanks also to Jenny Bunce who is beavering away in the front church garden.
It is so lovely to see this garden being refreshed once more.
The minister’s office and Sunday School room (on the hall stage) are being
moved about and redecorated in the minister’s absence. It will be good for our
Sunday School and youth to have their own designated space once more.
The Rev John Franklin led a most interesting Study Group about Spiritual
Growth Ministries (http://www.sgm.org.nz) in August. Their website has links to
the online version of their twice yearly journal “Refresh”. The current editor is
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Diane Gilliam-Weeks who was a member of Opoho Church around the turn of
the new millennium.
As we do not have study group in the months when we have extra evening
events such as Wednesday Worship or the Environment Festival, the only
remaining Study Group for the year will be Peter Strang on “Wandering and
Wondering” at 7.30pm Wednesday 23 November.
The Environment Festival is well underway and the variety and quality of the
speakers is attracting people from the community. Thank you Abby Smith and
all who have helped organize, speak, decorate the church with the lovely art,
provide hospitality etc.
Congratulations to Alison and Will Mulder on becoming grandparents as their
daughter, Fiona has had a baby, Angus, in Wellington.

Tui Bevin and others

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Environment Festival

Thank you to everyone who has made the beginning of our Environment
Festival so successful! Especial thanks to Hamish Spencer, Murray Rixon, and
Philip Scadden (for giving talks), Bronwen Strang and her team (for supper
and managing the door), Philip Somerville (for signs and general support).
We hope you'll keep enjoying the rest of the programme, on Monday evenings,
7pm at Opoho Presbyterian Church.

Tea and Coffee follow the Environmental sessions.
Monday 3
October

Prof Abby Smith

Dept of Marine Science

University of Otago

Our Oceans, Our Future

Monday 10
October

Dr Ian Griffin
Otago Museum

Stars, Space and Light

While you’re visiting, check out the environment-themed artworks around the
church.

Abby Smith
Later in this edition of the Opoho Signal, you will find a report on the first two
events in the Environment Festival: ‘Conservation in the Community’ (Prof
Hamish Spencer) and ‘The Joys of Urban Bees’ (Murray Rixon).
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Parish News

Opoho People News
 At the latest meeting of the Opoho Fellowship, Mrs Trish Scott spoke

about her experiences as a teacher of special needs children. She
supplied meals at school for the children, one of whom (after two meals)
asked "Are we going to eat tomorrow?" That child had become used to
not having a meal every day. Young ones in South Auckland, who could
not study in the morning because they were hungry, were given
breakfast before school began. What a challenge to learning!

 Recently our Music Group line-up has been augmented by the addition
of a French Horn, played by none other than pianist/organist Mark Bevin,
who has added this instrument to his repertoire. The members of the
congregation are in awe of the skill and versatility demonstrated by Mark,
and all the members of the Music Group.

 What a treat for Rosalie Beyer, who on 26th September helped Shona
Somerville ring the church bell, to signal the arrival of the first albatross
of this spring (our cover picture this month). Did you see the article on
the front page of the 27 September ODT?
https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/ringing-reception-albatross

News from our neighbourhood
 The Election Forum, held at Opoho Church over two nights, to cater for

the number of candidates this year, has again proved a tremendous
success. Many thanks to Philip Somerville for his inspired chairing of the
meetings.

 It has been wonderful to see folk from near and far (including some from
as far as Oamaru!) attending different events in the Environment
Festival.

Wider News
 Presbyterian Support Otago (PSO) has an initiative under way at the

moment, Become a Guardian Angel. The aim is to encourage folk to
donate regularly in support of the Family Works services of PSO. The
PSO website is psotago.org.nz.

 Abbeyfield Dunedin “flatting for seniors” is currently fundraising to make
Abbeyfield affordable for everyone, with a goal of raising $100,000 by
Christmas 2016.

 Information about these projects is on the Morrison Lounge Noticeboard.

Laurie Williams and Others
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Property and Finance Update

A smiling treasurer at the Annual Meeting in August? It was true. We had set
an ambitious budget for the 2015-16 year, part of the 3 year plan to see if the
parish can reach viability financially, and yet again we came within a whisker.
Well done and thank you to the new givers and those who reviewed their
giving. You made it possible.
So what happens next? We increase the expectation again, not out of malice
or accountancy hypomania, but a continued commitment to the goal: $66,000
last year (we achieved $64,440) and this year, $72,000. Let’s see how we go.
We have chosen to not stand still (let alone go backwards) and once the
basics are covered we can start to consider more exciting projects.
We would like to acknowledge the anonymous donor who paid for the new
noticeboard. Doesn’t it look great! Property and Finance Committee has
discussed how some people might like to support defined projects and that we
should offer the congregation the opportunity to do this, by letting the Parish
know what we are working on.
While the minister is away we are refurbishing the office and Sunday School
area. For this we need:
 Sun filter blinds for the large office window
 Curtains for the large office window
 A Roman blind for the office side of the window between the rooms
 Curtains for the door and window of the Sunday School room.

Is there anyone who would consider a one-off donation to cover one of the
above items? Or is there anyone who would like to sew the curtains?
If you are interested in more details regarding this, please contact Andrea
Johnston, 473 9473 or email: andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz

Mark Bevin

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent sermons,
downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two most recent
Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and an on-line version of
the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to Facebook
to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
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Two perspectives on the 2016 Opoho Candidates’ Forums

This year’s local body elections are the first since we shifted to Dunedin so we
might just be forgiven for not knowing the Mayor and all the sitting councillors
very well; however we may not be alone in this! So for me being new to the city
is one problem but an even greater problem is the sheer number of candidates
offering themselves for election: eleven for the position of Mayor and forty
three for the Council. How do you get to know so many people quickly in order
to make an informed vote for the best? I cannot think of a better option than
that offered by the Opoho Church in hosting the two Candidates’ Forums.
I have been given to understand that this ministry to the city of Dunedin has
gone on for something like thirty years, for the last 18 years chaired in
inspirational fashion by Philip Somerville.
As I write my impressions I recall that when asked what was the greatest of
God’s commandments, Jesus replied (in summary form) that we should love
God but then he added a second. We should love our neighbour as ourselves.
I think that hosting and running the Candidates’ Forums is a very significant
ministry to our neighbours in our present context. It is significant for three
reasons in particular: the sheer number of candidates offering themselves, the
complexity and even urgency of the roles those who will be elected will have to
play and all this in an environment of growing challenge AND political
disillusionment (one person I have spoken to has said they will not be voting).
Opoho Church through Philip and his team have done something significant to
help those who attended to engage with the elections for the greater good of
the Dunedin community.
Philip and his supporting team are to be highly commended for the skill and
discernment they have given expression to over the two forums. Skill and
discernment that was clearly expressed in the light hearted control of the
meetings by Philip with such terrible jokes. Just the ticket! The two-minute-
speaking-time signalled by ringing bells and stag roaring kept things moving
along but also I think gave us enough to begin to get a sense of the person of
each candidate. The new initiative that Philip added to the format of the forums
in the form of multiples-choice-questions furnished ahead of time to the
candidates was very effective.
Do I now know all these people well enough to vote with integrity? I think so…
just.

David Vaughan
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In our democracy, every vote counts equally. But is each one of these votes
equally informed? Surely we have a duty to ensure that we cast our votes to
reflect our understanding of the issues facing our council and the ways the
various candidates might approach these matters. Casting an informed vote is
a real challenge, however. The abolition of wards for this election has led to a
list of over 40 people standing for the 14 councillor seats. The risk is that name
recognition substitutes for genuine knowledge about the candidates and their
policies.
The two DCC Candidates’ Forum evenings organized by Opoho Church
recently were a great way to solve this problem. Almost every candidate turned
up: they all know that the Opoho meetings are the best attended in the city and
a real opportunity to influence voters. They all had a chance to sell themselves
and their ideas, and they all had the hard questions asked by our wise-
cracking chair, the incomparable Philip Somerville.
The candidates were full of ideas and promises about what they wanted to
achieve, which was good: vision is important. But I have to say I was surprised
that so few talked about how these dreams could be made real. After all, each
councillor has just one vote, so the ability to build coalitions in support of
particular ideas must surely be almost as important as the ideas themselves.
I was also less than impressed at a number of candidates who refused to
answer some of Philip’s questions, most notably about who they thought the
best mayoral candidate was and their national political leanings. They are
asking us to trust them to look after our city for the next three years and it
seems to me that knowing their views about these matters would tell me
something pretty important about how they might handle that trust.
But am I now informed? You betcha!

Hamish Spencer
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

General Assembly in Dunedin
The General Assembly of the PCANZ takes place in the St David’s Lecture
Theatre at Otago University, from Tuesday 15th to Saturday 19th November
2016.
Volunteers are needed – ushers, guides, administrators and drivers. Further
details and forms are available in the Morrison Lounge.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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This wall hanging was created in

2009, by the children of Opoho

Church.

It hangs at the front of the church,

reminding us constantly of the need

to do as the children say:

Protect the Earth!

Reflections on the Opoho Environment Festival thus far

The first talk from Hamish Spencer begins with the throw-away line ‘can our
community restore the degraded environment?’ The first answer is ‘how far
back do you want to go? Before European colonisation, or before Maori in New
Zealand?’ This talk was about scientists lending a hand to a school on Tolaga
Bay, and to the local iwi. It’s about teaching and listening. Community can
learn how they do science to restore and enhance where they live. Scientists
can be introduced to how different communities around New Zealand live in
their place. It’s inspiring, hopeful stuff.
Murray Rixon of Rixon Honey on Tirohanga Road from the Taieri gave the
second talk to a smaller crowd a week later. As he was talking about bee
keeping in an urban setting it looked like some of the audience came to see
how they could pick up bee keeping themselves. Murray Rixon likes his bees
and likes talking about them. Bees like being in an urban setting. They live off
honey, and our gardens provide them with food keeping them active later into
winter months than would have happened in a country seasonal setting. A nice
clover honey was available on sale that evening which households around
Opoho are enjoying.

Andrew Smith
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The Week of Prayer for
World Peace was a
Christian initiative,
founded in 1974, that
soon became an inter-
faith activity. Religious
communities
everywhere celebrate
the Week both in their
observances and
together with people of
different faiths.

The leaflet is included
with the printed copies
of this edition of the
Opoho Signal. More
copies of the leaflet are
available at the back of
the church.

Also included is a notice
of a gathering in
Dunedin on Monday
10th October, 7.30pm
to 8.30pm

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Movie Group
At movie group in September we watched "Tuesdays with Morrie". This was an
on-the-spot substitute - the movie originally chosen wouldn’t play, and Shona
saw “Tuesdays with Morrie” sitting on the shelf. I didn't know it had been made
into a film, and for a film adaptation of a book (and especially an American
adaptation!) it was remarkably successful I thought. I enjoyed it.

Tui Bevin

The next movie group meeting is on Thursday 13 October, 7 pm at Shona and
Philip Somerville’s, 39 Grandview Crescent. Details of the month’s movie will
be included in the Sunday notices, closer to the time. Contact Shona for
information, phone 473-8862 or email shonahsomerville@gmail.com.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Springtime God

Springtime God,
thank you for giving us one another
and this holy place where we find you.

We thank you for the newness
of this season
and all its hopes,
spreading before us
like a carpet of flowers.

Let us live in the freshness
of a new season
with new life,
new love
and new work.
Let your springtime
touch our hearts and souls,
so that everything we think, do and say
spreads your ancient beauty ever new.
Let our sad and tired hearts
look ahead with new hope.

Amen

Trisha Watts & Gabrielle Lord
In Sanctuary Where Heaven touches Earth. Northstone 2005
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Lectionary Readings for Year C: October 2016

October 2 Pentecost 20 59C

Lam 1: 1-6 Ps 37: 1-9 or
Ps 137

2 Tim 1: 1-14 Luke 17: 5-10

October 9 Pentecost 21 60C

Jer 29: 1, 4-7 Ps 66: 1-12 2 Tim 2: 8-15 Luke 17: 11-19

October 16 Pentecost 22 61C

Jer 31: 27-34 Ps 119: 97-104 2 Tim 3: 14-4:5 Luke 18: 1-8

October 23 Pentecost 23 62C

Joel 2: 23-32 Ps 65 2 Tim 4: 6-8,
16-18

Luke 18: 9-14

October 30 Pentecost 24 64C

Hab 1: 1-4, 2: 1-4 Ps 119: 137-144 2 Thes 1: 1-4,
11-12

Luke 19: 1-10

November 1 All Saints Day 63C

Dan 7: 1-3, 15-18 Ps 149 Eph 1: 11-23 Luke 6: 20-31

November 6 Pentecost 25 65C

Haggai 1: 15b-2:9 Ps 145: 1-5, 17-21
or Ps 98

2 Thes 2: 1-5,
13-17

Luke 20: 27-38
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Opportunities for Ministry: October/ November 2016

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers Music Flowers Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning

2 Oct

Bronwen
Strang
Marian
Weaver

Ned Spencer
John

Stenhouse

Shona &
Philip

Somerville

David
Murray

Judy
Rodda

Michael
Ovens Mulders

9 Oct Tui Bevin
Kirsten Beyer

Shona &
Philip

Somerville

Laurie
Williams

Andrew
Smith

Mark
Bevin

Judy
Rodda

Michael
Ovens Mulders

16
Oct

Jane Bloore
Jenny Bunce

Tui Bevin
Hamish
Spencer

Marian
Weaver Tui Bevin Gaynor

Haig Marion Rae
Shona &

Philip
Somerville

Jane
Bloore

23
Oct

Christine
Cleugh

Tony Parry

Jane Bloore
Matthew

Ogle

Maurice
Andrew

Gregor
Macaulay

David
Murray Marion Rae

Shona &
Philip

Somerville

Jane
Bloore

30
Oct

Rodda /
Hamilton

Michael
Ovens
Andrew
Smith

Tui Bevin Marian
Weaver

Music
Group

Shona
Somerville

Christine
Cleugh

Jenny
Bunce

6
Nov

Alaina
O’Byrne

Fiona Stirling

Marian
Weaver
Gregor

Macaulay

Jane
Bloore

Mark
Bevin

Shona
Somerville

Christine
Cleugh

Jenny
Bunce

13
Nov Cloughleys Brian & Kate

Cunningham
Jenny
Bunce

Abby
Smith

David
Murray

Fiona
Stirling

Gregor
Macaulay Mulders

Above are the rosters for October and early November 2016.
Will you be available during December and January? If you have not done so
already, please let me know, by Sunday 23 October, whether or not you are
available during December 2016 and January 2017, with relevant dates.
This will enable me to schedule folk who do expect to be around during that
time.
Update (/creation) of 'Things to Note' about hall and church cleaning,
morning tea and door duty.
I am in the process of assembling/ updating these notes, and final copies will
be laminated and displayed in the church and the kitchen.
If you have any questions you would like to see answered, or any comments
(/instructions!) that you would like to see included, please let me know by
Sunday 16 October.
Ph: 473-9473, Mobile 021-516-275, Email: andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz

Andrea Johnston
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Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church

2 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship for World Communion Sunday.
Rev Graeme Munro
11.30 am: Pastoral Care Committee in the church

3 October ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival –
Our Oceans, Our Future. Prof Abby Smith

6 October ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion - Ezra
at 129 Signal Hill Road

9 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Abby Smith

9 – 16 October Week of Prayer for World Peace

10 October ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival –
Stars, Space and Light. Dr Ian Griffin

13 October  ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Night. 39 Grandview Cres. Details of the
month’s movie will be advertised closer to the time.

16 October ~ Sunday 8.30am Pastoral Carers’ breakfast, Morrison Lounge
10 am: worship. Rev Graeme Munro

20 October ~ Tuesday Deadline for the November “Opoho Signal”

23 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Alan Judge

26 October ~ Wednesday 2 pm: Fellowship Group in the Morrison Lounge
Judy Rodda “My Twelve Year PhD Journey”

30 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Peter Wishart and Music Group

3 November ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion
Nehemiah at 129 Signal Hill Road

6 November ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion.
Rev Graeme Munro
11.30 am: Parish Shared lunch in the hall

10 November ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group. Details closer to the time.

13 November ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Margaret Garland

Please send all materials for the November 2016 Opoho Signal to:
Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010; ph 473 8473, mobile
021-516-275 email: andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz on or before Thursday 20th

October.
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News from our travelling Minister

Many folk will have seen emails from Margaret, passed on by Philip. Some
highlights:
Margaret and Mike are about to depart the Highlands of Scotland for Ireland,
having travelled via Singapore, Manchester, Edinburgh, and the Outer
Hebridean Island of Lewis.
At Manchester Cathedral (after an hour-and-a-half-long service…), they met
the Cathedral archivist, which led to Mike holding the marriage register book
for 1853, and seeing the Garlands’ entry.
Margaret met and chatted with the man in charge of the Cathedral music –
who mentioned his Dunedin connection – he knew Rev. Peter Matheson from
his time in Edinburgh.
The archivist recommended a visit to the Chetham School of Music and
Medieval Library – which saw both Margaret and Mike in the seventh heaven!
While staying in Braemar they attended two services on the Sunday. At the
second service at Crathie church, they found themselves in right royal
company, with the Queen, Prince Philip, Prince Charles and Camilla, Prince
Harry and Princess Eugenie.
On the Isle of Lewis, virtually all of the Sunday worship service at the Back
church was in Gaelic and Margaret says that hearing the Gaelic Psalm singing
was intensely moving. On 3 October, Margaret preaches at Kilsyth, where
Christine Cleugh is from, on the theme ‘How will I sing the Lord’s song in a
new land?’
Some holiday time has included visits to Pitlochry and Rannoch, and a
wonderful night of local music in Aberfeldy.

Manchester Cathedral St Moluag’s Church at the Butt of
Ness on Lewis – 12th century


