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Editorial a copy of this is in the Annual Report 2016 

On Saturday 30 July our Parish Council held their annual retreat.  As always 
it was both restorative and challenging, celebratory and extending.    
 

We celebrated all that is Opoho Church and there was much to encourage 
us.  We talked of quiet wisdom and life-long community, of the sound of 

young children and welcoming new people, of energy, peace and 
relationships.  We talked too about the wonderful progress made so far with 

the financial sustainability of the Parish and where we still hope to go.   
 

And then we explored how it is that we, as Christians, as community are to 

continue to be the presence of God in the world.  It is not enough that we 
sit complacent in our faith but that we engage in the work of taking the 

love of God to the people of God in new and engaging ways. 
 

One of the themes that emerged was expressed in the phrase ‘…so that…..’  

- we are the disciples of Christ so that we can be the ministry and mission 

of Christ in this place. 
In other words, we are a church and a people of faith  

…so that we can articulate the Good News of Jesus Christ,  
…so that we can share our faith meaningfully and with confidence, always      

ready to listen and explore 
…so that we can break down unhelpful stereotypes of church 

…so that we can connect with community in relevant ways 
…so that we can offer opportunity to engage with scripture and church 

wherever people are at 
…so that we can overcome our reticence and refrain from  

…so that  - think of what your words might be here. 
 

In the session after lunch we were asked (with the help of Lego and Duplo) 

to respond to the question: ‘What excites us when we think about the future 
of God’s people in Opoho?’ 

 

                
 

Apart from some spectacularly great constructions………..  
there were many thought provoking ideas shared: 

- That the church and community meet in the middle and be comfortable 
in each other’s space 



- We are a bridge, a gateway, the beginning and end, sure of who we 

are, non-conforming, reaching out from an abundance of blessing, 
always alive and moving, having a good ‘indoor/outdoor’ flow 

- We are both altar and manger, the light of God, pragmatist and 
dreamer. 

- Let us be a church that confounds the secular world’s jaundiced view of 
church – a confounding church sharing the disturbing peace of Jesus 

Christ in this community and further. 
 

Thank you, bless you, and may we all be encouraged here in Opoho as we 

continue to be God’s people ministering in this place. 
Margaret Garland 

 
 

“Come & see” - A weekend with Joy Cowley 
 

“Come and see” is the title of a book written by Joy Cowley with 

photographs by her husband, Terry Coles. The book is, as the title suggests, 
an invitation to dive into the stories, poems and metaphors Joy uses to help 

folk connect with the essence of the Gospel stories that they might believe. 
Someone once asked a neighbour who went to church, “What do you 

believe?” The neighbour replied, “I believe what the church believes.” 
“Okay, so what does the church believe?” 

“The church believes what I believe.” 
 

It is impossible to live without beliefs yet often we do not take the time to 
reflect on what we actually believe, so that our beliefs may better inform 

our actions and our living. Over the weekend of the 25th & 26th June just 
over 110 people accepted the invitation to be with Joy Cowley as she took 

us on just such a reflective journey. Folk came from all over Dunedin, and 
we know a group travelled from Waimate. 
 

Joy was introduced to us as “a poet, story teller, woman of faith and just a 
thoroughly lovely person”, all of which is true. What was interesting was 

that Joy replied by saying that she was just a very ordinary person and that 
labels simply did not fit her. And, of course that is also true. We are all so 

much more than any set of labels can encompass but what is important 
here is the awareness that will lead to the realisation of that truth. 

“Come and see” is an invitation to journey to awareness and spiritual 

maturity, a call to every person. 
 

Joy began with an image of the empty well (When the well is empty). 

She invited us to look at our own life experience and start to ask how God 
has been with us in the midst of that unfolding story. She made two 

particularly important points: one to do with appropriate language and the 
second to do with two sacred texts that are essential awareness territory 

for us all. 
 



The point about appropriate language is that while our minds use words, 

our hearts deal with emotions - and therefore use a different language; the 
language of images, metaphors, parable and poetry in particular. The 

concept of “heart” is of course metaphorical, referring as it does to that 
indefinable centre of our being where we are most ourselves and closest to 

God. 
 

The second important point Joy made was that two sacred texts that are 

necessary for us all. The first sacred text, for those of us who are followers 
of the way of Jesus the Christ, is the Bible. The second sacred text is what 

God has written in our lives. The two go together as we dialogue with God 
in prayer. Reflection and awareness walk hand in hand as we respond to 

the call of God to come and see. 
 

The second part of the day was to realise again the journey of “Coming 

home to the undivided self”. Again, reflection leads to awareness, and 

awareness to community and incarnate love, for the end product in a very 
real sense is “service”. William Shakespeare expressed the journey to 

spiritual maturity, which is embodied in a coming home to the undivided 
self, in some words he placed in the mouth of Prince Hamlet: “There is a 

divinity that shapes our ends, rough hew them how we may.” 
 

Thank you to those who planned and organised this event. It was for me 

especially inspiring not only to have Joy with us here in Dunedin 
encouraging us to reach for spiritual awareness but also to witness the 

capacity gathering who responded to the invitation to “come and see”.  
“Come and see!” We did just that and the koha of $1,101 that was placed 

in front of Joy has been given to the Karunai-Illam Children’s Home in 
Nilakottai, Tamil Nadu, South India. (ref. http://www.karunai-illam.org/) 

David Vaughan 
  

Reflections from others who were there: 

“I think the gift I received from the wonderful workshop lead by Joy Cowley 
was that crucifixions can become resurrections – the word crucifixion 

covering the 1, 2, or however many, incredibly painful life / death / loss 
events we each experience. I have really only experienced one and it was 

21 years ago! I have struggled with what to do with it, what can I learn 
from it, how can I put it to rest, how can I hold onto forgiveness -  rather 

than letting it be and eventually celebrating the changes / rejoicing in the 
new. For some crucifixion experiences this may be just too Pollyanna-ish; 

only you will know when you have moved through to some sort of 
resurrection. I am looking now at the aspects of resurrection for me. Thank 

you Joy, and thank you God.” 
 

“What an enormously full weekend, with so many things to absorb and to 
reflect on! During the morning on Saturday, Joy invited each of us to write 

our personal creed… ‘I believe…’ What an invitation! 

http://www.karunai-illam.org/


Immediately I reflected how easy it would be to locate a well-remembered 

sequence of words from my memory-store, possibly re-casting them 
slightly, but in essence relying on what I have been taught. But what Joy 

offered, and suggested, was a space, and an opportunity, to reflect 
prayerfully, and to make a specific statement that was mine. It turns out 

that my creed is a work-in-progress, as I reflect on the second of my sacred 
texts - my life story - in the context of my faith. So for me the ‘Joy Cowley 

weekend’ continues, as I continue to reflect and to pray on what I heard.” 
 

 
Parish Council report 

We wish minister Margaret and also Mike all the very best for a refreshing 

and interesting time away on Margaret's study leave through September 
and October. Special thanks to those taking on extra duties. Graeme Munro 

will be helping out with five of the services and Abby Smith is leading the 

Opoho Environment Festival. I'll be a primary point of contact for anything 
that comes up, with Tui Bevin as a back-up. 
 

It has been really special to formally welcome new people into the parish 
including John and Mary Somerville and Alaina and Colin O'Byrne from 

Coastal Unity as members and Andrea Johnston as an adherent. It is also 
wonderful to continue to see some new faces joining us for worship. 
 

Good to see new power plugs in the minister's office and a spruce up in the 
next room.  The plan is to move the Sunday School into there and have the 

office expanded to include an area for sitting comfortably. 
 

The leadership retreat (held in the Salmond College chapel) was well 

received. Ideas from this will flow in time. 

Progress has been slower than hoped for on a revamp of the heating for 

the hall, and also hopefully the church. But progress is being made and 

design and estimates have been completed. More about this in due course. 

Philip Somerville 

 

 
Study Leave for the Minister 

 
I am taking leave over September and October as a study opportunity to 

look at the role and experience of church music in worship and in our 

personal faith lives. I look forward to sharing all thoughts with you and the 
wider church. Thanks so much to all who have encouraged me already and 

I look forward to further conversations. 
Margaret 

 
 

 



Community News 
 

Cold Weather! On Sunday, 7th August the ground was white with snow 
on the lower levels of our city and slippery on the roads.  Did that deter 27 

people from attending worship at Opoho? NO! So thank you to all of the 
people who went to church. 
 

Music in Worship:  On 14 August we had John Stenhouse [violin/guitar] 
and Kirk Hamilton [guitar] supplying the accompaniment for the hymn 

singing. And it was well done. Thankyou! 
 

Future Event:  On Saturday, 10 September during the day there is a 
workshop on preaching from the Old Testament being held Grants Braes 

Church run by Rev Geoff New of the Knox Centre.  There is a cost of $15.00.  
More information on the Morrison Lounge noticeboard. 
 

General Assembly:  Volunteers are being sought to help with the running 
of the Assembly from 14 to 19 November. Ushers, guides, drivers, 

administration are needed.  Mornings, afternoons and evenings are times 
that have to be covered. The Southern Presbytery P.O, Box 5685 or 

southernpresbytery@xtra.co.nz are points of contact.   There are 
application forms in Morrison Lounge. 
 

2017 Calendar: 12 water colour paintings by Dave Baab on A3 paper are 
available for $25.00 each. Order at lynne.barb@otago.ac.nz.  The profits 

go to Talitha Cumi which is helping girls caught in the sex trade in Angeles 

City in the Phillipines. 
 

History of Synod: For over two years Yvonne Wilkie has been researching 

and writing a history of the Synod of Otago and Southland.   This is to be 
published in time for release at the General Assembly in November.  She 

has concentrated her efforts in the more recent developments of the 
organisation.  A read through reveals an interesting book. 
 

Photo in the ODT.   Did you see the photo of the Rev Alofa Lale and  
Miriam Vollweiler in the photo page on 10th August 2016?   They were  

attending a book launch. 
 

Travel Well!  To Margaret and Mike Garland: we wish you safe journeys,  

good study, impressive sightseeing and a return to us. 
Laurie Williams. 

 

 
 

Soulspace 
The last Soulspace for the year is Sunday 11th September at 7pm. Please 

note this is one week earlier than the usual third Sunday. Come and enjoy 
the special ambience of a warm candlelit church for a time of quiet 

contemplation. Have a go at walking the labyrinth. Ring or email Shona 

for any queries ph 4738862 or 'shonahsomerville@gmail.com')"  

http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email('southernpresbytery%40xtra.co.nz')
http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email('lynne.barb%40otago.ac.nz.')
http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email(%3C!--%20Located%20Email%20Address%20--%3E%3Ca%20href%3D


Movie group 

Come and join movie group at Graeme Munro's 80  Frame St on Thursday 
8th September at 7pm. Ring or email Shona for any queries ph 4738862 

or shonahsomerville@gmail.com. 

 

Council Candidates strut their stuff at Opoho Church 

We're hosting the DCC candidates at the church once again. This is a great 
chance to gain some idea about who to vote for high on the council list or, 

for that matter, who to put way down or leave off altogether. 
 

I've been chairing these for several election cycles, and Pete Strang used 

to do so going back further. They're popular, informative and fun. I'll be 
wearing my silly hats again and, with Andrew Smith's help, be keeping the 

candidates in strict line. Three years ago we only needed to give one 
candidate a 10-minute sin-bin yellow card. 
 

The one large ward now covers the whole city and at the time of writing 

(August 22) I already have a strong number of responses from candidates 
keen not to miss out on the most effective meetings of the election. 

On Sunday, September 18 from 7pm we have candidates with surnames Jo 
to W featuring, with A to Je (that's where the split fell) on Monday, 

September 19. That evening slots in part-way through the Monday nights 
sessions in our Opoho Environmental Festival. Thanks Abby, for fitting this 

in. 
 

We'll finish by 9.10pm sharp, with a 10-minute half time. There will be the 

option for some questions from the floor but I'll be directing quite a bit of 
the evenings. Unlike the festival evenings, there will be no tea and coffee 

but there is a chance to mingle afterwards. 
Philip Somerville 

 

 
 

Autumn – Spring – Autumn - Winter* 
 

When I left home it was autumn and then suddenly in Germany, spring. I 
then flew to  Israel, but when I returned to Germany, the trees that had 

been springing green were already ripening in red. From all that I had done 
since, it seemed too short a time for such change. Then, when I flew home, 

it was spring again. The seasons seemed to have lost their proper 
connections and — I had missed the winter. But winter, not least in 

Dunedin, should not always be missed. For the necessary connection 
between autumn’s red ripeness and the green flowering of spring is winter’s 

invisible growth. 
 

*After overseas flights made by Maurice Andrew       

http://webmail.clear.net.nz/deferrer.html?redirectUrl=javascript%3Apress_email('shonahsomerville%40gmail.com')


The Foot Circle – a photo and an explanation 

 

 
 

"An anthropologist studying the habits and customs of an African tribe 

found himself surrounded by children most days. So he decided to play a 

little game with them. He managed to get candy from the nearest town and 

put it all in a decorated basket. at the foot of a tree. 

 

Then he called the children and suggested they play the game. When the 

anthropologist said "now", the children had to run to the tree and the first 

one to get there could have all the candy to him/herself. 

 

So the children all lined up waiting for the signal. When the anthropologist 

said "now", all of the children took each other by the hand ran together 

towards the tree. They all arrived at the same time divided up the candy, 

sat down and began to happily munch away. 

 

The anthropologist went over to them and asked why they had all run 

together when any one of them could have had the candy all to themselves. 

The children responded: "Ubuntu. How could any one of us be happy if all 

the others were sad?" Ubuntu is a philosophy of African tribes that can be 

summed up as "I am what I am because of who we all are." 

 

Bishop Desmond Tutu gave this explanation in 2008:  

 "One of the sayings in our country is Ubuntu – the essence of being human. 

Ubuntu speaks particularly about the fact that you can't exist as a human 

being in isolation. It speaks about our interconnectedness. You can't be 

human all by yourself, and when you have this quality – Ubuntu – you are 

known for your generosity. We think of ourselves far too frequently as just 

individuals, separated from one another, whereas you are connected and 

what you do affects the whole World. When you do well, it spreads out; it 

is for the whole of humanity." 

 — with Photo Rights: Susan Fassburg of ConnectingDotz.com. 
 



Lectionary Readings for September 

 

September 4 Pentecost 16 55C 

Jer 18: 1-11 Ps 139: 1-6, 
13-18 

Philemon 1: 1-
21 

Luke 14: 25-33 

September 11 Pentecost 17 56C 

Jer 4: 11-12, 
22-28 

Ps 14 1 Tim 1:  
12-17 

Luke 15: 1-10 

September 18 Pentecost 18 57C 

Jer 8: 18-9: 1 Ps79: 1-9 
 

1 Tim 2: 1-7 Luke 16: 1-13 

September 25 Pentecost 19 58C 

Jer 32: 1-3a, 6-
15 

Ps 91: 1-6, 
14-16 

1 Tim 6: 6-19 Luke 16: 19-31 

October 2 Pentecost 20 59C 

Lam 1; 1-6 Ps 37: 1-9 or 
Ps 137 

2 Tim 1: 1-14 Luke 15: 5-10 

 
 

Opoho Environment Festival  
5 September to 10 October 2016 
Monday evenings, 7 pm 
Opoho Presbyterian Church 
Tea and Coffee to follow the Environmental sessions                                                                                                 

 
Monday 5 
September 

Prof Hamish Spencer 
Department of Zoology 

University of Otago 

Conservation in the 
Community 

Monday 12 
September 

Murray and Heidi Rixon, 
Rentahive, Mosgiel 

Joys of Urban Bees 

Monday 26 
September 

Phil Scadden Making a real difference: 
Christian living for a 

sustainable world 

Monday 3 
October 

Prof Abby Smith 
Dept of Marine Science 

University of Otago 

Our Oceans, Our Future 

Monday 10 

October 

Dr Ian Griffin 

Otago Museum 

Stars, Space and Light 

 
 

All Are Welcome 
 
 



Local Body Election Candidates’ Meetings 
7 pm, Opoho Presbyterian Church 

 

Sunday 18 

September 

Philip Somerville, 

Compere 

Meet Your Local Body 

Election Candidates (Jo-Z) 

Monday 19 

September 

Philip Somerville, 

Compere 

Meet Your Local Body 

Election Candidates (A-Je) 

 
 
 

Coming Up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church 

 

1 September ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion 

Second Chronicles, 129 Signal Hill Road 
 

4 September ~ Sunday 10 am: worship with Holy Communion. 

Rev Graeme Munro 

5 September ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival – Conservation in the 
Community Prof. Hamish Spencer 

8 September ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group. 80 Frame St 

11 September ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Abby Smith and friends 
 

7 pm: Soulspace in the Church 

12 September ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival – Joys of Urban Bees 
Murray and Heidi Rixon honey to purchase afterwards 

15 September ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge. Discussion 

night 

18 September ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Graeme Munro 
 

7 pm: Local Body Election Candidates’ Meeting 

19 September ~ Monday 7 pm: Local Body Election Candidates’ Meeting 

20 September ~ Tuesday Deadline for the October “Opoho Signal” 

25 September ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Simon Rae and Music Group 
 

26 September ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival – Making a real 

difference: Christian living for a sustainable world Phil 
Scadden 

28 September 
~Wednesday 

2 pm: Fellowship Group. Morrison Lounge 
Bronwen Strang Guest Speaker 

2 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship for World Communion Sunday. 

Rev Graeme Munro 
 

11.30 am: Pastoral Care Committee in church 



3 October ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival – Our Oceans, Our 

Future Prof Abby Smith 

6 October ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion 

Ezra at 129 Signal Hill Road 
 

9 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Abby Smith  

10 October ~ Monday 7 pm: Environmental Festival – Stars, Space and 

Light Dr Ian Griffin 

13 October  ~ Thursday 7 pm: Movie Group. Details closer to the time 

16 October ~ Sunday 10 am: worship. Rev Graeme Munro 
 

 
 

Opportunities for Service 

 
Rosters for the week leading up to, and including, the Sunday 

 

 

Morning 

Tea 

Door 

Duty 
Reader

s 
Prayers Music Flowers 

Hall 

Cleaning 

Church 

Cleaning 

4 
Sep 

Smith/ 
Spencers 

Cunning-
hams 

Andrew
s 

Marian 
Weaver 

David 
Murray 

Allison 
Mulder 

Bronwen 
Strang 
Chris 

Young 

Christine 
Cleugh 
Fiona 

Stirling 

11 
Sep 

Murrays 
Tui Bevin 
Joseph 

Larsen 

Murrays 
Tertius 
Jacobs 

Mark 
Bevin 

Allison 
Mulder 

Bronwen 

Strang 
Chris 

Young 

Christine 

Cleugh 
Fiona 

Stirling 

18 

Sep 
Cunningha

ms 

Michael 

Ovens 
Andrew 
Smith 

Andrew 
Smith 

Daniel 
Larsen 

Gayno
r Haig 

Shona 
Somervi

lle 

Cunning-
hams 

Gregor 
Macaulay 

25 
Sep 

Somerville
s 

Gregor 
Macaulay 

Matthew 
Ogle  

 

Smith/ 

Spencer
s 

Gregor 

Macaula
y 

Music 
Group 

Shona 

Somervi
lle 

Cunning-
hams 

Gregor 
Macaulay 

2 

Oct 

Bronwen 

Strang 
Marian 
Weaver 

Ned 

Spencer 
John 

Stenhouse 

Somer 
villes 

 
David 
Murray 

Judy 
Rodda 

Michael 
Ovens 

Mulders 

9 
Oct 

Tui Bevin 

Kirsten 
Beyer 

Somerville
s 

Laurie 

William
s 

Andrew 
Smith 

Mark 
Bevin 

Judy 
Rodda 

Michael 
Ovens 

Mulders 

 

Please note: There are some changes above, for September, from the 
roster as originally printed. 



 

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the 

past, with all these activities. 
 

As the year proceeds, please continue to let me know of any dates between 

now and the end of January 2017, when you know you will not be available. 
You can contact me by phone, text or email. 

Andrea Johnston  andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Please have material for the October newsletter to the editor by Weds 21 

September marian.weaver@clear.net.nz;   4730174 

mailto:andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
mailto:marian.weaver@clear.net.nz


 
 

 


