
Prayer for Others and Ourselves 
 
Living God, this is your world and we are your people, and we believe you 
hear our prayers. 
We pray for the islands of Vanuatu, Fiji and Tonga  
as they clean up after the wreckage left by Cyclone Harold.  
We pray that help and supplies  
will get through to the communities that most need it. 
And we pray especially that this natural disaster will not be a conduit 
for the spread of Covid 19. 
 
We pray for people around the world  
struggling with the dramatic change and loss 
that is occurring due to a tiny virus. 
We pray for good sense and strength  
for the political leaders tasked to steer their countries through this. 
For the scientists working on responses to the virus  
we pray for insight, resourcefulness,  
and openness and access to important information. 
 
Here at home we pray for the families who have lost loved ones 
during the lockdown, 
who, on top of the normal grief at times like this, have had to cope 
with the grief of not being able to be with the person in their last days, 
(if they were in a different bubble), and not being able to hold a funeral. 
We pray for families of those  
who have been hospitalised because of the Covid 19 virus. 
We pray for strength and resilience for them and for their loved ones. 
 
And on this Anzac Day weekend we pray for those in our defence forces 
and thank you for their dedication and service.  
We pray for those who serve as military chaplains. 
Give them wisdom, honesty and courage. 
We remember those who have died serving this country 
and the gaps they left in families, workplaces and among their friends. 
We remember those whose lives  
were forever changed because of their war service, 
who carried, and carry, wounds, visible and hidden, 
and for the families affected by that. 
 
We bring to you those, whom we know, who are on their own over the 
lockdown. 
May they know your companionship and peace. 
Hold us and those who are dear to us, 
we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen  
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