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The Lord is Risen!
Kirk’s “Recollection” is from Easter 1992, in Algiers, New Orleans
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April Editorial

Recollections of Easter
Finland, 2013
On Easter Sunday 2013 Helen and I attended the Swedish speaking service
at the Porvoo Lutheran Cathedral in Finland, part of which dates back to the
late 13th century. Since that time the cathedral has been destroyed by
Danish pirates in 1508, burned in Russian attacks three times, burned to the
ground in the Great Northern War, bombed in 1941 and then suffered an
arson attack in 2006 ~ and each time it has been rebuilt.

We cautiously walked up the small hill to the Cathedral on slippery, icy,
cobblestone roads and paths surrounded by mounds of frozen snow. We
understood very little of what was said, but enjoyed their music group which
was remarkably similar to our OPC Music Group back home. It had a variety
of ages and instruments and even played some familiar tunes. However,
even without understanding anything, you could still get the Easter message
as the stole on the back of the woman minister was adorned with a large
cross with a big red heart over top of it. Oh how I wished I had been able to
photograph it.

As we left the service everyone in the congregation was given a daffodil to
take out into the icy, blue sky, spring day.

Tui Bevin

On the Kepler Track
In my past life, before James, before Rosalie and before Florian, Helen and I
had lots of lovely sister holidays together. One Easter weekend we walked
the Kepler track in Te Anau - backwards... The highlight was waking up at
Luxmore Hut on our last morning - Easter Sunday - and seeing the sun rise
over the lake and mountains. As we only had to wander down the hill back to
Te Anau, we enjoyed a slow start as all the other trampers headed off. We
spent a long time in our sleeping bags on the frosty deck watching the clouds
rolling away to reveal golden skies and stunning views for miles.

Kirsten Beyer
Easter Camps
From the age of 15, the minimum age allowed, Easter for me meant Easter
Camp at Tirohanga. At that time, ordinary church services held little
attraction for young people like me, but Easter Camp was different. From
early registration (to ensure you got a place) to the “camp reunion service”
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the week after Easter, it was all on - amazing singing of real songs with
spontaneous harmony; inspiring addresses from a key note speaker; small
study groups; lots of activities; new friends; descending en masse to the North
Taieri Church on Easter Sunday.

Jenny Bunce
Easter 1968
Every Easter my thoughts turn to events of Holy Week and the Wednesday in
particular.

The time that has poignant memories for me is Easter week 1968. Easter
Sunday that year was the 14th April and some of you may recall the events of
Wednesday 10th – the day now known as 'Wahine Day'. That week, and that
day in particular, are etched in the memory of many because of the huge
storm that struck central NZ and Wellington in particular! The overnight ferry
sailing from Lyttelton to Wellington was left floundering without power and
drifting onto Barrett Reef at the Wellington Harbour entrance, before listing
over and sinking with the loss of 51 lives. I had good friends from Canterbury
University who were on board, travelling up to Hamilton where Waikato
University were hosting the Easter Tournament. Fortunately all survived!

Christchurch that day was also feeling the brunt of the storm, so my father said
he would give me a lift to Varsity for my lectures. He dropped me off outside
the University town site and I said goodbye to him. That was the last time I
saw him. About half an hour later he suffered a massive heart attack, was
rushed to Christchurch Hospital and died just after arrival. His funeral was on
Easter Saturday, April 13th.

For a young man of just 19 ½  it was both a shock and a tremendous feeling of
loss, and something that took a long time to get over - most of the rest of 1968
is a blur.

So, even though the date of his death is 10 April 1968, Easter week is for me
always tinged with personal sadness. I have always regretted that neither
Margaret nor our girls met him but I have always endeavoured to share my
memories of Dad with them.

Mike Garland
A Blast from the Past – Easter 1992
Wow, when Andrea asked the congregation to remember about past Easters
and share experiences, I thought what might I share? Then Judy reminded me
of an Easter that occurred 25 years ago! How times fly! This was BC - before
children.
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Judy and I were living in New Orleans and were members of the Woodland
Presbyterian Church (WPC). That Church had a long tradition, for over 20
years, of presenting an ‘Easter Tableau’ for the local community. If you are not
familiar with a Tableau, I quote Dr Google “…a group of actors or motionless
figures representing a scene (no dialogue) from a story or from history…”.
Before we became members of WPC, the Church had decided to change and
recreate the last week of Jesus’ life as a dramatic performance - a play.

So, what does this have to do with Kirk, you ask yourself? Well, I was asked to
be the Co-Producer and the Assistant Director of the production! I had no
experience in drama and never acted, but I have always loved the ‘behind-the-
scenes’ of performance. I immediately became immersed in my double roles.
Additionally, I was asked to be the stage manager. The real work began in
earnest in early February, with weekly meetings, script writing (of course, you
know the storyline - I brought some humour in during rehearsals!) set design
and construction, lighting design, and the casting of the actors (all from our
Church). There were many rehearsals on weekends and lots of evenings
during the weeks until the final dress rehearsals in the week prior to Easter
week.

The entire cast and crew were members of the congregation - actors, crew,
construction, painting, music, costume, make-up, sounds, lighting - nearly 100
folk were involved! This was a fantastic community event that brought the
entire congregation together - for better or worse as the excitement and
tension built through the months leading up to Opening Night! The audiences
(“sell out” crowds, though the performances were free!) had a fantastic
experience, and everyone involved on the stage and behind the scenes had
the time of their lives. I had a tremendous time, learned a lot about myself and
enjoyed the experience with our Church family (very similar to here at Opoho)!

I also managed to bribe my University 4th physiology students to attend the
performances, with 5 extra points on their upcoming test…! That worked and
my students had a marvellous time, as well. A win – win all round, and all in
the name of God’s Son, Jesus!

Happy Easter!

Kirk Hamilton
Three years of the ‘St Matthew Passion’
As very grown-up 4th-formers, a friend and I went along to the Wellington
Town Hall on Saturday 21st March 1964, to hear a performance of the
“Passion of Our Lord according to St Matthew”. An on-line search tells me that
the choir was the Wellington Harmonic Society (later to become the Bach
Choir). The soloists included the Rev Charles Naylor.
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A year later our family had just arrived in London, en route to Glasgow. We
visited St Paul’s Cathedral late in the afternoon of Wednesday 14th April 1965,
and realised that a performance of the “St Matthew Passion” was to begin
within a few minutes. Naturally I stayed on! The only available seat, by then,
was behind the choir, which meant the sound was not brilliant. Nevertheless I
was very impressed by the beautiful voices of the young boys in the choir.

Easter 1966 saw us well ensconced in Glasgow, and attending worship
regularly at the High Kirk of Glasgow, Glasgow Cathedral. To my delight, the
Cathedral choir sang the “St Matthew Passion” that year. On Wednesday 6th

April, I heard my third “St Matthew Passion” in a row, in a third country.

Andrea Johnston
My worst Easter experience - and my best.
In 1977 while we were in the UK for John’s post graduate study, we were on
holiday in England and decided to go to Guildford Baptist church for the Easter
Sunday service. David Pawson, a famous Evangelical and prolific writer, was
the pastor and we knew that he had a thriving congregation.

First difficulty: I wanted our two girls aged 3 and 5 to go to the same Sunday
School class, being a bit shy in a strange place. This was against their policy,
so the three year old came into church with us.

Looking forward to rousing Easter hymns and an inspirational sermon, I spent
the whole service feeling stunned, as Easter wasn’t even mentioned!
Unfortunately I have recalled this service every Easter since.

My best Easter experiences have been the Easter Sunday sunrise services on
Mt Cargill. Long may this very positive tradition continue!

Jenny Roxborogh
Way back when… 19th Century NZ
John Roxborogh suggested Ali Clarke’s book “Holiday Seasons” as a gold-
mine of material, analysis and photographs of how Presbyterians long defined
themselves against Anglicans and Catholics by having nothing to do with
Christmas and Easter. Ali was delighted to give permission to quote from her
book:

“Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Baptists did not recognise Easter as a
religious holiday during the nineteenth century. The NZ Presbyterian paper,
the Outlook, explained their thinking in 1899:

We do not observe Good Friday as a holy day. We go on the footing that it
is exceedingly dangerous to invent religious rites or observe holy days
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other than those which the divine word has prescribed… In order that we
may avoid all impious scandal it is well to remember not only on Good
Friday but on all the days that the Son of God died for our sins on the
cursed tree."

Clarke, Alison, Holiday Seasons: Christmas, New Year and Easter in
Nineteenth Century New Zealand, Auckland University Press, 2007, P. 129

Easter 1974
It’s 8 a. m. and already very hot and we are here in this dusty old school
classroom where the Bandung congregation of the Karo Batak Protestant
Church hold their church services. It is Good Friday, a public holiday in
Indonesia, and the large congregation made up of students and young
families are celebrating Easter with a regular service, followed by a special
communion service. Women and children are sitting on one side and men and
boys on the other. The elders sit in front of the men and face the
congregation. The regular service begins but it is in Karonese language not
Indonesian so I can’t understand most of it but am glad to join in singing the
hymns. The children go out to Sunday school during the sermon and after an
hour the service is finished.

Now the second service of communion is about to begin. It is a very special
occasion held very infrequently. The tables are moved into the shape of the
cross and we sit around with women on one side and men the other. After
another full service the Communion begins and the loaf of bread is passed
and shared around this long table, followed by the shared cup of wine. For
most of the people here bread and wine are a foreign taste so it’s quite an
occasion for them. For me too it is special for I have never experienced a
communion service like this one before.

At the close of the service the seats and tables are returned to their normal
places. Adults and then the children are given the left over wine and bread to
finish up. Five year old Katherine reports that the boys said the wine was too
sour and she was too scared to try it!

Marion Rae
Easter 1975
University chaplaincy in a Muslim majority society means getting out and
meeting people; there is no equivalent to western professional ‘clergy’, so the
three kiwi chaplains in Bandung all taught in the universities.

When a group of 30 young lecturers preparing for overseas study asked me to
help them ‘upgrade’ their academic English I agreed – we met in the siesta
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time, on Fridays, and on their home turf, the Student Centre on the campus of
the university mosque.

Each week I assigned one person to present an account of their work, in
English, which we then discussed in some detail.  It was good for inter-
disciplinary understanding and a fascinating insight for me into the diversity of
a major Asian university.

We were going along well until suddenly, approaching Easter 1975, the class
rebelled: “Soon it will be Easter”, they said. “We want you to tell us in English
what Easter is for Christians, and we will discuss that!”  So there I was, on the
campus of the Salman mosque, one of the intellectual power-houses of
Indonesian Islam, talking about Easter, one of the few events in the life of
Jesus about which there is almost total disagreement.  I wish I had known
more at that time of Muslim belief about Isa ibn Mariam (Jesus the Son of
Mary) but I recall a positive and friendly discussion in a group of academics
who, as they said, “really want to know”.

It was an opportunity that couldn’t have been engineered (at least from my
side) and a sign of the openness of the 1970s, which we seem to have lost.

Simon Rae
Note: Simon has put a copy of his translation of a Dutch study of The Jesus
Verses of the Qur’an by Karel Steenbrink on the book shelf in the Morrison
Lounge.

Easter in New England
Where I grew up it was pretty much still winter at Easter. I can remember
walking to church in my best dress and my shiny shoes through snow. Our
church was austere, white with a sharp black spire, and in the snow with only
bare tree branches nearby you almost thought you could be in a black-and-
white photo. But on Easter, the steps up to the church door were lined with
Geraniums. Mostly red, some pink. It was almost shocking, after the long
winter, to smell fresh leaves and feel soft petals. At the end of the service,
every child was given her Very Own Geranium to take home. We carried
home the precious cargo – kept it alive for a while on the kitchen windowsill.
And the flowers seemed to say to us: Spring is coming!

Abby Smith
Easter Camps
After I met Val, I became a member of United Congregational Church in
Albany Street. Young folk from the Congregational churches travelled to
Winchester, South Canterbury for Easter camps in the local primary school
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(which is still in use). The girls stayed in the school while the boys were in a
farmer’s barn in the camping ground over the fence. Young folk came from
other Dunedin Congregational churches, from Timaru and from Christchurch.
On Easter Thursday Dunedin people went on the late night train which left
Dunedin about 10 pm, and arrived at Winchester or Orari at 3 am. Someone
was always there to meet us, which must have been hard for the organisers
but we were young and thought that that was the norm!

On one occasion, the girls were up early one morning, and ran a stick along
the corrugated tin of the farmer's barn. You can imagine how loud that
sounded on the inside. Revenge was sought and mildly obtained.

We had services of worship in the fresh air. I don't remember seeing any rain.
We sang hymns and listened to sermons. We helped to prepare the meals on
a rotating basis. We slept in our sleeping bags on straw bases.

Our minister was the Rev Ian Gordon who drove up in his Morris 8. One day it
was found mysteriously wedged in behind a water trough, and the only way to
move it was by it being ‘man handled’ back out.

On the final night we had a concert around the campfire, which regularly
lasted until at least two in the morning. One serious event was the time when
someone poured petrol on the fire and the fumes caught fire and swept
around the group. No one was hurt but it was scary.

On Monday afternoon we sadly said farewell to our friends and caught the
train back to Dunedin. We had a reunion at Moray Place Church a fortnight
later.

Laurie Williams
Many many thanks for all these recollections, and also to those folk who
shared stories which they eventually decided not to include for publication.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Parish Council Report
We offer our sympathies to Mike and Margaret Garland as Mike’s brother,
Phil, died unexpectedly, recently. Phil Garland lived in Te Aroha and was
one of New Zealand's true musical treasures, a respected folklorist and a
musical balladeer who recorded 17 albums. His mission for over 30 years
has been to gather and preserve for posterity, the songs and stories of New
Zealand, and he received a Queen’s Services Medal for service to New
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Zealand folk music in 2014. Please remember Mike, Margaret, and the wider
Garland family and friends in your prayers.

Parish Council meets monthly and meetings alternately focus on
predominantly business items, and issues requiring wider discussion. The
March meeting was a discussion meeting and our main focus was a
document about a proposal to restructure the Synod of Otago and Southland,
and the Southern Presbytery, by forming a single entity. Many questions and
issues were raised and we will address this again before we can decide on
our parish’s response.

We very briefly touched on the fact that 2017 is the 500th anniversary of
Martin Luther’s 95 theses that began the Reformation. The university is
holding a significant series of open lectures from March to May entitled
“Luther after 500 years: The ‘Tragic Necessity’ of the Reformation”. Two
members of Opoho Church, John Roxborogh and John Stenhouse will be
presenting lectures. For further information see http://www.otago.ac.nz/
theology/news/reformation.html

The Annual Meeting of the Synod of Otago and Southland will be held in
Invercargill on 21-22 April. Margaret Garland and Andrew Smith will attend
along with a commissioner from Opoho. Please remember Synod in your
prayers.

Our Sunday worship on 12 March was enhanced by the intriguing singing of
psalm 23 in Gaelic. Gaelic psalm singing seems to be a very inclusive type of
group singing and it was the first time either Margaret Garland or Philip
Somerville had ever sung in a choir. Thank you to all who participated and
especially Professor Catriona Parsons for leading the group and her
explanatory words during the service. Margaret has a digital video recording
of Catriona’s introduction and the singing of the 23rd psalm. If you are
interested in this, please contact Margaret.

There is plenty happening at the moment with the Lenten Wednesday
Worship services, the Albert Moore Memorial Lectures and the Luther after
500 Years Lectures, not forgetting the upcoming art exhibition opening at the
end of April and the parish fair on May 6th. We hope that you are able to
attend some of these events.

Tui Bevin

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Opportunities   for   Service
For the week leading up to, and including, Sunday:

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities; to Miriam Vollweiler, who
throughout the year; to Simon Rae, who has been putting the rubbish out for collection every Monday for many years; and to Jo
taken over from Simon.

Morning Tea Door Duty Readers Prayers Music

2-Apr Tui Bevin
Kirsten Beyer

Daniel Larsen
John Somerville Andrew Smith — David Murray

9-Apr Rodda /
Hamilton

Marian Weaver
Jane Bloore Matthew Ogle Andrea

Johnston Mark Bevin

16-Apr Jane Bloore
Tony Parry

John Stenhouse
Ned Spencer

David
Vaughan — Gaynor Haig

23-Apr Cunninghams Mike Garland
Gregor Macaulay

Christine
Cleugh Kirsten Beyer Mark Bevin

30-Apr Shona & Philip
Somerville

Andrew Smith
Hamish Spencer Matthew Ogle Retha van

Wyk Music Group

7-May Jane Bloore
Jenny Bunce

Michael Ovens
John Stenhouse Jane Bloore — David Murray

14-May Christine Cleugh
Bronwen Strang

John Somerville
Hamish Spencer Gaynor Haig Tui Bevin Mark Bevin
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Opportunities   for   Service

Thank you so much to all who contribute now, and have contributed in the past, to these activities; to Miriam Vollweiler, who mows the Church lawns
throughout the year; to Simon Rae, who has been putting the rubbish out for collection every Monday for many years; and to John Stenhouse, who has

Music Flowers Sunday School Hall
Cleaning

Church
Cleaning

David Murray Judy Rodda Activities at back
of church Fiona Stirling Cunninghams

Mark Bevin Judy Rodda Activities at back
of church Fiona Stirling Cunninghams

Gaynor Haig Phyllis Sinclair Activities at back
of church Bronwen Strang Jane Bloore

Mark Bevin Phyllis Sinclair Margaret Garland Bronwen Strang Jane Bloore

Music Group Winter Flowers Andrea Clarke Mulders Andrew Smith

David Murray Winter Flowers Activities at back
of church

—
Church Fair Sat

6th May
Andrew Smith

Mark Bevin Winter Flowers Mary Somerville Christine Cleugh Michael Ovens
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Parish News
 We remember in our prayers:

Margaret and Mike Garland. Mike’s brother, Phil, died on 15 March.

The family of the Rev Peter Marshall who died recently in Wanaka.
Peter began his ministry in Clutha Valley, and moved to St Ninian's,
Christchurch before being appointed as the fifth Master of Knox
College, in 1978. He held this position for 16 years until his retirement
in 1994. It was on his watch, in 1983, that women were admitted to
Knox College. Peter was one of the pioneers of the Biomedical Ethics
Programme at Otago University, and at the Service of Thanksgiving at
Knox College, Simon Rae described him as ‘mentor friend and critic’, a
man who had ‘the integrity to intervene where necessary and with the
inner character that made such intervention acceptable, leading to
reflection and change, not resentment and anger. That was a rare gift in
what were troubled times.’ Peter and his wife Coralie were active
members of Opoho Church during their time in Dunedin.

 We say Godspeed, safe travels and ka kite ano to Abby Smith, who will
be away from Easter Tuesday until after Labour Weekend.

 Congratulations to Matthew Ogle, who was part of the Otago 4x400m
under-20 relay team which won the gold medal at the national athletics
championships in Hamilton recently.

 Did you see the article on-line recently featuring Florian Beyer's work
on "Figuring out what happened after the Big Bang"? You can read the
article on Stuff at: http://www.stuff.co.nz/science/90521370/science-kiwi
-figuring-out-what-happened-after-the-big-bang.

 Jean Balchin is the new fortnightly student columnist in the Otago Daily
Times with her column, “Tinker Tailor Student Spy”. She is now an
English student at the Otago University and some people will remember
her as the oldest child of the Rev David and Chris Balchin who were
here at Opoho Church while David was a ministry student many years
ago.

from our Correspondents
Please do pass on to Andrea Johnston any news and snippets you come
across, for inclusion in Parish News. Andrea’s contact details are on P. 18.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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A Big Overseas Adventure
Having discharged my duties as Head of Department of Marine Science, and
having been granted an 11-month sabbatical in which to recover, rediscover,
and recharge myself, I am departing on a 6-month adventure, mostly solo. I
leave on Easter Tuesday (18 April) and will be back by Halloween (31
October).

My plans begin with a week at the Natural History Museum in London,
followed by brief visits to scientific colleagues in Exeter, Bristol, Limerick,
Dublin, Belfast, Edinburgh, Thurso, Stromness, and Cardiff (in that order). My
good friend from the Museum of Wales and I will travel together to a
conference in Vienna, and then I will meet up with Hamish for a holiday in
Spain and France.

Ned and David will meet us in New England and we'll have some family time
in Maine. After they have all returned to Dunedin (Hamish via Rio de
Janeiro!), I will settle down and do some writing and thinking, also enjoying
my family's cottage in Georgetown, Maine. When summer fades, I will be like
the birds and fly south, to spend a month in Pennsylvania. By mid-October I'll
be ready to come home, and will do so via Boston and San Francisco, arriving
home about 25 October, with 3 months of sabbatical still up my sleeve.

If you see me grinning happily at nothing, this is why.

Abby Smith
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Art Show and Church Fair
This year we are changing the schedule for the Opoho Art Show and Church
Fair. The Art Show will open the Saturday before the Fair. There will be a
special musical opening from 2 to 4 pm on Saturday 29 April.

The Bevin Family & Friends will play in the Church while people browse the
art works and tea and coffee will be available in the Morrison Lounge. Philip
Fleming, whose wife contributes to the Art Show, will also perform solo pieces
on his saxophone.

The Fair will be on 6th May from 11 am to 2 pm. So please begin sorting your
contributions and deliver to the hall stage anytime now.

Please let Fiona know if you would like to help on a stall. Thanks.

Fiona Stirling
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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A Warming Opoho story
I thought it would be good to share the story behind the funding for the new
heating of the church hall, and Jenny Bunce has agreed.

This story reminds us of Dick and Barbara Calvert, stalwarts and characters
of Opoho Church over many decades. I, personally, remember them with a
fond smile, whether it was Barbara at Albie Moore's study group or Dick
explaining contrary views (but always with a twinkle in his eye and always
happy to accept the decision of the majority) in Parish Council meetings.
Who, too, could forget him battling it out at table tennis on church camps.

Dick died in March 2004 and Barbara in April 2008.

Dick, for those newer to the parish, was a lawyer and Barbara a pioneering
and determined woman who became a professor in education. Once, in the
late 1980s, the DCC tried to close Lovelock Avenue and took on Barbara
and others in Opoho. The result could only go one way.

Throughout his life, Dick tended to use his legal expertise to ensure gifts
remained anonymous. But, towards the end of their lives, Dick and Barbara
were persuaded that allowing publicity could encourage others to follow suit.
And that is what happened with, for example, their major gift to the Dunedin
Botanic Gardens. The church also benefited in large measure from their
generosity.

The six children - Jenny Bunce, Stuart Robertson, Andrew Calvert, Alison
MacDonald, Ian Anderson, and Hilary Calvert - set up the Richard and
Barbara Calvert Charitable Trust to continue the spirit of the many and
varied charitable endeavours of Dick and Barbara.

The Trust worked by investing money in shares etc chosen to be ethical,
and to favour local enterprise. Over the years, each trustee in turn, named
an appropriate charity for any profits to go into. By the time that all six had
taken their turn, two of the trustees had died, and it was decided to wind up
the trust.

Each trustee then nominated a place for their share of the residual capital to
go, and Jenny chose the heating of the Opoho Church Hall.

I was aware of the source of these funds and Jenny and her brother Andrew
put together information for me, believing Dick and Barbara would have
been happy to have this contribution to the church made known.

Philip Somerville
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Anzac Day
(reprinted from April 2014 Opoho Signal)

Anzac Day, once thought to be on the verge of extinction, has rebounded
from its dark days to become something more like a holy day. For many
New Zealanders, an Anzac parade will be the only occasion on which they
will listen to a prayer or sing a hymn, (although I wonder if this will survive
now that schools have been cleansed of religion). They applaud the
veterans and, increasingly, the descendants of veterans, who march to one
of the thousands of war memorials throughout the country; they listen to the
bugler blow the Last Post, then they disperse to make the most of a
welcome day-off.

I approve of what we have made of the day itself.

But I sometimes wonder if we are building a myth around those who served
that they would not recognise or approve of.  The language in the media is
reverent and funereal. The survivors are presented as being irreparably
scarred by what they witnessed at war. The Dead are incandescently
cleansed and sanctified by their sacrifice.

Most of the men and women of WW2 have answered their last roll call, and
even their children know only parts of the truth.

When I think of my father’s war stories, they were not about death or loss;
they were about the men of the ‘The Div’, the much-praised New Zealand
Division that fought in North Africa and Italy.  His were yarns about outfoxing
officers, NCOs and the military police; about scrounging food, tobacco and
alcohol; about hard case blokes and the hard case things they did; and,
invariably, about the incredible generosity of ordinary Italians during the
Italian campaign.

As Kipling’s Tommy Atkins had it:

We aren't no thin red 'eroes, nor we aren't no blackguards too,
But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you.

New Zealanders at war had all of the virtues and vices of their society, but
with a redeeming democracy shared by no other troops, except the Aussies.
In ‘the Div’, bank managers shared dug-outs with postmen and took orders
from dairy farmers. Their two most celebrated generals were respectively, a
former dentist and a country solicitor.

It was not all fun and liberated ‘plonk’, and their children grew to recognise
sensitive times and topics.  My father could not bear to listen to a folk song
about a dead teenager buried in a WW1 war cemetery. My friend’s father,
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who, like my father-in-law, served in an armoured regiment would wake the
house with his recurring nightmares of a particularly savage time in the
Western Desert. Some wondered later in life if the aims for which the war
had ostensibly been fought had been achieved in the brave new post-war
world.  The comradeship never diminished: it was built on shared hardship,
homesickness and the premature recognition of mortality that comes with
war.

For me, the message of Anzac Day is not about heroism or pale perfect
knights dying on a quest for the Grail: it is that ordinary people can do
extraordinary things when they need to be done. We should honour these
ordinary people by honouring their ordinariness and how it makes them so
special.

On meeting his compatriots in North Africa in 1942, the writer John Mulgan
noted, ‘Everything that was good from that small, remote country had gone
into them – sunshine and strength, good sense, patience, the versatility of
practical men. And they marched into history.’

Ross White
Thanks to Ross White and Marian Weaver for permission to re-print this reflection.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Study Group February 2017
At the February Study Group, Margaret gave a presentation on her time on
Study Leave. She presented a wealth of thoughts and ideas gathered during
her time away, and her reflections since her return. Music in worship can be
congregational, choral, instrumental or contemplative, and needs to be
robust theologically. We learn through the music we memorise, we teach it to
another generation, and so they learn. Our local hymns need to add a variety
of musicians and hymnists to our worship.

Singing the Psalms
Margaret was particularly taken with the singing of the psalms in Gaelic at
Back in Lewis. Professor Catriona Parsons’ sessions at Opoho, teaching a
group of very willing souls to take part in singing the 23rd psalm in Gaelic,
were a wonderful opportunity for us here in Dunedin. Singers and listeners
alike were fascinated and moved by Catriona’s explanatory words during the
service, and the singing of the psalm by the group.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Easter Music at Opoho
We plan to sing a short but beautiful Bach chorale from the St Matthew
Passion (in 4 parts if we are lucky) on Palm Sunday (9 April) and an
arrangement of Mozart's Alleluia (3 parts) on Easter Sunday (16 April).

Choir practices will be held after church at 11:30 (ish) for about 45 minutes
every Sunday until Easter (even if there are meetings scheduled.)

Please don't worry if you can't make particular dates - come along and sing
with us anyway. We will pull it together on the day, as we always do!

Rehearsals will be held in the church, and anyone and everyone who wishes
to sing as part of worship is welcome, any time. For more information contact
Abby Smith - or just turn up!!

Sunday 2 April 11:30 practice

Sunday 9 April 9:30 practice, sing Bach (Palm Sunday)

Sunday 16 April 9:30 practice, sing Mozart (Easter Day)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lenten Wednesday Worship Series on the Psalms

Psalms of Lament with Holy Communion
The final Wednesday Worship service in this series is on Wednesday 5
April. The service begins at 7.00 pm, and a light meal is served beforehand
at the back of the church at 6.30 pm. Everyone is welcome.

For more information contact the minister, Margaret at 395 6129 or 027
757 2367, or Tui at 473 8677.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Fellowship Group

In March Christine Cleugh shared her life's journey with us. She said, "With
an accent as strong as mine I am never going to be mistaken for a Kiwi".
Back in Scotland, she enjoyed working as a librarian in a small town. While
visiting New Zealand in 1990, she met her future husband Geoff through a
family connection, and late in 1991 she arrived in the Maniototo to begin life
on a farm. She met the (then new) minister at Ranfurly, the Rev Yvonne
Smith, whose own experience of moving struck a timely chord. Since then,
Christine has been involved in local radio, become a marriage celebrant, and
conducted funeral services.

Laurie Williams
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Bible Book A Month Discussions
7.30 pm Thursday 6 April ~ Proverbs

7.30 pm Thursday 4 May ~ Ecclesiastes

The April Bible Discussion is on the book of Proverbs.
We meet at 7.30 pm at 129 Signal Hill Road and everyone is welcome,
even if you can only make an occasional evening, or are new to the Bible.
Please read the month’s book beforehand if possible. For more information
please ask Margaret the minister, or John Stenhouse the discussion leader.

Tui Bevin
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Working Bee!!
Saturday 8th April

9 am until about midday
Time for an autumn ‘push’!
Please come along if you can, with your sleeves ready to be
rolled up. Also, please let Mark Bevin know at 473 8677 if you
can organise or bring some morning tea.

Sewing skills needed
At the end of last year, material was purchased to replace some of the faded
and stained tablecloths that we keep in the Morrison Lounge for the black
tables - along with other uses. We also have some thicker material for
replacing the place mats on the trolleys. Is there anyone wiling to cut up and
sew these for us? It could be a few people getting together or one person.
There are sewing machines available if you don't have one. If you can help in
any way, contact Margaret or Tui.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Opinions expressed in the “Opoho Signal” are those of individual authors,

unless stated otherwise.

Deadline for next Opoho Signal - Saturday 15 April
Please send all material for the May Opoho Signal to:

Andrea Johnston, 6 Abbeyhill Road, Pine Hill, Dunedin 9010
phone 473 9473 mobile 021 516 275

email andrea.johnston@columba.co.nz
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Lectionary readings, 2 April to 7 May 2017
in Year A, the Year of Matthew

Sunday 2nd April - 5th Sunday in Lent
Ezek 37: 1-14 Ps 130 Rom 8: 6-11 Jn 11: 1-45
Sunday 9th April - 6th Sunday in Lent, Palm Sunday or Passion Sunday
None or
Is 50: 4-9a

Ps 118: 1-2,
19-29 or
Ps 31: 9-16

None or
Phil 2: 5-11

Palm Mt 21: 1-11
Passion
Mt 26: 14-27:66
or Mt 27: 11-54

Monday 10th April
Is 42: 1-9 Ps 36: 5-11 Heb 9: 11-15 Jn 12: 1-11
Tuesday 11th April
Is 49: 1-7 Ps 71: 1-14 1 Cor 1: 18-31 Jn 12: 20-36
Wednesday 12th April
Is 50: 4-9a Ps 70 Heb 12: 1-3 Jn 13: 21-32
Thursday 13th April - Maundy Thursday
Ex 12: 1-4,
(5-10), 11-14

Ps 116: 1-2,
12-19

1 Cor 11: 23-26 Jn 13: 1-17,
31b-35

Friday 14th April - Good Friday
Is 52: 13-53:12 Ps 22 Heb 10: 16-25 or

Heb 4: 14-16; 5:7-9
Jn 18: 1-19:42

Saturday 15th April - Holy Saturday
Job 14: 1-14
or Lam 3: 1-9,
19-24

Ps 31: 1-4, 15-16 1 Peter 4: 1-8 Mt 27: 57-66
or Jn 19: 38-42

Sunday 16th April - Easter Dawn
Ex 14: 10-31;
15:20-21

Ps 114 Rom 6: 3-11 Mt 28: 1-10

Sunday 16th April - Easter Day
Acts 10: 34-43
or Jer 31: 1-6

Ps 118: 1-2,
14-24

Col 3: 1-4
or Acts 10: 34-43

Jn 20: 1-18
or Mt 28: 1-10

Sunday 23rd April - 2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14a,
22-32

Ps 16 1 Peter 1: 3-9 Jn 20: 19-31

Sunday 30th April - 3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2: 14a,
36-41

Ps 116: 1-4,
12-19

1 Peter 1: 17-23 Lk 24: 13-35

Acts 2: 42-47 Ps 23 1 Peter 2: 19-25 Jn 10: 1-10
Sunday 7th May - 4th Sunday of Easter
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Coming up @ Opoho Presbyterian Church in April

Every Tuesday 4.30pm Tuesday Prayer Time, Minister’s Office
2 April ~ Sunday Daylight saving finishes. Put clocks back an hour.

10 am: worship with Holy Communion. Rev Margaret
Garland
11.30 am: Pastoral Care Committee in church

5 April ~ Wednesday 6.30 pm: Shared meal in the church
7 pm: Wednesday Worship with Holy Communion
Psalms of Lament

6 April ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book a Month discussion - Proverbs
at 129 Signal Hill Road

8 April ~ Saturday 9 am Working Bee at the Church
9 April ~ Sunday 10 am worship for Palm Sunday. Rev Margaret

Garland
5 pm: Children’s Service in the Church

13 April ~ Thursday 7 pm: Maundy Thursday service. Morrison Lounge
14 April ~ Friday 10 am: Good Friday Service

15 April ~ Saturday May Opoho Signal deadline

16 April ~ Sunday 7 am: Easter Dawn Service at Mt Cargill
10 am: Worship for Easter Day with Holy
Communion. Rev Margaret Garland

21 April ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Parish Council. Morrison Lounge
23 April ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship for Harvest Thanksgiving and

Presbyterian Support Otago
26 April ~ Wednesday 2 pm: Fellowship Group. Morrison Lounge.

Rev Margaret Garland on her study leave trip to the
UK and Ireland

29 April ~ Saturday 2 - 4 pm: Art Exhibition opening with live music

30 April ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship. Rev Margaret Garland
1 - 4 pm: Art Exhibition in the Church

4 May ~ Thursday 7.30 pm: Bible Book of the Month. Ecclesiastes
129 Signal Hill Road

6 May ~ Saturday 11 am - 2 pm: Fair
11 am - 4 pm: Art Exhibition in the Church

7 May ~ Sunday 10 am: Worship with Holy Communion. Rev Margaret
Garland
1 - 4 pm: Art Exhibition in the Church


