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December 2017 - January 2018
Minister: Rev Margaret Garland

phone: 03 974 6199 - cell phone 027 757 2367
Parish Clerk: Tui Bevin phone: 03 473 8677

Worship Services at Opoho:
Every Sunday at 10 am

11.30 pm Sunday 24 December:
Candlelit Christmas Eve Service

10 am Monday 25 December:
Worship for Christmas Day

Other services are listed in the Calendar on the back cover.

50 Signal Hill Road, Opoho, Dunedin 9010

email: marg.garland@gmail.com

website: www.opohochurch.org
Facebook: Opoho Presbyterian Church

He hōnore, he korōria, maungārongo
ki te whenua.

Whakaaro pai e, ki ngā tangata katoa

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace and goodwill toward people.

Luke 2: 1-4

Opoho Signal
Newsletter of the Opoho Presbyterian Church
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Editorial
At our recent Parish Council retreat we explored the always pertinent
question of how we continue ministry in this place of Opoho in the
years to come. We can articulate the ‘why’ very well but when it
comes to the ‘how’ it is almost as if the brain cells scatter into a loose
shape of a never ending circle. We get distracted by detail (because
detail is terra firma?), we get lost in possible scenarios and
overwhelmed by the unholy trinity - named in the language of today
‘The Way Forward’ - of purpose v resourcing v commitment.
And this is in the midst of the good news of the church buildings’ new
A rating – in a perverse way it would have been easier to be told the
church buildings were needing all our energy and resourcing to fix –
a clear ‘way forward’. But it is not so – we have to continue
discerning God’s future for us as a community of faith without that
distraction.
This coming year will be a time for both reflection and action – a tried
and trusted path of discernment of what the Spirit is saying to the
church and our response to it, both as the faith community and as
individuals within it. And our response? Some of us are feeling tired,
most are keen to pursue exciting new ways of engaging but
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stretched for time to give, others are willing but not sure how they can
help or if indeed they have the energy to be that involved.
I have been very aware of falling into a trap of over-commitment these
last two years. As ministers we are expected to serve in the wider
church while ministering in a parish – and that is as it should be. But
my involvement on national and regional church bodies has taken on
a life of its own – to the point where I believe my energy for parish
ministry has been depleted. I have the balance wrong and need to
make it right – and so I am resigning from the most time-consuming of
the wider church workgroups, the Ministry Workgroup, as of early next
year. Hindsight and a time of leave allowed me to see this clearly –
something that was not happening as I ran from meeting to meeting
and phone call to email.
It is a bit of a modern phenomenon to try to fit too much into our days,
to feel we should be able to cope with more than is good for us. But it
is also a trap to think that if we say yes to one thing we are opening
the flood gates of involvement. It takes discernment, space to step
back, to see where we could be more involved and where we are
overdoing it. The truth is that, for us to be the presence and purpose
of God in Opoho, we all need to be an active part of the church family
– in prayer, in teaching and learning, in actions and in listening, in



4

nurturing, supporting and providing for each other and the wider
community. Within our need to take care of self as well as each other
and to be anchored in the love of God, how do we best offer our life
of Christian action into our church and our community? What can you
see that could be new or different and where can you affirm the work
you already do? Don’t leave
this to Parish Council as we
grapple with the future of
ministry in Opoho – be
involved, pray about our
directions, initiate discussion
and ponder the impossible –
for we know the power of the
Spirit to take us to places we
have not been before.
And so over this Christmas
break I would encourage all of
us to take some time of
reflection into how it is that we want to continue to be the presence of
Christ in this place, of how we can share the good news of the gospel
and how we can encourage, support and nurture each other in the life
and mission of the Opoho Church.
Every blessing for a peaceful and joyous Christmas season – as we
follow the impossible story of the baby born to bring hope to the
world.

Margaret Garland

“…	be	involved,	pray	about	

our	directions,	initiate	

discussion	and	ponder	the	

impossible...”	

Margaret has been the minister of Opoho Church for the last 6 years and, prior to
training, was a District Librarian in the Hurunui where she and husband Mike raised
their two girls. A short stint at National Library as manager for a national technology
project immediately preceded coming to Dunedin for ministry training. Margaret was
born in Balclutha and has deep roots in the Catlins, namely Hinahina across the water
from Pounawea. That is her place of belonging, her turangawaewae.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Parish Council Report
We are delighted to be inducting Mary Somerville into eldership at
Opoho Church on 3 December. We hope you can join us for this
special occasion.
Parish Council wishes Vetia Sheat well for her recent significant
birthday.
We are sad to farewell Colin, Alaina, Cole and Arthur O’Byrne as
they move back to Canada early in December. We have enjoyed
how they have participated so fully in parish life in their time with us.
Our thoughts and prayers go with them.
One or two people are needed to do door duty at 10 am worship on
Christmas Day. If you know you are able to do this, can you
please let Margaret know.
A big thank you to the 16 adults and Cole and Arthur who came to
the working bee. A huge amount was achieved on the day and in the
week that followed. There is still work to be done inside and out so if
you have a little spare time it would be appreciated. If you would like
to tackle something but are unsure what needs doing, ask Mark
Bevin or others on the Property and Finance Committee.
Parish Council also sent a big thanks to Sims and Blue painters who
loaned us scaffolding free of charge to enable work to be done safely
on the ceilings in the church.
One of the shortest-lived work groups of Opoho Church must be the
Earthquake Group. They were charged with guiding us towards
earthquake compliant buildings, and because of our recent
assessment of our buildings at being 85% of new building standard,
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they only needed to meet once, and so were thanked and
discharged at the recent Parish Council meeting. Thank you to
Margaret Garland, David Murray, Mark Bevin, Michael Ovens, Judy
Rodda and Alan Cloughley.
Parish Council held its annual retreat at the end of October. We had
a most productive day and look forward to continuing to explore and
discuss the issues raised, next year. Please do read Judy’s report
of the day, on Page 7 in this Opoho Signal.
While we are only about to start Advent, we also want to let you
know of two important dates for early next year. We are delighted to
be returning to Fiona and Henrik’s place at Tumai for the parish
picnic on Saturday 10 February, and Sunday School recommences
on Sunday 11 February.
First Church has recently established a grass labyrinth. They used
Shona Somerville’s labyrinth (that was laid out in the hall at
Soulspace) as their pattern and they were grateful for the help.
We were delighted to read in the ODT that Jean Balchin has been
awarded a Rhodes Scholarship, which will enable her to study at
Oxford University. Jean attended Opoho Church while her father,
David Balchin, studied at Knox Theological Hall. We wish her well.
The Rev Dr Tokerau Joseph will finish at First Church on Christmas
Day, and will be inducted into the Mairangi Bay and Castor Bay
parish, Northern Presbytery, on Thursday 1 February.
The Dunedin North Pacific Island Church at 162 North Road is our
closest Presbyterian neighbour. Tengaru Paniora was inducted into
a six month stated supply position there at the end of November.
The Synod Executive and the Southern Presbytery Council have
reported on their exploration and consultation with parishes about
the possibility of forming a single regional body incorporating both
the Synod and Presbytery functions. They conclude at this point that
the combined Synod-Presbytery group will continue their work and
continue facilitating dialogue throughout Presbytery and Synod, and
will explore possible models. They also noted that both groups are
committed to, in the meantime, doing more to work collaboratively,
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Parish Council Retreat, 28 October 2017

And there was great rejoicing!:
Nehemiah 8:17

One of the main purposes of our retreat was to have been discussing
how we would be able to move forward as a congregation after
consultation with engineers, and receiving their reports. As we know,
our initial earthquake rating was not full of hope. However, our light
on the hill, when tested, showed internal fortitude unbeknownst to us,
and we are now rated as safe a place to be as could be hoped for –
Hallejuah and AMEN (ok, maybe a little too much enthusiasm for
most of us tried and true Presbyterians!) This is indeed a momentous
point in our life as a church! Thanks go out to Michael Ovens for
sharing his time with the Parish Council and helping us to see just
how incredibly awesome the detailed results from the Hadley and
Robinson Report were. Our questions for our retreat, therefore,
changed, and we were able to enjoy enthusiastic and heartfelt
discussions across a much broader spectrum than merely - do we
have enough money to fix these problems – not an issue!

to reduce duplication and to ensure better outcomes for Southern
Presbyterians.
Opoho has various links with the wider church: Andrew Smith is our
Southern Presbytery representative and is on Presbytery Council,
Mary Somerville and I have just joined the Dunedin North Otago
Resource Group Planning Group, Graeme Munro is Interim
Moderator for Coastal Unity, and Margaret Garland is currently
convener of the Presbytery’s Ministry Workgroup and involved in
other work groups in the wider church.
Advent, Christmas and thus the New Year are coming up fast. I trust
you can make some time to think about the Advent journey once
again, and that you have a happy Christmas and New Year.

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Our devotions drew on thoughts from Dorothy McRae-Mahon and
John O’Donohue, and gave us an inroad into our work for the day,
encouraging us to ask “this is what God is doing, how can we be a
part of it?”, and to reflect that everyday work is service and an act of
prayer.
Margaret offered some thoughts and observations on the church
today:
 The Presbyterian Church in its present format is nonsustainable.

There are not enough ministers to go around, and a number of
churches do not have the resources to pay any form of stipend.

 The way we do ‘church’ now is not ‘wrong’, but maybe it is time
to think of other possibilities as well.

 How do we best make use of our resources? Does centralised
mission funding tend to favour larger churches?

 What is ‘church’? We discussed that it is not just the physical
plant, the buildings with a particular history, but more so the
communities where the unique, mandated unconditional love
and grace of Jesus Christ is offered to all (not just to the worthy).

 How do we enact ‘church’ in the community? Do our Opoho
buildings fulfil God’s purpose or do we need something else /
somewhere else? What captures our minds? What causes
exclusions?

We discussed the things we ‘do’ that make being Christian unique,
and what are our Christian commonalities with other faiths, cultures or
societies.
The future of our ministry in Opoho will change over the next 5-10
years. Do we have a sustainable plan for our people and our plant?
There are church communities who meet in rented spaces or homes,
and not necessarily on Sundays. Other buildings are more heavily
focussed on community use, but with a sacred space (ie chapel).
Our fantastic engineering report on our sanctuary and hall now allows
us to offer safe buildings to our wider community.
In the afternoon we were invited to answer three questions, which
would go into a WORD CLOUD construction. The results gave us a
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great deal of hope for the future, and will be shared with the
congregation and community in the New Year.
We each answered three questions as the basis for words for the
word clouds:
1. What do we value in our personal faith?
2. What do we value in our faith community at Opoho?
3. What do we see in the future for Opoho Church?
We were all encouraged (and surprised) at the high number of words
that crossed over between the answers for each question.
We followed the word cloud exercise by expanding on three salient
points from the morning’s discussion. We saw the role of church as a
place of:
1. Spiritual nourishment; a place to give and share
2. Community; for individuals, families, all of humanity
3. Support; for supporting people and activities, and contributing to

society.
There was a wide-ranging discussion on how we live into these three
roles. This was difficult in many ways because we tried to formulate a
vision about the wider, bigger picture we have for Opoho, but we kept
getting bogged down in detail.
In the end we came up with three futuristic ideologies for ways Opoho
Church might interact with its community and farther abroad in
Dunedin, and be able to meet the needs of:
1. Leadership and ministry within our congregation – specifically

looking at sustainability, vitality, using wise and clever choices,
spreading our talents and keeping our teaching roles alive.

2. The known and perceived community of Opoho Church – does
our church look ‘lived in’ and used on more than Sunday
mornings? How can we best use the buildings, gardens,
facilities to be more engaged as part of Opoho?
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News from the Parish, and from the Wider Church
 Safe travels to those travelling in New Zealand and overseas

over the summer. We keep you in our prayers, and look
forward to your safe return, when the time is right!

 We extend warmest congratulations to:
Jean Balchin, who has been awarded a Rhodes
Scholarship, to study at Oxford University;

John McEwan FRSNZ, Margaret Garland’s brother-in-law,
who was recently awarded the AgResearch Individual/Lifetime
Award. The citation described him as “… a major force behind
many initiatives aimed at improving the gentic merit of
livestock, particularly sheep, and other species in New
Zealand, Australia and globally.”

Professor Paul Trebilco, who was recently named as a
Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand.

 Many thanks to Vetia Sheat and her family, who hosted a
wonderful celebration of Vetia’s significant birthday recently.

 A message from Abby Smith: It's JAM season! That means
that anybody with extra fruit (even inedible ones) could feed
my hobby and The Hungry by donating a bagful. The deal is
that if you give me fruit, I give you a jar or two of jam. Doesn't
have to be the same flavour as you donated. I'm especially
looking to make jams and jellies you can't buy: quince,
crabapple, gooseberry. Also love hard-as-a-rock windfall
apples and pears. Got fruit? Think of me!

3. Other faith communities looking for a home – we do have a
flexible, and safe space to offer others, but our facilities could
be improved upon.

We closed with sharing in Holy Communion.
We felt very blessed to have received such a great building report
and to have had such a stimulating day of discussion. Amen.

Judy Rodda

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Property and Finance Report
We had very good news from the detailed engineering assessment
of the earthquake resilience of the buildings, and the “A” signs have
displaced the “C” rating signs, which displaced the initially assessed
“D” rating signs. While the Parish Council and congregation grapple
with the reality of being able to continue an active presence in
Opoho, the pressure comes back on the Property and Finance
Committee to manage the buildings and financial situation to enable
our mission.
This brings up the topic of “Stewardship”.
On 5th November, Margaret, the minister, preached a very timely
sermon that touched on the many facets of stewardship, calling for
the committed contributions of time, talents, and money.
On the finances side, our offerings are running under budget and
after 3 months of the financial year were $900 short of what we
achieved at the same time last year. This is concerning. The overall
income has been boosted by reimbursement from Presbytery to ...

 A message from Alaina, Colin, Cole and Arthur: We’re sure
many of you already know that we are moving back to Canada
on 10 December. It's an exciting, stressful and sad time.
Exciting to start a new chapter; stressful thinking of all the
things that need to be done; sad to leave some good friends.
We have felt blessed to have found such a wonderful
community here at Opoho Church. Thank you for your warm
welcome. If you do happen to travel to Vancouver or through
the Vancouver area, please send us an email, we'd love to
catch up and maybe show you some of our favourite spots.
God Bless, Alaina, Colin, Cole and Arthur
acobyrne@gmail.com

from our Correspondents
Please do pass on to Andrea Johnston any news and snippets you come
across, for inclusion in Parish News. Andrea’s contact details are on Page
21.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Continued on P. 14
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers

3-December Judy Rodda
Jane Bloore

Daniel Larsen
John Somerville Jane Bloore — David Murray

10-December Tui Bevin
Kirsten Beyer Cunninghams

Shona &
Philip

Somerville
— Mark Bevin

17-December Shona & Philip
Somerville

Gregor Macaulay
Matthew Ogle

John
Stenhouse — Mark Bevin

24-December Christine Cleugh
Bronwen Strang

John Stenhouse
Andrew Smith

Maurice
Andrew — Mark Bevin

24-December
11.30pm — Tui Bevin — — Mark Bevin

25-December
Christmas Day — Mike Garland — David Murray

31-December Cunninghams Jane Bloore
Michael Ovens Daniel Larsen — Gaynor Haig

7-January
Tony Parry

Jenny
Roxborogh

Mike Garland
John Somerville

Gregor
Macaulay — David Murray

14-January Smith /
Spencers Cunninghams Jenny

Roxborogh — Mark Bevin

21-January Christine Cleugh
Judy Rodda

Jane Bloore
John Stenhouse

Andrea
Johnston — Gaynor Haig

28-January Tui Bevin
Jane Bloore Smith / Spencers Hamish

Spencer — Music Group

4-February Cunninghams Shona & Philip
Somerville Gaynor Haig — David Murray
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Opportunities   for   Service

Music Flowers Sunday
School

Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning

David Murray Fiona Stirling
Activities at

back of church
Michael Ovens Judy Rodda

Mark Bevin Fiona Stirling
Activities at

back of church
Shona & Philip

Somerville Jenny Bunce

Mark Bevin Marion Rae
Activities at

back of church
Shona & Philip

Somerville Jenny Bunce

Mark Bevin Phyllis Sinclair
Activities at

back of church
Bronwen Strang Jane Bloore

Mark Bevin Phyllis Sinclair
Activities at

back of church
— —

David Murray Phyllis Sinclair
Activities at

back of church
— —

Gaynor Haig Jane Bloore
Activities at

back of church
Bronwen Strang Jane Bloore

David Murray Alison Mulder
Activities at

back of church
Gregor Macaulay Mulders

Mark Bevin Alison Mulder
Activities at

back of church
Gregor Macaulay Mulders

Gaynor Haig Shona
Somerville

Activities at
back of church

Andrew Smith Chris Young

Music Group Shona
Somerville

Activities at
back of church

Andrew Smith Chris Young

David Murray Judy Rodda
Activities at

back of church
Michael Ovens Judy Rodda
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account for the minister’s time on committee work. Thank you
Margaret. However the obvious challenge is that we all need to review
our giving and if possible adjust the regular amount.
On the maintenance side, the bi-annual working bees are not enough
to cover all the garden and ground titivation requirements. Attention
has now turned to the Signal Hill Rd frontage garden and Jenny
Bunce has indicated she is willing to start working on this. There is a
mixture of clearing, pruning and replanting needed and we would like
to put together a small group to help support her in this work. Please
talk to Jenny or to any of the committee.
Planned building maintenance includes long overdue painting of all
the exterior window joinery by Sims and Blue painters, scheduled for
February/March 2018. Recent maintenance completed includes
electrical certification of all the small electrical appliances, and the
safe re-securing of ceiling panels in the church, facilitated by Sims
and Blue’s generous loan of mobile scaffolding.
Thinking ahead to next year, we will be having a fair as usual but the
art exhibition will be taking a break. Thus we will be looking for an
alternative fund-raising activity to help balance the books, and ideas,
accompanied by willingness to be involved, will be welcome.
Thanks are extended to all those who help on the working bees,
maintain the Farquharson St gardens, mow the lawns, and tend to the
myriad of housekeeping and maintenance tasks that crop up. The
property and finance committee wishes all a pleasant and thoughtful
Christmas.

Mark Bevin
Property and Finance Committee

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Psalm on the Seismic Assessment
Praise God, there is jubilation in the air;
our church building is safe, we have nothing to fear!

What’s that we say – ‘sit back now and at rest’.
I don’t think so. Can we honestly say we are doing our best?
Christ calls us to life, to nourish and give.
To be a faith community in which Jesus lives.

It’s time to take stock, to search and explore
how we grow in our faith, how we open the door
for building relationship: God, neighbour, us:
for supporting each other, being kind without fuss.

Even more, you suggest!  There’s more you require?
Fit our building to purpose, spend some money, aim higher!
Spread wings, be a haven, revamp and build:
drop walls (of exclusion), chance breaking the mould
Conversation with ‘other’ is a path to pursue
Shared buildings, differing beliefs, God’s way has many hues

Christ is our light, the world is our neighbour
Demanding our focus and deserving our labour.
Our church is a beacon for life and for grace
A place and a people that live out our Lord’s peace.

Community serving, alive all the week
New ideas, being flexible, spiritual depth as we seek.
Let’s be brave and discerning, courageous and prayerful
Serving Jesus, loving God in the world we all care for.

What’s that you say? Every blessing and strength,
As we search out our future, whatever the lengths.
Give us trust and belief and a heart for your way
as we talk and discover and find purpose we pray.

Praise God! There is jubilation in the air.
We are held in Christ’s grace and we need have no fear.

Margaret Garland
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Advent and Christmas @ Opoho Church

Our Community Advent Service took place on Wednesday 22
November, with a nearly full church. You will find photos on
our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch.

Sunday 3
December

10 am: Advent 1: Make Hope my Story
with Holy Communion

Sunday 10
December

10 am: Advent 2: Make Peace my Story
- a Family Service

7 pm: Blue Christmas Service - a time to
acknowledge sadness

Sunday 17
December

10 am: Advent 3: Make Joy my Story
with the Opoho Choir

5 pm: Children’s Christmas Service
and meal

Sunday 24
December

10 am: Advent 4: Make Love my Story
Nine Lessons and Carols

11.30 pm: Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

Monday 25
December

10 am: Christmas Day
Welcome the Christ Child

Sunday 31
December

10 am: New Year’s Eve Worship

The theme for this year’s Christian World Service

Christmas Appeal is
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During January on Sunday mornings we will be offering
services based on reflections from the Iona Community in
Scotland. Founded in 1938 by the Rev George MacLeod, the
Iona Community is an ecumenical Christian group that values
care of creation, justice and sustainable living.

Sunday 7 January 10 am: Connections

Sunday 14 January 10 am: Responding to God

Sunday 21 January 10 am: Pilgrimage

Sunday 28 January 10 am: Peace: The healing of the
world

Followed by a shared meal.

January Services @ Opoho Church

During Advent, WCC invites the world to “A Light of Peace”: In
a global campaign, the World Council of Churches (WCC)
invites people across the globe to extend “A Light of Peace” for
the Korean Peninsula and for a world free from nuclear
weapons. Read more at http://www.oikoumene.org/en

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The Virgin Birth

We have within us a virgin place,

a holy space which belongs to God alone.

We know it by its hunger,

we name it by its need,

the space which will not be touched

by the people we love

or the things we gather

or the positions we hold.

We have within us a growing place,

an eternal space that exists for Truth,

where the love of God overcomes us,

where the life of God fills us,

the Emmanuel space where we conceive

and become pregnant of the Holy One

and day by day, give birth

to Christ in the world.

Joy Cowley
In Psalms Down-under, Pleroma Christian Supplies, 2004
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
After meeting now for 2½ years, the Bible Book of the Month study
group discussed Ezekiel in November. Mostly we knew little
beforehand about this book, apart from Ezekiel’s vision of the
valley of dry bones (Remember: Dem bones, dem bones, dem dry
bones … the toe bone’s connected to the foot bone …). Ezekiel
feels a significant milestone to our group as it means most of the
particularly big books are now behind us. Counting forwards it
looks like we’ll finish the Old Testament at the end of 2018!
If you aren’t sure what to read for your summer holiday reading,
you might like to read ahead on the books we will be looking at in
the new year!

7 December ~ Daniel
1 February ~ Hosea

1 March ~ Joel
5 April ~ Amos

We continue to meet on the first Thursday of the month at 129
Signal Hill Road and encourage you to join us. For more
information please ask Margaret, the minister, or John Stenhouse
at phone 473-8028 or john.stenhouse@otago.ac.nz

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Used Stamps are Useful!

With the Christmas season upon us, please remember to save any
used postage stamps from cards, letters and parcels!
We deliver our collections of used stamps to Presbyterian Support.
The stamps are then sold to philatelists, and the revenue is used
for PCANZ Global Mission outreach, as featured in SPANZ.
Cut the stamps from envelopes and packages, leaving a 1 cm
margin of paper around the stamps. Bring them to church, and put
them in the box in the foyer. Thank you!

Vetia Sheat

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Interfaith Matters
The next meeting is in the form of a social gathering / picnic at
Salmond College, Sunday 3 December at 2.30 pm.
A short formal discussion will include planning for the Harmony
Dinner, Wednesday 7 February 2018 at the Church of Jesus Christ
of the Latter-day Saints during Interfaith Harmony Week, February
2018. Also will be mentioned: the review of the New Zealand
National Statement on Religious Diversity, as the Dunedin
Interfaith Council has been invited to participate in the consultation
process for this.
From Dame Susan Devoy, Race Relations Conciliator:
“The Statement has been translated into a number of languages
and been widely used by government agencies, churches,
religious communities, refugee and migrant associations in offering
a framework for religious rights in New Zealand and for
harmonious relations between religious communities in New
Zealand. Internationally the Statement is a unique document that
has engendered interest around the world and has been used as a
model and formally referenced in public debates on religious
diversity in Australia, South Africa and the US.”
Plans are to “review it again to ensure that it reflects our changing
religious demography. The review will include a consultation
process with a wide range of religious communities comprising
some more recent religious groups to our shores, and also
humanist and rationalist organisations and other interested
groups.”

Bronwen Strang
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

An Irish Prayer for Advent/ Christmas

May you be blessed
With the spirit of the season, which is peace,
The gladness of the season, which is hope,
And the heart of the season, which is love.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual
authors, unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Monday 15 January 2018
Please send all material for the February Opoho Signal to:

Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010
phone 473 9473 mobile 021 516 275

email andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz

Continuing Psalm Writing for Today

6.30pm Wednesday 14 February 2018
Study nights early in 2017 were spent looking at Psalms in all their
biblical and modern day shapes and sizes, and a group of us have
continued to meet regularly all year, and have penned our own
psalms. Psalm on the Seismic Assessment is printed on P. 13 of
this issue. There are more to come!
We will meet again on Wednesday 14 February at 129 Signal Hill
Road, with shared takeaways for tea. Please RSVP to Margaret or
Tui that you are coming, by 4 pm that day.
It is not too late to decide to come along - you might have a psalm
to share or perhaps you would like to simply sit in, and join in the
conversation. If you have any questions, or would like to come
along this month, please talk to the Minister.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

About Movie Group
Movie nights are an opportunity to gather in someone’s home, to
watch a movie together, and afterwards reflect over a cup of tea or
coffee, on anything that particularly struck them as they watched.
The group meets monthly, between February and November.
Contact Shona Somerville for more information, email
shonahsomerville@gmail.com phone 473-8862.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Calendar for the early part of February 2018
The calendar for December 2017 and January 2018 is on the back page.

4 February ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship with Quarterly
Communion. Rev Margaret Garland
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee meeting at back of church

10 February ~ Saturday 11.00 am: Parish picnic at Tumai

11 February ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
Sunday School recommences

14 February ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm to 8 pm: Psalm writing with  tea
129 Signal Hill Rd

1 February ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Hosea
129 Signal Hill Road

15 February ~ Thursday March Opoho Signal deadline
21 February ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: light meal at the back of church

7 pm: Wednesday Worship

Keeping in Touch
Do you know…
Opoho Church has a website, www.opohochurch.org
On the website you will find (among other things) links to recent
sermons, downloadable copies of the Orders of Service for the two
most recent Sundays, downloadable versions of the newsletter, and
an on-line version of the Church Calendar.
The church also has a Facebook page (you don’t need to belong to
Facebook to see the page) www.facebook.com/OpohoChurch
Copies of the Parish Directory, with contact details of parishioners,
are available on the back pew in the church.
This newsletter is emailed to all who have requested to receive it this
way. If you are not already on the email list, and would like to be,
please send an email either to Andrea
andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz or to Margaret
marg.garland@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Lectionary readings, December 2017 and January 2018
in Year B, the Year of Mark

Sunday 3rd December - 1st Sunday in Advent
Is 64: 1-9 Ps 80: 1-7, 17-19 1 Cor 1: 3-9 Mk 13: 24-37

Sunday 10th December - 2nd Sunday in Advent
Is 40: 1-11 Ps 85: 1-2, 8-13 2 Peter 3: 8-15a Mk 1: 1-8

Sunday 17th December - 3rd Sunday in Advent
Is 61: 1-4, 8-11 Ps 126 1 Thess 5: 16-24 Jn 1: 6-8,

19-28
Sunday 24th December - 4th Sunday in Advent
2 Sam 7: 1-11,
16

Ps 89: 1-4, 19-26 Rom 16: 25-27 Lk 1: 26-38

Sunday 24th December - Christmas Eve
Is 9: 2-7 Ps 96 Titus 2: 11-14 Lk 2: 1-14,

(15-20)

Monday 25th December - Christmas Dawn
Is 62: 6-12 Ps 97 Titus 3: 4-7 Lk 2: (1-7),

8-20

Monday 25th December - Christmas Day
Is 52: 7-10 Ps 98 Heb 1: 1-4, (5-12) Jn 1: 1-14
Sunday 31st December - 1st Sunday after Christmas

Is 61: 10 - 62:
3

Ps 148 Gal 4: 4-7 Lk 2: 22-40

Saturday 6th January - Epiphany
Is 60: 1-6 Ps 72: 1-7, 10-14 Eph 3: 1-12 Mt 2: 1-12

Sunday 7th January - 1st Sunday after the Epiphany

Gen 1: 1-5 Ps 29 Acts 19: 1-7 Mk 1: 4-11

Sunday 14th January - 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
1 Sam 3: 1-10,
(11-20)

Ps 139: 1-6,
13-18

1 Cor 6: 12-20 Jn 1: 43-51

Sunday 21st January - 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany
Jonah 3: 1-5,
10

Ps 62: 5-12 1 Cor 7: 29-31 Mk 1: 14-20

Sunday 28th January - 4th Sunday after the Epiphany

Deut 18: 15-20 Ps 111 1 Cor 8: 1-13 Mk 1: 21-28



24

Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in
December 2017 and January 2018

3 December ~ Sunday 10 am: Quarterly Communion. Rev Margaret
Garland
11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community
Committee at back of church

7 December ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Daniel 129
Signal Hill Road

10 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
7.00 pm: Blue Christmas Service

14 December ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council, 129 Signal Hill Rd

17 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland with
Opoho Choir
5.00 pm: Children’s Christmas Church Service
and tea

24 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Nine Lessons and Carols. Rev
Margaret Garland
11.30 pm: Candlelight Service. Rev Margaret
Garland

31 December ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Russell Thew

7 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
Reflections from Iona: Connections

14 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
Reflections from Iona: Responding to God

15 January ~ Monday February Opoho Signal deadline
21 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland

Reflections from Iona: Pilgrimage

28 January ~ Sunday 10.00 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
Reflections from Iona: Peace: the healing of the
world
11.30 am: Parish Pot Luck Lunch

The calendar for the early part of February 2018 is on P. 22

25

Opoho Signal

December  2017 - January 2018

via email


