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24 November 2019 – Advent 1 – Holy Communion 
 

Welcome! 
 

Whoever you are, you are welcome here at Opoho Church. 

Whether you come often, haven’t been for a while or you’re new, 

we are glad you are here today.  We are all one in God. 

Everyone here is seeking to know God better, 

and we’re glad you have joined us on this vital quest. 

 

 
 

Offerings of money for the work of this parish, money for the 

Dunedin Night Shelter, and goods for Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank 

may be left in the offering bag, dish, or basket (as appropriate) 

on the trolley near the door, either before or after the service.
 

http://opohochurch.org/


Welcome 
 

Call to Worship based on Psalm 122 

I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 

Our feet are standing within your gate, Holy God. 

As a people that are bound firmly together in your name; 

we come to give thanks to you on this, your holy ground. 
 

As a people who are waiting this Advent for the light of a new world  

made known in the Christ child,  

we say with abundant hope; O come, O come Emmanuel  
 

Hymn please stand as the Bible is carried in and for the first hymn 

18th century, based on the ancient Advent Antiphons WOV 193  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

and ransom captive Israel,  

that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,  

who to thy tribes in Sinai’s height, 

in ancient times did give the law  

in cloud and majesty and awe: 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Key of David, come,  

and open wide our heavenly home;  

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery: 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer  

our spirits by thine advent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  

and death’s dark shadows put to flight: 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope 

….We light the candle 

As we light the candle of hope, 

 we remember the stories  

 of God with us and all people, 

 when life has been hard, 

 and not what we expected. 

 We can trust that God is with us,  

as we wait for hope to be born, anew,  

 in us and in all people. Amen 



Prayer of Confession 

…we sing together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth, as in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.   

Amen, amen. Amen, amen. Amen, amen. Amen, amen.           WOV 676 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

…we are forgiven, we are set free.  Thanks be to God 

 

Community Time – welcome, notices, anniversaries 
 

Birthday greetings today. 

May God bless you we pray. 

Live for Jesus dear [name or friends],  

May he guide you always. 
 

Chat Time 

 

Youth Hymn  please remain standing at the end for the Offertory Prayer. 

Anon., West Indies WOV 232 

 

The Virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

the Virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

the Virgin Mary had a baby boy, 

and they say that his name was Jesus. 

He come from the glory 

he come from the glorious kingdom, 

O yes, believer, he come from the glory, 

he come from the glorious kingdom. 

 

The angels sang when the baby born,  

the angels sang when the baby born,  

the angels sang when the baby born,  

and proclaim him the baby Jesus. 

 

The wise men saw where the baby born, 

the wise men saw where the baby born, 

the wise men saw where the baby born, 

and they say that his name was Jesus. 

Offertory Prayer  

 

Bible Readings   

First Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

People: Thanks be to God 



Gospel Reading Matthew 24:36-44 

Reader: This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

People:  Praise to Christ the Word 

 

Sermon followed by time for reflection 

 

Confession of Faith we sing 

words Malcolm Gordon, Hone te Rire, Margaret Garland, music Malcolm Gordon  

based on the Kupu Whakapono 

 

By the Father of Lights, giving breath to us all, 

from whom every good gift from these open hands fall. 

For the Spirit is sent that the world may know Christ.   

Though the greatest of all, still the least receive life. 

We believe, we belong in the true and living God.   

He iwi kotahi tatou. 

We believe, we belong in a love before all loves; 

this family of God now made known.  We believe. 

 

In Christ we believe, in Christ we confess. 

He’s the bringer of life, the defeater of death. 

He is God of our God. He is flesh of our flesh. 

In Christ we are free, reconciled now to bless. 

He pono te whanau o te Ariki. He iwi kotahi tatou 

He pono te whanau o te aroha,  

te whanau o te Atua.  Whakapono 

 

By the Spirit we see, by the Spirit we’re shown. 

How the Christ dwells with us through the Scripture is known. 

By the Spirit we’re drawn into cruciform love 

with our hands reaching out and our hearts reaching up. 

We believe, we belong in the true and living God.   

He iwi kotahi tatou. 

We believe, we belong in a love before all loves. 

This family of God now made known.  We believe 

 

Welcome young and the old, welcome women and men 

from all iwi and clan and from enemies, friends. 

We are stewards of earth, we are servants of peace 

and we look forward in hope till our joy is complete. 

He pono te whanau o te Ariki. He iwi kotahi tatou 

He pono te whanau o te aroha, te whanau o te Atua.  Whakapono 

 

Membership   Philip and Julie-Ann Fleming 



The Peace   

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou; 

The Peace of Christ be with you all 

A ki a koe anō hoki. And also with you 

we exchange a sign of peace with each other 

 

Holy Communion 

 

Communion Hymn words © Shirley Murray Alleluia Aotearoa 100 

 

Now to your table spread we come, each one, in faith 

that you alone provide the words of life and death: 

in wine and bread, in promised food 

we find your loving heart, O God. 

 

Hands of the world stretch out, your mystery to touch 

in longing to believe a truth beyond our reach, 

to sing in joy, to cry in grief, 

to know your meaning for our life. 

 

Here is our common wealth in sharing what is good, 

as though all humankind around one table stood, 

this bread to break, this wine to taste - 

one people in the name of Christ. 

  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

….And so as Jesus prayed, we too pray  

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to God. 

It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

The prayer continues 

 

….Therefore we gladly join our voices to the song of the Church on earth and in heaven: 

Holy, holy, holy God of power and presence, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of God.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 



Hymn © Colin Gibson AA  114 

 

Out of such sun and air  

what Christ may come,  

shining with new and lovely light  

on our dim and shrouded lives;  

stirring our sleepiness with dreams,  

visions of life beyond compare.   

Out of this sun and air  

come, Christ, however you will come. 

 

Out of such cloud and mist  

what Christ may come,  

blurring the clear and simple lines  

of our settled scheme of things;  

calling on faith and hope and trust,  

daring to danger, trial and risk.   

Out of this cloud and mist  

come, Christ, however you will come. 

 

Out of such sudden storm  

what Christ may come,  

sweeping across the startled sky  

of our calm and peaceful ways;  

driving with tempest winds of change,  

testing with tumult and reform.  

Out of this sudden storm  

come, Christ, however you will come. 

 

Commissioning   

….Let us go in peace. 

We go in the name of Christ. 

 

Benediction 

… now and always.   [Sung] Amen 

 

Use of all music from sources other than With One Voice 

is licensed under the copyright licence CCLI 239741. 

 

It is good to have you worshipping with us today. 

Everyone is welcome to stay for morning tea 

in the Morrison Lounge and/or Hall after the service – 

through the door at the back of the church.  



Today’s service was brought to you by 

Leading the Service: Margaret Garland 

Door Duty: Gregor Macaulay and Benjamin Thew   Music: David Murray    

Readings: Andrea Johnston   Flowers: Fiona Stirling 

Morning Tea: Marian Weaver and Christine Cleugh 

Church Cleaning: Fiona Stirling   Hall Cleaning: Benjamin Thew    

 

Opportunities for Ministry Week Ending 8 December   

Door Duty: Mary and John Somerville   Music: Mark Bevin   Readings: Christine Cleugh   

Flowers: Fiona Stirling   Morning Tea: Abby Smith and Hamish Spencer 

Church Cleaning: Fiona Stirling   Hall Cleaning: Benjamin Thew    

 

Parish Clerk: Tui Bevin 473 8677 mark.bevin@gmail.com 

Minister: The Rev. Margaret Garland 395 6129  

 marg.garland@gmail.com 027 757 2367   

 

Keeping in Touch 

Parish directories with contact details of parishioners are available on the back pew. Please take 

one if you need it. If you would like to be emailed about church news and coming events, please 

give your email address to the minister, Margaret, or email her at marg.garland@gmail.com  

 

University events – information about upcoming lectures and other events at or associated with 

the University is available in the Morrison Lounge (see the noticeboard and/or leaflets to take 

home). 

 

           Movies for Teens is an initiative of Presbyterian Support Otago to help 

vulnerable teens from families facing financial hardship to go to the 

movies.  Your $10 donation will help a young person join in 

when invited out by friends, or even initiate a movie outing in the 

holidays. Social workers have said that “in families facing 

financial hardship, teenagers often feel left out of the Christmas 

festivities, with attention focused on younger siblings” and “we 

have seen social empowerment and inclusion as teenagers are 

getting entry into all those conversations that happen after the holidays about 

the latest blockbuster”.  To make a donation, go to givealittle.co.nz/cause/movies-for-teens-

2019 

 

Presbyterian Support Food Bank 

The Christmas and summer holiday period is always a busy time for the 

Food Bank, so please give thought to giving a few items – standard 

grocery items and/or special seasonal treats.   

Tinned or dry goods only please –  

nothing frozen or perishable.   

 

http://gmail.com/


Any changes or additions to events listed in the Opoho Signal will be posted as they are 

known on the website at http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/ 

 

Diary of Coming Events 
1 December ~ Sunday 11.30 a.m.: Pastoral Care and Community Committee meeting in 

the Minister’s Study 
4 December ~ Wednesday 7.30 p.m.: Christian Development Committee, the Morrison 

Lounge 
5 December ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month, Galatians, 129 Signal Hill 

Road 
7 December ~ Saturday 10.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.: Christmas Craft Fair in the Church Hall 
8 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland, Advent 2, Family 

Service  

11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.: Christmas Craft Fair in the Church Hall  
12 December ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group in the Morrison Lounge. 

7.30 p.m. Parish Council (with dessert), 195 Signal Hill Road    
15 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland, Advent 3 

2 p.m. Ross Home service, Mary Somerville 
22 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland with Music Group, 

Advent 4, The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
24 December ~ Tuesday 11.30 p.m.:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, the Rev. 

Margaret Garland     
25 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Christmas Day service, Mary Somerville  
29 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.:  Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 
5 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship with Holy Communion, the Rev. Margaret 

Garland  
12 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland  
19 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland  
20 January ~ Monday February Opoho Signal deadline 
25 January ~ Saturday 6 p.m.: Parish pot luck dinner in church hall – farewell for 

Margaret and Mike Garland 
26 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship with Music Group, the Rev. Margaret Garland  
2 February ~ Sunday  10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Graeme Munro, Holy Communion  

11.30 a.m.: Pastoral Care and Community Committee, Minister’s 

Study 
9 February ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, Marian Weaver, with John Roxborogh preaching 

12 February ~ Wednesday 6.30 p.m.: Psalm Writing with takeaways, 129 Signal Hill Road 
13 February ~ Thursday 7 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month, Ephesians, 129 Signal Hill Road  
 

 

http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/

