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Opoho Signal
Newsletter of the Opoho Presbyterian Church

50 Signal Hill Road, Opoho, Dunedin 9010

email: psomer@es.co.nz

www.opohochurch.org

Facebook: Opoho Presbyterian Church

December 2016 - January 2017
Minister: Rev Margaret Garland

phone: 03 974 6199 - cell phone 027 757 2367
marg.garland@gmail.com

Parish Clerk: Philip Somerville phone: 03 473 8862

Worship Services at Opoho:
Every Sunday at 10am

11.30pm Saturday 24 December: Candlelit
Christmas Eve Service

Joseph went to Bethlehem to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

[Luke 2: 4 and 5]
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Assembly Feedback from Our Minister

General Assembly, the biannual gathering of our national church, was this
year held in Dunedin and with the newly inducted Moderator, the Right Rev
Richard Dawson, from Leith Valley Church in Dunedin. His theme for the
moderatorial term is ‘Hope’.

The Assembly opened on Tuesday night with a powhiri and service at Knox
Church and the business of the Assembly began on Wednesday at the St
David Lecture theatre at the University.

One thing that is new is that the representation is through places being
allocated to each Presbytery rather than to Parishes. We still find people
attending every Assembly instead of every second one as originally
expected, and Elder’s voices are not as prominent as they used to be. As the
senior court of the church there is quite a bit of formal
business such as changing the Book of Order wording
to fit practice and of course the controversial debates
where the divisions emerge. It was generally accepted
that the level of debate was mostly less adversarial this
time round.

Some decisions were:

 Small faith communities were affirmed; a counter
to the suggestion that only large churches could be effective carriers of
the Word.

 The Assembly extended the context of Locally Ordained Ministers to
be of value outside a single parish and to include other ministries such
as chaplaincy.  The term for supply ministry was also extended from
one to two years, reflecting the dearth of permanent ministry
placements in rural areas.

 The changes to the Beneficiary Fund[1] went through – all agreed that
there needed to be change but of course there were differing opinions
on how that might look. The rights of retired and newly ordained
ministers were particularly debated. It was noted that if it had to be
done, the process was robust and to be trusted and this was
noticeable in the high level of ability to answer all the questions raised.
There was a commitment to retaining the financial expectations of all
Ministers for retirement and it was noted that these changes expanded
those able to join the scheme to Locally Ordained Ministers and
others.

Exhausting...	
emotional…	
frustrating…	
occasionally	
deeply	moving.
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 The General Assembly ratified the decision that Ministers were not
able to marry gay couples – by one vote. For ten minutes it seemed
the result overturned the previous Assembly decision but after a look
at the method of calculation it was passed by two votes and after a call
for a recount, by one. Te Aka Puaho, the Maori Synod, refused to be
involved in anything that marginalises people and left the debate. Then
the Assembly voted against a bill led by the Rev Dr Susan Jones, from
St Andrews on the Terrace, about removing the ruling that excludes
people in LGBT[2] and de facto relationships from leadership roles. The
next day we passed a remit called ‘Say Yes’ on social justice issues
which had as its opening sentence ‘We say yes to the dignity and
value of every person’ – I don’t think so! Controversy is also attached
to the fact that it appeared that some at Assembly were using social
media to encourage a particular vote and a complaint has been laid.

 Recognition of and prayer for those in earthquake areas was at the
forefront with the people from Canterbury pointing out that it was not
just Kaikoura and Wellington – that the Hurunui and Tasman were
hurting too. A collection for earthquake relief was made on Saturday.

 The role of Moderator was discussed in several aspects. One was
about changing the responsibility for
organising Assembly from the
beginning to the end of their tenure to
protect from burn out before even
starting their role. Then there was some
confusion about the election of the
Moderator-designate – with some
parishes saying they were denied the
opportunity to vote and others
questioning the fact that the Very Rev
Andrew Norton was elected Moderator-designate for a second term.
The Assembly Executive Secretary responded with details and dates,
and most of the ‘denied’ parishes had in fact voted and certainly
received the opportunity to vote. The legality of a second term had
been checked before the name was put out for voting and the advice
received, was that it was sound. It was concerning that it might have
been more about the person than the process and there were some
unkind comments. Fortunately it was resolved well, with the election
being confirmed. To follow up on all these issues of role and process a

…	a	long	way	to	go	
in	recognition	of	
equality	of	
genders....
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task group has been formed to explore all aspects of the national
moderatorship.

 The Moderator of Te Aka Puaho, the Rev Wayne Te Kaawa, ends his
term in January after six years and was given a resounding vote of
thanks and acclamation.

There were personal points for me too:

The Rev Malcolm Gordon led morning worship, and his prayers of confession
particularly were responses to the ebb and flow of the debates and attitudes
in the room. See page 18 for one of Malcolm’s prayers. The full liturgy and the
music book from the Assembly can be found on the PCANZ website.[3]

We have a long way to go in our recognition of equality of genders within the
church. Very few women appeared in leadership roles; yet again the guest
speaker was male; and the language and comments were, too often,
condescending and belittling. One of the worst examples was a group of
people being introduced to Assembly - all the men were presented as the Rev
X or Y and the woman minister as ‘a young lass whose father was a
respected minister’. This has to change!

Aware as I am of music and worship at this time, I found it difficult to sing
words of inclusiveness and being one people, as those words were sung out
by those who had just resolved to exclude others.

The most jaw dropping moment was when, in response to a paper that
wanted us as a church to publicly reject the view that natural disasters are the
direct result of divine punishment (apropos Brian
Tamaki’s comments), a person stood up and said that
it was not appropriate for the church to limit in this way
those who had a different theological understanding.
Jaw dropping indeed. The motion was passed by the
vast majority.

The Assembly was exhausting, emotional, frustrating
and occasionally deeply moving. In the end, there was
Christ Jesus amidst a deeply flawed and broken
people – and it was so obvious that we cannot do this
being church by ourselves. We can only find hope in the person and love of
Christ. At this time of awaiting the birth of the Christ child, may we find our
hope reborn and our love rebirthed.

We	can	only	
find	hope	in	
the	person	
and	love	of	
Christ	
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Parish Council Report
Have you seen all the work done on the rooms behind the stage? Thanks to
an extremely generous donation and a lot of hard work, the area is brighter
and better, both for use as Margaret's office and for children. We await the
selection and installation of the curtains for Margaret’s office.

I commend, also, the reading of the newsletter piece from the Finance and
Property Committee. I would call the progress to almost meeting another
increased and ambitious goal in giving, as perhaps even more than “a small
miracle”, as Mark Bevin described it. As you see, the F and P Committee has
been busy and focussed across several fronts.

We welcome Margaret and Mike back from Margaret's study leave. They
have been missed.

Another letterbox drop around Opoho will have gone out by the time the
newsletter is put together, and the Fellowship Group service will have been
held for another year. This is an important tradition and service to the
community.

The council has appointed Andrew Smith as our Southern Presbytery elder
for the coming year (he is also on the Presbytery Council), with Tui Bevin as
the back up.

The Christian Development Committee has noted the achievements of the
group of young adults in the congregation who are completing their last year
at school: Emma Hamilton, Maria Larsen, Matthew Ogle and David Spencer.
We are all proud of their efforts and so pleased to have their presence
among us.

Watch, wait, hope! For the wonder of new love may be moving towards its
birthing. The Christ will come. The Word of God will not fail us.[4]

Margaret Garland
(1) Presbyterian superannuation fund, currently available to Nationally Ordained Ministers
(2) Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender
(3) http://www.presbyterian.org.nz/about-us/general-assembly/general-assembly-2016/ga16-
songbook-worship-resources
(4) Dorothy McRae-McMahon

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Property and Finance News
A small miracle continues to happen here at Opoho Church, and thanks to
the effort and regular commitment of many, the optimistic budget is running
well - in fact we are only 2% below what we ambitiously targeted. Special
thanks go to those who have joined regular giving, and to those who are
reviewing their commitment and adjusting things each year, whether up or
down. At the end of this financial year we will hope to be able to partly
answer, certainly on the finances side, the question of what is our future as
church in Opoho and the north end.

In that regard, the recent Kaikoura earthquake and the Synod of Otago
reminder about the earthquake rating of our buildings, has prompted Parish
Council to bring this to our attention. At an initial assessment by the
Synod’s preferred engineers, both the hall and church were rated below
33%. They are thus considered high risk category D earthquake prone
buildings and we are required to display signage about this fact. We have
until 2020 to address the issues of more detailed assessment and then
strengthening to achieve a more appropriate rating.

A small group has been formed to get things underway. Signage will be
erected in the very near future, (probably by the time this edition is off the
press) and the group will review what we know so far and what we need to
find out, liaise with Synod, and propose the next steps. Detailed seismic
assessments are very expensive and only worth considering if the parish is
in good shape and it makes good sense to stay here.

But right now we are moving forwards here. The hall heating project quotes
have been reviewed and one has been accepted by Parish Council.

Other issues the Property and Finance Committee is dealing with at its

Former parish clerk Laurie Williams has been contributing lively and
interesting snippets of news to the newsletter for many, many years in his
“L. E. Williams and others” column. He's now standing down from this role.
We thank him for this long-standing contribution. By the way, he's the
person who cuts out items from the ODT and The Star about Opoho church
and Opoho people and puts them in the scrapbooks in the Morrison
Lounge. Have a look! It's extraordinary how many there are.

Philip Somerville

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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bimonthly meetings are completion of the health and safety policy,
discussion around the increased interest in hiring the church/hall facilities
on a regular basis, assorted maintenance issues, and the refurbishment of
the Farquharson Street gardens.

The working bee achieved a massive amount with the conifer removal
completed. The stumps are to be dealt with next and then the area
replanted once we have appropriate advice from nurserymen.

Just a reminder for those that are new to this parish - have a look at the
“Giving For Life” pamphlet on the back pew in church and think about one
of the ways you might be able to contribute to the energy and role of our
mission up here on the hill. It is not just about the money; but for those
wanting to start direct credit, the bank details are:

ANZ Otago University Branch, P.O. Box 6374, Dunedin North 9030

Name of Account: Opoho Presbyterian Deacon’s Court Inc

Account Number: 06 0909 0010868 00

If you experience any problems setting up payments, please contact Brian
Cunningham 473 7204.

Mark Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Used Stamps are Useful!
With the Christmas season approaching, many of us will be sending and
receiving cards, letters and parcels by mail. Please save the used postage
stamps!

We deliver our collections of used stamps to Presbyterian Support. The
stamps are then sold to philatelists, and the revenue is used for global
mission outreach, as featured in SPANZ.

Cut the stamps from envelopes and packages, leaving a 1 cm margin of
paper around the stamps. Bring them to church, and put them in the box in
the foyer.

Thank you!

Vetia Sheat

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Parish News

Opoho People News
 Dr Judy Rodda spoke to the Fellowship Group in October, about her

journey to earning a PhD. She spent countless hours at Te Waewae
Bay in Southland, photographing, observing and recording the Hector's
dolphin. It has taken her 12 years to accomplish her goal.

 As a fellowship we support the Fellowship of the Least Coin, a very
worthy enterprise which was started in September 1956 by Shanti
Solomon of India and comes under the general control of Church
Women United, New York. It is an ecumenical movement. Our
donations help others throughout the world, and this year we have
given $71.00 to them.

 On Wednesday 23rd November we held our annual Community Advent
service. Margaret’s report on the service is on page 9. We gave the
offering, $140.00, to the Otago Community Hospice.

 Congratulations to Professor Hamish Spencer, who has been awarded
the Callaghan Medal from the Royal Society of NZ, for leading
successful programmes of science communication and public
participatory action with Uawa/Tolaga Bay and Ngai Tāmanuhiri.
Hamish opened our Environment Festival in September with a talk
about these projects.

 It is with a sense of delight and gratitude that we announce that there
are now six great grandSONS in the Williams clan.

Wider News
 Christian Savings is the new name of the Baptist Savings Society in

which the Presbyterian Savings and Development Society has been
absorbed. It appears that there are no other changes in their
investment policy or their basic intent of investing in Christian
enterprises. http://www.baptistsavings.co.nz

 You may have noticed that Rev Ivica Gregurec, formerly of All Saints
Church and chaplain at Ross home, is moving to be the precentor at
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auckland. He has been the assistant priest in
North Dunedin for three years. A precentor is a person who is "in
general control of musical arrangements", according to the Oxford
Dictionary.
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Wider - Still News
 Christine Cleugh alerted us to “A Journey of Faith”, the autobiography

of Euphemia (“Effie”) Irvine. Effie is a Scottish lady who in the 1960’s
heard a call to be an ordained minister in the Church of Scotland. She
met with outright disapproval from male ministers of that denomination
and was told that she would never be ordained. However there were
some folk willing to encourage her and in due course she completed
her studies. In 1971 she was licensed, ordained and inducted into the
parish of Milton of Campsie, just north of Glasgow. In New Zealand, in
1965 the Rev Margaret Reid Martin was the first woman minister to be
ordained, at St Andrews on the Terrace. In this parish our last three
ministers have been women, each of whom has brought their own
unique skills and strengths to their ministries with us.

Laurie Williams and others
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Community Advent Service
On the afternoon of Wednesday 23rd November, the church hosted people
from rest homes, churches and homes in the north end at the long standing
Community Advent service. For many this heralds the beginning of the
season, with carols and prayer and stories that all turn our faces to the
waiting and watching for the coming of the child.

This year the children from Liberton Christian School joined with us, singing
“in public” outside the school for the first time. They sang Te Harinui and Joy
to the World, as well as swelling the singing of our other carols. A big thank
you to Principal Fiona Sizemore for arranging this. The usual amazing
afternoon tea followed, with perhaps a little bit less left over than usual, as
there were some healthy young appetites there.

As always it took some hard work for those who set up, served and cleaned
up - thank you to Christine, Fiona, Allison, Val and Laurie, to Gaynor for the
music and to Tui for her part in leading and to all who provided food. For so
many this is a very important gathering of community every year and is very
much appreciated.

Margaret Garland
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Opportunities   for   Service

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers

4-Dec Shona & Philip
Somerville

Michael Ovens
Andrew Smith

Andrea
Johnston

--

11-Dec Jane Bloore
Jenny Bunce

Shona & Philip
Somerville

Marian
Weaver

Abby Smith

18-Dec Smith/ Spencers
Gregor Macaulay

Jane Bloore
Maurice
Andrew Daniel Larsen

24-Dec -- Tui Bevin -- --

25-Dec --
Smith /

Spencers
Mike

Garland --

1-Jan Cloughleys
Daniel Larsen
Andrew Smith

David
Vaughan --

8-Jan
Rodda /
Hamilton Cunninghams Tui Bevin --

15-Jan Smith/ Spencers
John Stenhouse
Marian Weaver

Daniel
Larsen --

22-Jan Murrays
Mike Garland

Michael Ovens
Andrew
Smith

Andrea
Johnston

29-Jan
Shona & Philip

Somerville Daniel Larsen
Hamish
Spencer Abby Smith

5-Feb Christine Cleugh
Alaina O’Byrne

Gregor Macaulay
Matthew Ogle

John
Stenhouse --

12-Feb Tony Parry
Fiona Stirling

Shona & Philip
Somerville

Laurie
Williams Tui Bevin

For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to all these activities.
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Opportunities   for   Service

Music Flowers Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning Lawns

David Murray Jane Bloore Fiona Stirling Bronwen Strang Miriam
Vollweiler

Gaynor Haig Judy Rodda Jane Bloore Cunninghams Miriam
Vollweiler

Mark Bevin Judy Rodda Jane Bloore Cunninghams
Miriam

Vollweiler

Mark Bevin Phyllis Sinclair -- -- --

Gaynor Haig Phyllis Sinclair Chris Young Christine Cleugh
Miriam

Vollweiler

Gaynor Haig Phyllis Sinclair Chris Young Christine Cleugh
Miriam

Vollweiler

Mark Bevin Judy Rodda Michael  Ovens Rodda / Hamilton
Miriam

Vollweiler

Gaynor Haig Judy Rodda Michael  Ovens Rodda / Hamilton
Miriam

Vollweiler

David Murray Jane Bloore Daniel Larsen Daniel Larsen
Miriam

Vollweiler

Music Group Jane Bloore Daniel Larsen Daniel Larsen
Miriam

Vollweiler

David Murray Marion Rae Andrew Smith Chris Young
Miriam

Vollweiler

Mark Bevin Marion Rae Andrew Smith Chris Young
Miriam

Vollweiler

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to all these activities.
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Interfaith Matters
Andrea asked if I would pass on to the readers of the Opoho Signal, things
possibly significant for them to know that I glean from my interfaith
involvement. You will likely remember recent TV coverage of intolerant
comments made by a Dr Anwar Sahib about members of the Jewish faith
and women. The interfaith group received a response by Tahir Nawaz, the
President of the International Muslim Association of New Zealand.

This was sent by Rakesh Naidoo, the Strategic Advisor for Race Relations at
the Human Rights Commission. I met this gracious Hindu man when he
attended the Interfaith Forum 2 years ago in Dunedin. He was then working
at Police College in charge of teaching Police recruits about tolerance
towards those of every faith. I think the comments he forwarded to us from
Tahir Nawaz are very much worth sharing with you.

Bronwen Strang
“As tolerant and peaceful New Zealanders we reject anti-Semitic and
misogynist teachings and speeches. These kinds of views do not reflect us
and they do not represent us, they dismay us,” said Tahir Nawaz.

“We also stand by the ICWNZ's statement in our rejection of these
speeches.”

Mr Nawaz said Islam is founded on social reconciliation and urges Muslims
to respect other faiths, to counter evil with goodness.

“We strictly denounce any Muslim expressing his or her thoughts in a
manner demeaning the others’ religions or religious scholars, which is
against the Islamic teachings. Furthermore, we strictly condemn all activities
humiliating any religion” said Mr Nawaz.

“As New Zealanders, we reject intolerance in any form. This is not how we
do things.

Tahir Nawaz, President,
The International Muslim Association of New Zealand.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



13

Bible Book A Month Discussions

7.30 pm Thursday 1 December ~ Esther
7.30 pm Thursday 2 February ~ Job
7.30 pm Thursday 2 March ~ Psalms

The December Bible Discussion is on the 17th book of the Bible, Esther,
which one blogger, Jason Reuter, described as “an inspirational message of
an enduring faith under the threat of death, all wrapped up within a package
of brilliant storytelling.”

If you need some summer holiday reading why not read the books of Job
and Psalms ~ which are the next books we will discuss. They are two of the
bigger books of the Bible so it may be useful to have more time to read
them.

We meet at 7.30 pm at 129 Signal Hill Road and everyone is welcome,
even if you can only make an occasional evening or are new to the Bible.

Please read the month’s book beforehand if possible. For more information
please ask Margaret the minister, or John Stenhouse the discussion leader.

Tui Bevin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

November Study Group

“Wandering and Wondering” - Pete Strang

The Study Group was delighted to have Pete and Marion Strang visit. They
were members of our Opoho community in the 80s and 90s. They share
missionary experience in the Solomon Islands with Mark and Tui; student
memories with Simon and Marion; and a love of tramping/climbing with
Philip. Pete is Bronwen’s brother. They were very warmly welcomed.

In his retirement from a wide and varied career in medicine, Pete is now
serving as a voluntary chaplaincy assistant at Dunedin Hospital. Tui heard
his talk to the hospital community entitled Wandering and Wondering and
so invited him to give it to our study group.
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Wandering and Wondering tells the story of Pete’s journey in medicine and
spirituality. He illustrated his story with photos from Papua New Guinea and
the Solomon Islands, of colleagues he has worked with, and naturally,
photos of his beloved mountains. He also shared some of his poems, that
capture special moments in his work when he experienced a deep spiritual
rapport with others, across religions, cultures and countries.

Pete expressed his belief that we meet God in others, not in creeds that can
often exclude. He recalled some encounters with others that had a deep
impact on him. The first was when as a young registrar on his first day at
National Women’s Hospital he was very stressed and upset because he had
had to leave Marion alone with their young family to move into their rented
accommodation. Pete’s supervisor, Dr William (Bill) McIndoe, on learning of
this simply reached over and took Pete’s pager and told him to go to his
family: he would cover for him. We saw that Pete and Marion have been
giving back ever since.

Another profound moment Pete told us of was his visit to a very remote and
high mountain village in Papua New Guinea. The people lived in smoke filled
huts. They were thin and their children were scrawny. They had nothing, but
their hospitality blew Pete away. He said he met Christ there in those people.
He felt Christ had gone before him. Pete and Marion’s commitment to help
the people of PNG saw them do another term there, the second time Pete
was a health administrator working to get government funding to the church-
run hospitals.

There were many more inspiring stories during the evening. It was lovely to
be able to come away with four of Pete’s poems that distil in words that
reverence for Spirit and the love of others that permeate Pete’s wandering
and wondering through life.

Fiona Stirling
PS: Simon reminds us that it was Marion Strang who was the driving force in
the installation of  the ‘new’ kitchen at church. We have a great deal to thank
her for!
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We Believe

We believe
I believe
we both
believe
creeds are worn
lost and
harsh
formulae that
exclude
by virtue of
their
sense of
knowing

......all

Pete Strang
"a wanderer, a wonderer and forever a pilgrim on the Faith journey”

Pete and Marion were members at Opoho some years ago and look back
with fond memories of a very special community that they were privileged to
be part of.

How can
we
presume
to know
all… is
not
knowable

Any arrival
or special
place for
some to
exclude
others
is altogether
unthinkable

….and
a formulated
entrance
where
the knock
of some
….and ONE
is not heard.

No more
no less
my friend
we travel
together
...believing
yet of
...no creed.

Introducing his poem ‘We Believe’, Pete says “… other inspiration on my
journey of belief was Dr Ebrahim Taghavi, an Iranian psychiatrist… we
worked together at Dunedin Hospital… he a Sufi, I a Christian and there was
no doubt we were on the same journey”
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Pumpkin Granola Bars
Alaina brought these bars along for the shared lunch on the first Sunday of
November. A number of folk pronounced them delicious, so here’s the
recipe.
Ingredients
1 cup roughly chopped nuts (mixed cashews, almonds, walnuts, hazelnuts,
etc)
1 cup rolled oats
1/2 cup desiccated coconut
2 1/2 Tbsp chia seeds
1/4 cup coconut oil
1/4 cup plus 2 Tbsp honey (or brown sugar)
1/2 cup pumpkin purée (roast pumpkin, then scrape from skin and purée)
3/4 tsp allspice
3/4 tsp cinnamon

Preparing, mixing and cooking
Preheat oven to 150°C. Line a baking tray with baking paper.

Combine the nuts, oats, coconut and chia seeds in a bowl.
Stir the coconut oil, honey, pumpkin purée, and spices in a saucepan over
medium heat and bring to a gentle boil. Remove from heat and stir into the
nut mixture until well combined.
Press the mixture evenly onto the prepared baking tray and bake for 30-40
minutes or until golden and firm to the touch in the centre.
Or for a crunchier bar cook a bit longer, up to another 20 minutes as long as
it doesn't get too dark.
Remove from the oven and allow to cool before slicing into bars.
Store in an airtight container in a cool dry place for 1-2 weeks.

Alaina O’Byrne
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual authors,
unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Sunday 15 January
Please send all material for the February Opoho Signal  to:

Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010,
phone 473 9473, mobile 021-516-275,
email andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
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The CWS Christmas Appeal has been a tradition in New Zealand churches
since 1945 when the first Christmas Bowl appeal was launched to raise funds
for post war reconstruction in Europe.
Appeal envelopes are included with the printed copies of this newsletter, and
more envelopes are available at the back of the church.
They can be posted back directly, or put in with your offering at church.
To find out more about this year’s appeal, go to http://christmasappeal.org.nz/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Young People

We have at Opoho Church four students who have now had their last day at
school. These young men and women have been part of Opoho for much of
their childhoods, and we have loved watching them grow – up and up and up!

Local high schools held their prize-giving ceremonies in November, and it
comes as no surprise that our young adults were honoured. Those of us who
were at the ceremonies were impressed by how the young ones have grown,
and we may have shed the odd tear. We have among us some great kids –
great at academics, sport, and art.

We wish them well, as they step out from school to the next stage of their
lives.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Movie Nights
The next movie night will be in February 2017. Movie nights are an
opportunity for folk to gather in someone’s home, to watch a movie together,
and afterwards reflect together, over a cup of tea or coffee, on anything that
particularly struck them as they watched.

The group is very informal, all are welcome to come along as and when they
are able, with different people hosting as they are able. The gatherings are
usually at 7pm, on the 2nd Thursday of the month, although the day is
flexible.

If you would like to know more, or you are interested in hosting next year,
and/or have a movie to suggest, contact Shona Somerville, phone 473-8862
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From Assembly, a prayer by the Rev Malcolm Gordon
responding to the pain of division

Living God,
I have tried to write a hundred eloquent prayers,
Giving voice to our pain and to your healing grace.
But today I can find none. I confess I am bereft. But I will
not be silent.
Do not forsake us O God. A dozen beginnings become a
dozen dead ends, as my prayers pool at my feet. And all I
have to offer you for myself, for my church, and for my
world, are tears of confusion and grief.
Do not forsake us O God.
You O God are beauty and wholeness, and you deserve to be
loved better than I can muster. You deserve to receive
words and lives of cadence and grace, but my heart is heavy,
my feet are like lead, and my voice can find no song for a
time like this.
Do not forsake us O God.
Yet as discordant and despairing as it may sound,
I will give you this voice,
for I have no other,
and even as I pray you are delivering me from the tomb of
disempowered silence.
For this ugly groan is a sharing in God’s Spirit, it is being
formed on the lips of Christ, and whispered in the ear of
the Most High.
We are not forsaken. Thanks be to God. Amen.
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Lectionary readings, 4 December 2016 to 12 February 2017
in Year A, the Year of Matthew

Sunday 4th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent
Is 11: 1-10 Ps 72: 1-7, 18-19 Rom 15: 4-13 Mt 3: 1-12
Sunday 11th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Is 35: 1-10 Ps 146: 5-10 or

Lk 1: 46b-55
James 5: 7-10 Mt 11: 2-11

Sunday 18th December - 4th Sunday of Advent
Is 7: 10-16 Ps 80: 1-7, 17-19 Rom 1: 1-7 Mt 1: 18-25
Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve
Is 9: 2-7 Ps 96 Titus 2: 11-14 Lk 2: 1-14,

(15-20)
Sunday 25th December - Christmas Dawn

Is 62: 6-12 Ps 97 Titus 3: 4-7 Lk 2: (1-7), 8-20
Sunday 25th December - Christmas Day

Is 52: 7-10 Ps 98 Heb 1: 1-4, (5-12) Jn 1: 1-14
Sunday 1st January - 1st Sunday after Christmas Day
Is 63: 7-9 Ps 148 Heb 2: 10-18 Mt 2: 13-23

Is 60: 1-6 Ps 72: 1-7, 10-14 Eph 3: 1-12 Mt 2: 1-12
Sunday 8th January - 1st Sunday after the Epiphany
Is 42: 1-9 Ps 29 Acts 10: 34-43 Mt 3: 13-17
Sunday 15th January - 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
Is 49: 1-7 Ps 40: 1-11 1 Cor 1: 1-9 Jn 1: 29-42
Sunday 22nd January - 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany

Is 9: 1-4 Ps 27: 1, 4-9 1 Cor 1: 10-18 Mt 4: 12-23
Sunday 29th January - 4th Sunday after the Epiphany
Micah 6: 1-8 Ps 15 1 Cor 1: 18-31 Mt 5: 1-12
Sunday 5th February - 5th Sunday after the Epiphany
Is 58: 1-9a
(9b-12)

Ps 112: 1-9 (10) 1 Cor 2: 1-12
(13-16)

Mt 5: 13-20

Sunday 12th February - 6th Sunday after the Epiphany
Deut 30:15-20
or
Sirach 15: 15-
20

Ps 119: 1-8 1 Cor 3: 1-9 Mt 5: 21-37

Friday 6th January - Epiphany
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1 December ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion - Esther
at 129 Signal Hill Road

4 December ~ Sunday 10 am: Quarterly Communion.
Rev Margaret Garland

11.30 am: Pastoral Care Committee in church

11 December ~ Sunday 10 am: Child & Family Service.
Rev Margaret Garland

7 pm: Blue Christmas service: a pause to re-
member

15 December ~ Thursday 7.30pm Parish Council at 129 Signal Hill Road

18 December ~ Sunday 10 am: Nine Lessons and Carols.
Rev Margaret Garland

5 pm: Children’s Christmas service with tea

6.30pm: Community Carol Singing around
Opoho

24 December ~ Saturday 11.30 pm. Candlelit Christmas Eve service.
Rev Margaret Garland

25 December ~ Sunday 10 am: worship for Christmas Day.
Rev Margaret Garland

1 January ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion.
Rev Margaret Garland

8 January ~ Sunday 10 am: worship.

15 January ~ Sunday 10 am: worship.

Deadline for the February “Opoho Signal”

22 January ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Margaret Garland

29 January ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Margaret Garland.

11.30 am: Parish shared lunch

2 February ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion - Job at
129 Signal Hill Road

5 February ~ Sunday 10 am: Café Church with Holy Communion in the
hall. Rev Margaret Garland

12 February ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Margaret Garland

Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church


