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Refugees in Dunedin 

 
Many of you will be aware that the first group of Syrian 
Refugees will be arriving in Dunedin in late April - around 
45 of them and then more over the year.  The Red Cross 
is the lead agency in providing support and resources for 
them and they are looking for volunteers to help with that 
process.   
 

Mark Bevin and I attended an information night and can 
let you know some of the parameters around doing 
that.  We are also looking at how as a church we can be 
supporters of volunteer teams eg be a first stop for 
resources, local knowledge etc. 
 

There is a further community planning and information 
night being held in the Glenroy Auditorium at 6pm on the 
2nd February - alongside the Mayor, speakers will be 
there from the Immigration Dept. and the Red Cross and 
a panel will be there to respond to questions. 
 
The other aspect is the Refugees Steering Group which is 
looking at ways in which various groups can support those 
coming to Dunedin.  To this end Churches are invited to a 
series of three events with particular relevance to faith 
communities.  The dates are as follows and more 
information will be coming on the contents.  All are from 
7pm to 8.30pm: 
 
17 Feb in All Saints' Anglican church (North) 
16 Mar in St Patrick's Catholic church (South) 
13 Apr in Mornington Methodist 
 

Also we are invited to a gathering for "I just want to fulfil 
my dream” - refugee story. A week in the Winter 
registration and transit centre in Slavonski Brod, Croatia.  
 

St Martin's Anglican Church, North East Valley, 194 North 
Rd, 8 February, 7.00 - 8.30pm. Entrance free, koha (for 
refugees) welcome! 
 
Margaret 
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Christmas/holiday time 

I thought it would be helpful to look back a little since the 
last newsletter on the Christmas period services. 

The December Blue Christmas service meant a lot to 
many people. There were quite a number of church folk or 
those with church connections who lost spouses, parents 
or siblings during 2015. That, of course, leaves a big hole 

in people's lives, and the first Christmas in the absence of 
a special loved one has its difficult side. It was good to 
gather at the church and be led in worship by Margaret. 

Many of those affected were part of the congregation, 
supporting each other with fellowship over tea and coffee 
afterwards. There is a copy of the service on the church 
website, www.opohochurch.org 

I was in Christchurch for Christmas itself but was 
informed the Christmas Eve service, as usual, was 

moving, with people seemingly not wanting to leave 
afterwards. There was another crowd at the Christmas 
service the next morning, and I'm told that Rosalie Beyer 
cradled the baby Jesus forward to the manger with 
astonishing and poignant care and reverence. 

The other services through the period were well attended 
despite it being the holiday period, more so than often in 
the past. We were pleased, too, to welcome visitors from 
two of the North East Valley churches which do not hold 
services over the weekends around New Year. 

Philip Somerville 
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Community News 

 
The church celebrated the baptism of Briana Jade 
Cunningham on Sunday, 6th December. Many of the 
Cunningham family and other family members were 
present on this memorable occasion.  And in January Rev. 
Graeme Munro baptised his nephew Nathaniel with family 
attending. 
 
Fiona Broad and Johann Jakobs were married in Oturehua 
on 16 January. Congratulations to the newly-married 

couple, who are hoping to move back into their house on 
Blacks Road soon. 

 
We congratulate Nathan Hamilton who credits a new job 
in Balclutha with giving him a new chance of worthwhile 
employment.  He was part of the BASE Training Camp for 
job seekers at the old Caledonian gymnasium. 
 
Congratulations to Michael Ogle who graduated with a 
Bachelor of Physiotherapy degree in November.   

 
In December, Hannah Murray, as a member of the 
Southern Sinfonia, (now being called the Dunedin 
Symphony Orchestra) used her skills, along with other 
members of the orchestra, to help to teach children at St 
Brigid's, Grants Braes and St Hilda's Collegiate Schools on 
their instruments.     
 
We are happy that Kirsten, Florian and Rosalie Beyer have 
returned safely to Dunedin after their overseas travel and 
their experience of being in Paris at the time of the 

shootings in November. 
 
The Blue Christmas service was a wonderful opportunity 
for lots of people to take time out to remember those 
missing from our lives this Christmas and also to be able 
to celebrate the influence they have had on our lives. 
Thanks to Margaret for organising this special event. 
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We report that Frank Bosman died on 12 December.  He 

was "Mr Indoor Bowls" at the church for many years.  You 
will see his name on the honours board in our hall.  He 
won many tournaments, his name being shown firstly as a 
single title winner in 1962. The club was wound up in  
2003. He was a life member of the Otago Indoor Bowls 
Association. His family lived in Farquharson Street. 
 
There was a letter in the Sunday Star Times of 27 
December which captured our attention.  It was headed, 
"Flag symbols". It was written by Gregor Macaulay. There 

is a copy in the parish's scrapbook no. 4.  He also 
contributed the following letter in the Otago Daily Times 
on 15th January under the title of Alcohol.  He wrote: 
"No direct link between alcohol and violence [ODT 
14.1.16]? Yeah, right".    
 
And we noticed that among those who remembered their 
‘fave holiday time’ was Hilary Calvert.  She wrote about 
camping in Ophir, Central Otago. "They walked to 
Omakau for ice creams".  That's a distance of about 2 
miles each way. 
 
Services to prepare and deliver on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day and on Sunday two days later.  That was 
the workload of our minister in that HOLIDAY time. 
 
Have you read the latest newsletter of the Southern 
Presbytery?  There are some interesting items about 
church matters.  One that we noted was the appointment 
of the Rev Alofa Lale as the Stated Supply at Dunedin 
South parish. Alofa worshipped at Opoho during her 

theological training and later was the minister of the 
Otago Peninsula/Anderson's Bay parish when it closed 
down earlier in 2015.   The other serious matter is the fire 
which burnt part of First Church, Invercargill which had 
just been repaired as part of the strengthening. Much has 
been lost including their cross and they are endeavouring 
to find a new one.  In the meantime, they meet in the 
parish hall. 
 



 

6 
 

The Community Advent service which involved the 

churches in the North End gave worshippers the 
opportunity to donate money to the Otago Community 
Hospice.    $245.00 was posted to the hospice and they 
have expressed their thanks for this generosity. 
 
From Time magazine of 30 November on page 52 it 
states, "Democracy is not a solo concert.  It's a choir of 
voices blending to create a beautiful sound.   There is 
discordant note now and then, but even those sounds help 
the rest of us to harmonise".  Something to think on? 

 
Laurie Williams 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet your Neighbour 

We are holding another Meet Your Neighbour morning tea. 
It's been a while since the last one, and the events are 
good for helping build community in Opoho as well as our 
links with the community. 

The date is Saturday 27 February, from 10am to noon, 
and we'll use the Morrison Lounge with spill outside 
and/or to the hall. 

It would be good to have strong representation from the 
church, above those helping with the morning tea, so that 
those coming along have “hosts” to chat to as well as to 

each other. More notices will follow about this. 

Philip Somerville 
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Movie Night 
 

Movie group is having its first showing for the year on 
Thursday 11th February at 7pm. Come to the Somerville's 
39 Grandview Crescent to watch Brother Sun, Sister 
Moon, a Franco Zeffirelli dramatisation of events in the 
life of St. Francis of Assisi from before his conversion 
experience through his audience with the pope, including 
his friendship with St. Clare. Light refreshments included. 
 

 

 

Bible Book a Month Discussions 
 
The Bible Book a Month discussions are underway after 
our summer break and the first books for discussion this 
year are:  

     7.30 pm Thursday 4 February – Judges 
7.30 pm Thursday 10 March – Ruth 

        7.30 pm Thursday 7 April – First Samuel 
 
We meet at 129 Signal Hill Road and everyone is 
welcome, even if you can only make an occasional 
evening or are new to the Bible.  
 
Please read the nominated book for the month beforehand 
if possible. For more information, please ask Margaret the 
minister, John Stenhouse the discussion leader, or Tui 
Bevin, phone 4738677. 
 
Even if you do not come to the discussion evenings, you 
can still join us on our journey of reading the Bible from 

start to finish by reading the nominated book by yourself 
each month. That way you too will end up, after six more 
years, having read the Bible from cover to cover (and you 
can cross it off your bucket list).  
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Sunday School 
 
“Somewhere inside all of us is the power to change the 
world.” Roald Dahl 
 
With Kirsten on leave we are calling on helpers for Sunday 
School.  If you would like to help Andrea and Hannah take 
Sunday School, then please let us or Margaret know. 
 

We're looking forward to seeing old and new friends and 
having another fun year of Sunday School together.   
 

For those people with 0-3 yr olds - feel free to stay in 
church or use the Morrison lounge (where you can hear 
the service through the sound system) with your 
child/children. Help yourself to toys etc.' 
 

Here's the list of what's happening for Sunday school in 
the next wee while. 
 
Term 1 2016  
 
7 February  Communion  Andrea 

14 February  Hannah Valentine’s Day 
21 February  Hannah 
28 February  Andrea 
6 March   Communion, Hannah, Children’s Day 
13 March   Andrea 
20 March   Andrea  Palm Sunday 
27 March   Easter Sunday  
3 April   Communion Hannah 
10 April   Andrea 
17 April   Hannah 

 
Communion weeks will be activities/games in the 
hall/Morrison Lounge and return to join in with 
communion. School holidays and public holidays will be 
activities on the tables at the back of the church. 
 
See you all soon!  
 Andrea, Hannah and Kirsten 
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Coming Up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church 

 
3 February ~ 
Wednesday 

7.30 pm: Christian Development 
Committee meeting  
195 Signal Hill Road 

4 February ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month Discussion. 
Judges.  129 Signal Hill Road 

7 February ~ Sunday 10 am worship with Holy Communion: 
Rev Margaret Garland  

11.30 am: Pastoral Care and Community 
meeting 
Church  

11 February ~ 
Thursday 

7 pm: Movie night. Brother Sun Sister 
Moon 
39 Grandview Crescent 

14 February ~ Sunday 10 am worship: Rev Margaret Garland  
 

17 February ~ 
Wednesday 

6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 
7 pm: Wednesday Worship: C S Lewis 

18 February ~ 
Thursday 

7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge 

20 February ~ 
Saturday 

Deadline for the March “Opoho Signal” 

21 February ~ Sunday 10 am worship: Rev Margaret Garland  
2pm: Communion Service at Ross Home  

24 February ~ 
Wednesday 

2 pm: Fellowship Group in the Morrison 
Lounge 
6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 
7 pm: Wednesday Worship: Rev 

Rutherford Waddell 

27 February ~ 
Saturday 

10 am to 12 noon: Meet Your Neighbour 
morning tea Morrison Lounge 

28 February ~ Sunday 10 am worship: Rev Margaret Garland  
and Music Group 

2 March ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 
7 pm: Wednesday Worship 

3 March ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Night:  
195 Signal Hill Road 
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4 March ~ Friday 7 pm: World Day of Prayer at Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church 

6 March ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion 
Rev Margaret Garland  

9 March ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Light meal in the church 
7 pm: Wednesday Worship 

10 March ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion: 
Ruth 
129 Signal Hill Road 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lectionary Readings For February 
 

7 February  13C Transfiguration …………………………………………… 

Ex 34:29-35 Ps 99 2 Cor 3 12-
4:2 

Lk 9: 28-36, 
(37-43 

10 February  18C Ash Wednesday ………………………………………… 

Joel 2:1-2, 
12-17 or Is 
58: 1-12 

Ps 51: 1-17 2 Cor 5: 
20b-6; 10 

Mt 6:1-6, 16-21 

14 February Lent 1 19C…………………………………………………………… 

Deut 26:1-
11 

Ps 91:1-2, 9-
16 

Rom 10; 8b-
13 

Lk 4:1-13 

21 February Lent 2 20C…………………………………………………………… 

Gen 15:1-12, 
17-18 

Ps 27 Phil 3:17-4:1 Lk 13:31-35 or 
Lk 9:28-36 

28 February Lent 3 21C…………………………………………………………… 

Is 55:1-9 
 

Ps 63:1-8 1Cor 10:1-13 Lk 13:1-9 

6 March Lent 4 22C………………………………………………………………… 

Josh 5: 9-12 Ps 32 2Cor 5: 16-
21 

Lk 15:1-3, 11b-
32 
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Opportunities For Service 
 

 7 Feb 14 Feb 21 Feb 28 Feb 6 Mar 13 Mar 
 

Morning T 
 

Tui B & 
Kirsten 

B 

Abby S 
& Fiona 

S 

Jane 
Bloore & 

Marian 
W 

Somer-
villes 

Munros Jenny B 
& 

Christine 
C 

Door Duty 
 

Gregor 
Mac & 

Matthew 
Ogle 

Somer-
villes 

Abby S, 
Ned S 

Marian 
W, 

Hamish 
S 

Tui B, 
Jane B 

Cunning-
hams 

Readers 

 

Andrew 

S 

Jane 

Bloore 

Jenny 

Bunce 

Bevins Gaynor 

Haig 

Daniel 

Larsen 

Prayers 
 

 Tui 
Bevin 

Kirsten 
Beyer 

Andrew 
Smith  

 Marian 
W 

Music 
 

David Mark Mark Gaynor Music 
Group 

David 

Flowers 

 

Jane 

Bloore 

Jane 

Bloore 

Alison 

Mulder 

Alison 

Mulder 

Judy 

Rodda  

Judy 

Rodda 

Hall 

Cleaning 
 

Daniel 

Larsen 

Daniel 

Larsen 

Gregor 

Mac 

Gregor 

Mac 

Michael 

O 

Michael 

O 

Church 

Cleaning 

Jane 

Bloore 

Jane 

Bloore 

Mulders Mulders Rodda/ 

Hamilton 

Rodda/ 

Hamilton 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please have material for the March newsletter to the 
Editor by 23 February: marian.weaver@clear.net.nz 
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