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24 January 2021 – Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Welcome! 
 

Whoever you are, you are welcome here at Opoho Church. 

Whether you come often, haven’t been for a while or you’re new, 

we are glad you are here today.  We are all one in God. 

Everyone here is seeking to know God better, 

and we’re glad you have joined us on this vital quest. 

 

 
Jonah Thrown to the Whale (c.1582) by Johannes Sadeler I (1550-1600, Flemish) 

 

Offerings of money for the work of this parish, money for the 

Dunedin Night Shelter, and goods for Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank, 

may be left in the offering bag, dish, or basket (as appropriate) 

on the trolley near the door, either before or after the service. 
 

Please consult the worship leader 

before taking photographs or other recordings during a service, 

in accordance with the church media policy displayed in the Morrison Lounge. 

http://opohochurch.org/


Call to Worship (Psalm 62:5-8) 

Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou. May God be with you: 

Ma Ihowa koe e manaaki. May God bless you. 

Wait calmly for God alone, my soul; 

for my hope is from the LORD. 

Only God is my safe place; 

my strong place from which I cannot be shaken. 

My welfare and worth depend on God, my strong rock; 

my refuge is in God. 

Trust always in God, O people, 

pour out your joys and your sorrows before the LORD; 

God is our refuge!  
 

We sing words Timothy Rees (alt.), tune Abbot’s Leigh WOV 93 
  

God is love: let heaven adore now. 

God is love: let earth rejoice. 

Let creation sing its praises  

and exalt God with one voice. 

God who laid the earth’s foundation, 

God who spread the heavens above, 

God who breathes through all creation: 

God is love, eternal love. 
 

God is love, and is enfolding 

all the world in one embrace;  

with unfailing grasp is holding 

every child of every race. 

And when human hearts are breaking 

under sorrow’s iron rod, 

then they find that selfsame aching 

deep within the heart of God. 
 

God is love: and though with blindness 

sin afflicts the souls of all, 

God’s eternal loving kindness 

holds and guides us when we fall. 

Sin and death and hell shall never  

o’er us final triumph gain. 

God is love, so love for ever 

o’er the universe must reign. 



We pray 

 

Sharing the peace of Christ 

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Karaiti kia koutou:  

the peace of Christ be with you: 

A ki a koe ano hoki: and also with you.  

We exchange a sign of peace with each other. 

 

Community Time – welcome, notices, anniversaries 

                                         Birthday greetings today. 

                                         May God bless you we pray. 

                                         Live for Jesus dear [name or friends] 

                                         May he guide you always. 

 

Chat Time  

 

Offering song words Shirley Murray, tune Talavera Terrace AA 127 

 

Take my gifts and let me love you,  

God who first of all loved me,  

gave me light and food and shelter,  

gave me life and set me free.  

Now, because your love has touched me,  

I have love to give away;  

now the bread of love is rising,  

loaves of love to multiply!  

Take the fruit that I have gathered  

from the tree your Spirit sowed,  

Harvest of your own compassion,  

juice that makes the wine of God;  

Spiced with humour, laced with  

                                          laughter –   

flavour of the Jesus life,  

tang of risk and new adventure,  

taste and zest beyond belief.  

  

Take whatever I can offer –  

gifts that I have yet to find,  

skills that I am slow to sharpen,  

talents of the hand and mind,  

Things made beautiful for others  

in the place where I must be:  

take my gifts and let me love you,  

God who first of all loved me.  

Prayer of dedication 

 



THE STORY OF JONAH 
 

Jonah 1:1-3 

 

Reflection 

 

Jonah 1:4-16 (read responsively) 

But the Lord sent a strong wind on the sea, and the storm was so violent that the ship 

was in danger of breaking up.  

The sailors were terrified and cried out for help, each one to his own god. Then, 

in order to lessen the danger, they threw the cargo overboard.  

Meanwhile, Jonah had gone below and was lying in the ship’s hold, sound asleep.  

The captain found him there. “What are you doing asleep? Get up and pray to your 

god for help. Maybe he will feel sorry for us and spare our lives.”  

The sailors said to each other, “Let’s draw lots and find out who is to blame for 

getting us into this danger.” They did so, and Jonah’s name was drawn. “Now, 

then, tell us! Who is to blame for this? What are you doing here? What country 

do you come from? What is your nationality?”  

“I am a Hebrew, I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made land and sea. I 

was running away from the Lord.  

The sailors were terrified. “That was an awful thing to do!”  

The storm was getting worse all the time.  

“What should we do to you to stop the storm?”  

“Throw me into the sea, and it will calm down. I know it is my fault that you are 

caught in this violent storm.”  

Instead, the sailors tried to get the ship to shore, rowing with all their might. But the 

storm was becoming worse and worse, and they got nowhere.   

So they cried out to the Lord, “O Lord, we pray, don’t punish us with death for 

taking this man’s life! You, O Lord, are responsible for all this; it is your doing.” 

Then they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea, and it calmed down at once.  

This made the sailors so afraid of the Lord that they offered a sacrifice and promised 

to serve him.  At the Lord’s command a large fish swallowed Jonah. 

 

We pray – a prayer of confession 

 

Jonah 2 (read responsively) 

In my distress, O Lord, I called to you, and you answered me.  

From deep in the world of the dead I cried for help, and you heard me.  



You threw me down into the depths, to the very bottom of the sea, where the waters 

were all around me, and all your mighty waves rolled over me.  

I thought I had been banished from your presence  

and would never see your holy Temple again.  

The water came over me and choked me;  

the sea covered me completely, and seaweed wrapped around my head.  

I went down to the very roots of the mountains, into the land whose gates lock shut 

forever.  

But you, O Lord my God, brought me back from the depths alive.  

When I felt my life slipping away,  

then, O Lord, I prayed to you,  

and in your holy Temple you heard me.  

Those who worship worthless idols  

have abandoned their loyalty to you.  

But I will sing praises to you; I will offer you a sacrifice and do what I have 

promised. Salvation comes from the Lord! 

 

We sing  

words Frederick William Faber (alt.), tune Omni Die WOV 72(i) 
 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 

like the wideness of the sea; 

there’s a kindness in his justice 

which is more than liberty. 

 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 

are more keenly felt than heaven: 

there is no place where earth’s failings 

have such gracious judgement given. 

 

For the love of God is broader 

than the measure of our mind; 

and the heart of the eternal 

is most wonderfully kind. 

 

If our love were but more simple, 

we should take him at his word; 

and our lives would be illumined, 

by the glory of the Lord. 



Jonah 3:1-10 (read responsively) 

Then the Lord ordered the fish to spit Jonah up on the beach, and it did. Once again 

the Lord spoke to Jonah. He said, “Go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to the 

people the message I have given you.”  

So Jonah obeyed the Lord and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it took three days 

to walk through it. Jonah started through the city, and after walking a whole day, he 

proclaimed, “In forty days Nineveh will be overthrown!”  

The people of Nineveh believed God. So they decided that everyone should fast, 

and all the people, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth to show that 

they had repented.  

When the king of Nineveh heard about it, he got up from his throne, took off his robe, 

put on sackcloth, and sat down in ashes. He sent out a proclamation to the people of 

Nineveh:  

“This is an order from the king and his officials: No one is to eat anything; all 

persons, cattle, and sheep are forbidden to eat or drink. All persons and animals must 

wear sackcloth. Everyone must pray earnestly to God and must give up their wicked 

behavior and their evil actions. Perhaps God will change God’s mind; perhaps God 

will stop being angry, and we will not die!” 

God saw what they did; God saw that they had given up their wicked behaviour. So 

God changed his mind and did not punish them as God had said he would.   

 

Reflection 

 

Jonah 4:1-10 

 

Reflection 

 

A time of silence 

 

We pray for others and ourselves 

 

We sing  

words Thomas H. Troeger, tune Kingsfold WOV 500 

 

A spendthrift lover is the Lord who never counts the cost 

or asks if heaven can afford to woo a world that’s lost. 

Our lover tosses coins of gold across the midnight skies,  

and stokes the sun against the cold to warm us when we rise. 

 



Still more is spent in blood and tears to win the human heart,  

to overcome the violent fears that drive a world apart.  

Behold the bruised and thorn-crowned face of one who bears our scars, 

and emptied out the wealth of grace that’s hinted by the stars. 

 

How shall we love this heart-strong God who gives us everything,  

whose ways to us are strange and odd: what can we give or bring? 

Acceptance of the matchless gift is gift enough to give. 

The very act will shake and shift the way we love and live. 

 

Benediction (said together): 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and forever. (sung threefold Amen) 

 

Use of all music from sources other than With One Voice 

is licensed under the copyright licence CCLI 239741. 

 

It is good to have you worshipping with us today. 

Everyone is welcome to stay for morning tea 

in the Morrison Lounge and/or Hall after the service – 

through the door at the back of the church.  

 

Today’s service was brought to you by 

Leading the Service: The Rev. Anne Thomson 

Door Duty: Jenny Bunce and Mark Ranby   Music: David Murray 

Readings: Hamish Spencer and Gregor Macaulay   Prayers: Abby Smith    

Flowers: Fiona Stirling   Morning Tea: Jane Bloore and Bronwen Strang 

Church Cleaning: Fiona Stirling   Hall Cleaning: Meegan Cloughley 

 

Opportunities for Ministry Week Ending 31 January 

Door Duty: Philip and Shona Somerville   Music: Music Group 

Readings: Jenny Bunce   Prayers: Benjamin Thew   Flowers: Fiona Stirling    

Morning Tea: Abby Smith and Hamish Spencer 

Church Cleaning: Fiona Stirling   Hall Cleaning: Meegan Cloughley 

 

Acting Parish Clerk: Philip Somerville 473 886 psomer39@gmail.com 

Interim Moderator: The Rev. Ed Masters 027 637 9818 

 



Keeping in Touch 

Parish directories with contact details of parishioners are available on the back pew. 

Please take one if you need it. If you would like to be emailed about church news and 

coming events, please give your email address to the Acting Parish Clerk, Philip 

Somerville, or email him at psomer39@gmail.com  
 

Any changes or additions to events listed in the Opoho Signal will be posted as they 

are known on the website at http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/ 
 

Diary of Coming Events 

31 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Professor Murray Rae 

4 February ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month: James, 129 Signal 

Hill Road 

7 February ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Graeme Munro, 

Communion 

11 February ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group, Morrison Lounge 

14 February ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Professor Paul Trebilco 

18 February ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison Lounge 

21 February ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, preacher TBC  

28 February ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Anne Thomson  

4 March ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month: 1 Peter, 129 

Signal Hill Road 

5 March ~ Friday World Day of Prayer – details TBC 

7 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Graeme Munro, 

Communion 

14 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, a service of hymns selected by 

Parish Councillors  

18 March ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Parish Council, Morrison Lounge 

21 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, The Christian Year, Gregor 

Macaulay  

28 March ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Anne Thomson, Harvest 

Thanksgiving   
 

 

mailto:psomer39@gmail.com
http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/

