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23 February 2020 – Transfiguration Sunday 
 

Welcome! 
 

Whoever you are, you are welcome here at Opoho Church. 

Whether you come often, haven’t been for a while or you’re new, 

we are glad you are here today.  We are all one in God. 

Everyone here is seeking to know God better, 

and we’re glad you have joined us on this vital quest. 
 

 
 

The Transfiguration of Christ (c. 1480) by Giovanni Bellini (c. 1430-1516) 

see Matthew 17: 1-9 
 

Offerings of money for the work of this parish, money for the 

Dunedin Night Shelter, and goods for Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank, 

may be left in the offering bag, dish, or basket (as appropriate) 

on the trolley near the door, either before or after the service. 

 

Please consult the worship leader 

before taking photographs or other recordings during a service, 

in accordance with the church media policy displayed in the Morrison Lounge. 

http://opohochurch.org/


Welcome 
 

Call to Worship   

Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou. May God be with you: 

Ma Ihowa koe e manaaki. May God bless you. 

God touches the world, 

and the world changes. 

God touches us, 

and we are transformed. 

In the brightest of day, 

in the deepest of night, 

on mountain, and in valley, 

everywhere. 

In this time, together, 

we invite God to open our eyes 

to the transformation of our lives. 

And through the change – we worship God. 

Alleluia! 

 

Hymn please stand as the Bible is carried in and for the first hymn 
words Oliver Wendell Holmes (1809-1894), tune Ombersley WOV 477(ii) 
 

Lord of all being, throned afar, 

thy glory flames from sun and star; 

centre and soul of every sphere, 

yet to each loving heart how near! 
 

Sun of our life, thy quickening ray 

sheds on our path the glow of day; 

Star of our hope, thy softened light 

cheers the long watches of the night. 
 

Our midnight is thy smile withdrawn, 

our noontide is thy gracious dawn, 

our rainbow arch thy mercy's sign; 

all, save the clouds of sin, are thine. 



Lord of all life, below, above, 

whose light is truth, whose warmth is love, 

before thy ever-blazing throne  

we ask no lustre of our own. 

 

Grant us thy truth to make us free, 

and kindling hearts that burn for thee, 

till all thy living altars claim 

one holy light, one heavenly flame.  

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

…we are forgiven, we are set free.  Thanks be to God 

 

The Peace   

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Karaiti ki a koutou; 

the peace of Christ be with you all 

A ki a koe anō hoki. And also with you 

we exchange a sign of peace with each other 

 

Community Time – welcome, notices, anniversaries 

 

Birthday greetings today. 

May God bless you we pray. 

Live for Jesus dear [name or friends],  

May he guide you always. 

 

Chat Time Abby Smith 

 

 

 

 

 



Youth Hymn please remain standing at the end for the Offertory Prayer. 
words and music Graham Kendrick (alt.) TIS 675 

 

Christ, the light of your love is shining,  

in the midst of the darkness, shining;  

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us,  

set us free by the truth you now bring us –  

shine on us, shine on us. 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Maker’s glory;  

blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; 

send forth your word, God, and let there be light. 

 

Christ, we come to your awesome presence,  

from the shadows into your radiance;  

by your cross we may enter your brightness;  

search us, try us, consume all our darkness –  

shine on us, shine on us. 

 

As we gaze on your heavenly brightness  

so our faces display your likeness,  

ever changing from glory to glory;  

mirrored here, may our lives tell your story –  

shine on us, shine on us. 

 

Offertory Prayer said together 

May our lives and our gifts which we offer here 

be used to reveal your glory, loving God, 

in ways which proclaim Jesus 

as your chosen, your beloved One; 

in ways which show  

that we have listened to him. Amen 



Bible Readings   

First Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

People: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 17:1-9 

Reader: This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

People:  Praise to Christ the Word 

 

On top of a mountain Philip Somerville 

 

Sermon followed by time for reflection 

 

Hymn words Bernadette Farrell, tune CH4 543 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light!... 

 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light!... 

 



Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light!... 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light!.... 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

....we say together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth, as in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Hymn WOV 148(ii) Love divine, all loves excelling 

 

Commissioning   

Walk in light and truth. 

See the light of Christ in every face. 

Be the light of Christ to all you meet. 

Let us go in peace. 

We go in the name of Christ. 

 

Benediction 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with us all now and always.    

[Sung] Amen 

 

 



Use of all music from sources other than With One Voice 

is licensed under the copyright licence CCLI 239741. 

 

It is good to have you worshipping with us today. 

Everyone is welcome to stay for morning tea 

in the Morrison Lounge and/or Hall after the service – 

through the door at the back of the church. 

 
Today’s service was brought to you by 

Leading the Service: The Rev. Anne Thomson 

Door Duty: Shona and Philip Somerville   Music: Music Group    

Readings: Julie-Ann Fleming   Prayers: John Roxborogh    

Children: Julie Mander and Andrea Johnston   Flowers: Allison Mulder    

Morning Tea: Marian Weaver and Meegan Cloughley 

Church Cleaning: Allison and Will Mulder   Hall Cleaning: Bronwen Strang    

 

Opportunities for ministry week ending 1 March   

Door Duty: Andrew Smith and Marian Weaver   Music: David Murray    

Readings: Christine Cleugh   Flowers: Jenny Roxborogh    

Morning Tea: Abby Smith and Hamish Spencer 

Church Cleaning: Christine Cleugh   Hall Cleaning: Meegan Cloughley    

 

Parish Clerk: Tui Bevin 473 8677 mark.bevin@gmail.com  

Interim Moderator: The Rev. Ed Masters 027 637 9818 

Please note that the parish landline telephone number 395 6129 

has been discontinued. 

 

Keeping in Touch 

Parish directories with contact details of parishioners are available on the 

back pew. Please take one if you need it. If you would like to be emailed 

about church news and coming events, please give your email address to 

the Parish Clerk, Tui Bevin, or email her at mark.bevin@gmail.com  

 

Any changes or additions to events listed in the Opoho Signal will be 

posted as they are known on the website at 

http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/ 

 

 

http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/


From the Southern Presbytery Executive Clerk … 

I write to invite you and your people to attend the ordination of the Rev. 

Annie Kate Williams and the Rev. Gabe Hawker to stated supply 

ministries at Mornington Presbyterian Church. This will be held at 4 p.m. 

TODAY (23 February) preceded by a Presbytery meeting at 3.45 p.m. 

 

First Church Fair, Saturday 21 March, 11 a.m.-1.30 p.m.  

Burns Hall and First Church Grounds, 415 Moray Place, Dunedin: bric a 

brac, linen, barbecue, baking, jams, chutneys, children’s toys, books, 

puzzles, games, fruit and vegetables, plants, pikelets, books, Samoan food 

stall, white elephant. 

 

 

Harvest Thanksgiving at Opoho  

         is on Sunday 15 March 

 
 

Diary of Coming Events 
26 February ~ Wednesday Ash Wednesday (beginning of Lent) 

1 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Graeme Munro, Quarterly 

Communion 

5 March ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month, Ephesians, 129 Signal 

Hill Road 

6 March ~ Friday World Day of Prayer 

8 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, Abby Smith  

12 March ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison Lounge 

14 March ~ Saturday 11 a.m.: Parish Picnic at Tumai – details to be circulated closer 

to the time 

15 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Peter Wishart, Harvest 

Thanksgiving 

19 March ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison Lounge 

22 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Graeme Munro 

25 March ~ Wednesday 6.30 p.m.: Psalm Writing with BYO takeaways, 129 Signal Hill 

Road  

 

Presbyterian Support Otago  

has let us know that the Food Bank wish list  

this month is for coffee and sugar, 

but anything you can spare is much appreciated. 


