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24 November 2019 – The Reign of Christ 
 

Welcome! 
 

Whoever you are, you are welcome here at Opoho Church. 

Whether you come often, haven’t been for a while or you’re new, 

we are glad you are here today.  We are all one in God. 

Everyone here is seeking to know God better, 

and we’re glad you have joined us on this vital quest. 

 

 
 

Offerings of money for the work of this parish, money for the 

Dunedin Night Shelter, and goods for Presbyterian Support’s Food Bank 

may be left in the offering bag, dish, or basket (as appropriate) 

on the trolley near the door, either before or after the service.
 

Please take care – the heating pipes under the pews are very hot and can burn. 
 

http://opohochurch.org/


Welcome 

 

The Gathering  we remain seated to sing 

words © Shirley Murray, tune Gaelic Traditional Melody FFS 10(i) 

 

Come and find the quiet centre  

in the crowded life we lead,  

find the room for hope to enter,  

find the frame where we are freed:  

clear the chaos and the clutter,  

clear our eyes, that we can see  

all the things that really matter,  

be at peace, and simply be. 

 

Silence is a friend who claims us,  

cools the heat and slows the pace,  

God it is who speaks and names us,  

knows our being, touches base,  

making space within our thinking,  

lifting shades to show the sun,  

raising courage when we’re shrinking,  

finding scope for faith begun. 

 

In the Spirit let us travel,  

open to each other’s pain,  

let our lives and fears unravel,  

celebrate the space we gain:  

there’s a place for deepest dreaming,  

there’s a time for heart to care,  

in the Spirit’s lively scheming  

there is always room to spare! 

 

Responsive Psalm Psalm 46 Jim Cotter Out of the Silence… 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in times of trouble. 

Therefore we shall not be afraid,  

even though the earth be moved,  

even though the mountains should crumble and fall into the sea, 

even though the waters should foam and rage,  

assault the cliffs and make them shudder. 



There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God. 

Here is God’s dwelling place and it will stand firm. 

God’s rescue dawns like the morning light, 

God’s voice echoes though every land. 

When powerful nations panic and totter and the whole world comes crashing down, 

You are for us the God of the powers, a safe stronghold, the God of all peoples. 

Come and see, stand in awe at the powerful things God will do on earth, breaking 

the bow, shattering the spear into splinters, throwing our weapons in the fire. 

“Be still and know that I am God;  

exalted among the nations, my name known at last on the earth.” 

 

Hymn please stand as the Bible is carried in and for the hymn 

words Marty Haugen, tune Gather us in CH4 623 
 

Here in this place new light is streaming,  

Now is the darkness vanished away, 

see in this space our fears and our dreaming, 

brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in – the lost and forsaken,  

gather us in – the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken,  

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

We are the young – our lives are a mystery,  

we are the old who yearn for your face,  

we have been sung throughout all of history,  

called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in – the rich and the haughty, 

gather us in – the proud and the strong; 

give us a heart so meek and so lowly,  

give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

Not in the dark of the buildings confining, 

not in some heaven, light years away, 

but here in this place the new light is shining, 

now is the Kingdom, now is the day. 

Gather us in and hold us for ever, 

gather us in and make us your own; 

gather us in – all peoples together, 

fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 



Prayer of Confession 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

…we are forgiven, we are set free.  Thanks be to God 

 

The Peace   

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou; 

The Peace of Christ be with you all 

A ki a koe anō hoki. And also with you 

we exchange a sign of peace with each other 

 

Community Time – welcome, notices, anniversaries 

 

Birthday greetings today. 

May God bless you we pray. 

Live for Jesus dear [name or friends],  

May he guide you always. 

 

Chat Time 

 

Offertory Hymn words © Shirley Murray, music Colin Gibson AA 127 

 

Take my gifts and let me love you, 

God who first of all loved me 

Gave me light and food and shelter, 

Gave me life and set me free –  

Now because your love has touched me 

I have love to give away. 

Now the bread of love is rising, 

Loaves of love to multiply! 

 

Take whatever I can offer –  

Gifts that I have yet to find, 

Skills that I am slow to sharpen, 

Talents of the hand and mind, 

Things made beautiful for others 

In the place where I must be: 

Take my gifts and let me love you, 

God who first of all loved me. 



Bible Readings   

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 

People: Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 23:33-43 

 Reader: This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

People:  Praise to Christ the Word 

 

Sermon followed by time for reflection 

 

Hymn WOV 264 Ride on, ride on in majesty    

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

…we sing together 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth, as in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.   

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.   

Amen, amen. Amen, amen. Amen, amen. Amen, amen.                  WOV 676 

 

Hymn words Marnie Barrell, tune Hanover WOV 67 

 

From this holy time, from this sacred space, 

we go now to serve our own day and place, 

committed to follow the way Jesus trod: 

do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God. 

 

He lives in our midst, though gone from our sight, 

baptised in his name, we walk in his light; 

we treasure his presence, example and word: 

do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God. 

 

Let this be our life, till Christ comes again- 

to love as he loves and work for God’s reign, 

this song in our hearts and this sign on our road: 

do justly, love mercy, walk humbly with God. 



Commissioning   

….Let us go in peace. 

We go in the name of Christ. 

 

Benediction 

… now and always.   [Sung] Amen 

Use of all music from sources other than With One Voice 

is licensed under the copyright licence CCLI 239741. 

 

It is good to have you worshipping with us today. 

Everyone is welcome to stay for morning tea 

in the Morrison Lounge and/or Hall after the service – 

through the door at the back of the church.  

 

Today’s service was brought to you by 

Leading the Service: Margaret Garland 

Door Duty: Shona and Philip Somerville Music: Music Group    

Readings: Andrea Johnston  Prayers: Andrew Smith   Flowers: Shona Somerville 

Morning Tea: Bronwen Strang and Meegan Cloughley 

Church Cleaning: Shona and Philip Somerville Hall Cleaning: Bronwen Strang 

 

Opportunities for Ministry Week Ending 1 December   

Door Duty: Gregor Macaulay and Benjamin Thew   Music: David Murray    

Readings: Andrea Johnston   Flowers: Fiona Stirling 

Morning Tea: Marian Weaver and Christine Cleugh 

Church Cleaning: Fiona Stirling   Hall Cleaning: Benjamin Thew    

 

Parish Clerk: Tui Bevin 473 8677 mark.bevin@gmail.com 

Minister: The Rev. Margaret Garland 395 6129  

 marg.garland@gmail.com 027 757 2367   

 

Keeping in Touch 

Parish directories with contact details of parishioners are available on the back pew. 

Please take one if you need it. If you would like to be emailed about church news 

and coming events, please give your email address to the minister, Margaret, or 

email her at marg.garland@gmail.com  

 

http://gmail.com/


University events – information about upcoming lectures and other events at or 

associated with the University is available in the Morrison Lounge (see the 

noticeboard and/or leaflets to take home). 

 

 

      All are welcome to attend  

      the Community Advent Service 

Wednesday 27 November 2 p.m. in the church 

     We have at least two busloads coming from Ross Home 

        as well as the children from Liberton Christian School. 

Please talk to Christine Cleugh  

         if you are able to help with afternoon tea. 

 

 

           Movies for Teens is an initiative of Presbyterian Support 

Otago to help vulnerable teens from families facing 

financial hardship to go to the movies.  Your $10 

donation will help a young person join in when invited 

out by friends, or even initiate a movie outing in the 

holidays. Social workers have said that “in families facing 

financial hardship, teenagers often feel left out of the 

Christmas festivities, with attention focused on younger siblings” and 

“we have seen social empowerment and inclusion as teenagers are getting entry into 

all those conversations that happen after the holidays about the latest blockbuster”.  

To make a donation, go to givealittle.co.nz/cause/movies-for-teens-2019 

 

Presbyterian Support Food Bank 

The Christmas and summer holiday period is always a busy time 

for the Food Bank, so please give thought to giving a few items 

– standard grocery items and/or special seasonal treats.   

Tinned or dry goods only please –  

nothing frozen or perishable.   

 

 

 

Any changes or additions to events listed in the Opoho Signal will be posted as 

they are known on the website at http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/ 

 

 

http://opohochurch.org/events-and-activities/


Diary of Coming Events 
24 November ~ Sunday 5 p.m.: Children’s Service for Christmas with light tea 

27 November ~ Wednesday 2 p.m.:  Community Advent Service, the Rev. Margaret Garland, 

with Liberton Christian School Music Group 

7.30 p.m.: Property and Finance Committee meeting, venue TBC 

30 November ~ Saturday 10 a.m.: Worship Leaders’ Workshop in the Morrison Lounge 

1 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland, Advent 1, Holy 

Communion 

11.30 a.m.: Pastoral Care and Community Committee meeting in 

the Minister’s Study 
4 December ~ Wednesday 7.30 p.m.: Christian Development Committee, the Morrison 

Lounge 
5 December ~ Thursday 7.30 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month, Galatians, 129 Signal Hill 

Road 
7 December ~ Saturday 10.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.: Christmas Craft Fair in the Church Hall 
8 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland, Advent 2, Family 

Service  

11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m.: Christmas Craft Fair in the Church Hall  
12 December ~ Thursday 2 p.m.: Fellowship Group in the Morrison Lounge. 

7.30 p.m. Parish Council (with dessert), 195 Signal Hill Road    
15 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland, Advent 3 

2 p.m. Ross Home service, Mary Somerville 
22 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland with Music Group, 

Advent 4, The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
24 December ~ Tuesday 11.30 p.m.:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, the Rev. 

Margaret Garland     
25 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Christmas Day service, Mary Somerville  
29 December ~ Sunday 10 a.m.:  Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland 
5 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship with Holy Communion, the Rev. Margaret 

Garland  
12 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland  
19 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Margaret Garland  
20 January ~ Monday February Opoho Signal deadline 
25 January ~ Saturday 6 p.m.: Parish pot luck dinner in church hall – farewell for 

Margaret and Mike Garland 
26 January ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship with Music Group, the Rev. Margaret Garland  
2 February ~ Sunday  10 a.m.: Worship, the Rev. Graeme Munro, Holy Communion  

11.30 a.m.: Pastoral Care and Community Committee, Minister’s 

Study 
9 February ~ Sunday 10 a.m.: Worship, Marian Weaver, with John Roxborogh preaching 

12 February ~ Wednesday 6.30 p.m.: Psalm Writing with takeaways, 129 Signal Hill Road 
13 February ~ Thursday 7 p.m.: Bible Book of the Month, Ephesians, 129 Signal Hill Road  

 


